Rahul Sir Profile –
The 1980s saw a revolution happening in Maharashtra's education sector. Sensing the need for more number of seats for students opting for engineering, Prof. Dr. Vishwanath D. Karad, who was then working as a Professor at College of Engineering, Pune, pioneered the cause of private education and on August 5, 1983, started MIT, the first private engineering college in the state.
It was sheer kind cooperation of many that they saw Dr Karad's struggle and dedication and came forward to help out in the formative days, some by sharing classrooms and some by giving office space. Today, MIT is synonymous with value-based education and is one of the most respected higher educational institutions in the country.  Over several years Dr Karad remained devoted an institution of high calibre yet not digressing from the characteristic spirit of holistic education thus creating a legacy.
While MIT was reaching echelons in providing path-breaking education for engineering, in 2000, his son Rahul V Karad formally joined the MIT Group of Institutions as Vice President and Trustee and inherited vision and mission of his visionary academician father. 
A Mechanical Engineer, Rahul has done his management from Cardiff Business School and has completed his Owner President Management Program from Harvard Business School.
With a fearless passion and deep rooted patriotic content in his heart, he holds a firm conviction in channelizing the power of youth to augment their active participation in our pluralistic democracy. His true nationalistic consciousness keeps finding expressions through numerous activities that he initiates and infuses a renewed sense of pride and patriotism amongst the young budding minds of India.
Till 2000, MIT was known for its high standards in engineering education. With his vision to make the MIT Group of Institutions the best-in-class, Rahul pioneered the expansion of MIT group’s canvas to management education by starting new management institutes that include MIT School of Business and MIT School of Management. A humble beginning then paved the way for MIT group’s management institutes to be ranked amongst the top B-schools in India today.  
The General Elections of 2004 in India witnessed a large number of highly educated enthusiastic youngsters, who were brimming with energy and confidence, becoming Members of Parliament. The wise electorate of the country signalled to the political machinery that it was ready to stand by a younger and smarter breed of politicians. India is witness to several youth movements that have happened in the country. 
With a strong interest to pioneer a change in the political & social arena with a defined perspective, and to inspire the next generation to embark on a path of taking on the mantle of Indian Political Leadership, Rahul organized a seminar under the theme “INDIA, THE SUPER POWER - VISION 2040”. The freshly elected young parliamentarians attended the seminar to share their vision for India. 
Rahul did not stop at this. He sensed that the youth In India tend to harbour negativity and cynicism and prefer to remain isolated from political and democratic establishments. Their rising aloofness and apathy pose a challenge to the vibrancy of our democracy and so the creation of an environment so that educated youth participate in democratic polity was a crying necessity. He firmly believed that transparent and accountable governance can come through only spirited, educated and trained young men and women but the foremost challenge before him was to try and rebuild their eroded trust in our political and democratic system.

The thought of blazing a new direction and creating a path for educated, capable and deserving youngsters to pursue a career in politics thus sowed the seeds for the formation of MIT School of Government (MIT SOG) in 2005. It is the first institute of its kind in the country and the Asian subcontinent to offer a One Year Full Time Master’s Program in Government. This initiative, while won accolades for Rahul, also brought criticism from certain quarters which chided him that his move would not bear any fruit. Today, over 400 students who have passed out from this institution are placed in various political parties in different capacities.
It was in the same year 2005 that Rahul launched the Bharat Asmita National Award (BANA) in order to inspire many a generation of management gurus, people involved in mass awakening and people in the forefront of Indian Parliamentary Practices for their meaningful contribution in the process of Nation Building. It is regarded as one of the highly prestigious awards of the country and has augmented manifold in terms of reputation and stature.
Every year the BANA committee invites more than 15,000 nominations from all sections of the society, which include members of the Union & State cabinets, Members of Parliament, Legislative assemblies & Councils of different states, Bureaucrats, Judiciary & Media, Teachers of management Institutions, Film & entertainment fraternity, Writers, NGOs amongst others. Navin Jindal, Rajdeep Sardesai, Prof Shekhar Chaudhari, Ashutosh Gowarikar and Mallika Sarabhai have received the BANA earlier in various categories.
Bolstered by the response received for the MIT School of Government and sensing the need to take the classroom learning to the youth in the country, Rahul launched an innovative platform, the Bharatiya Chhatra Sansad (BCS) / Indian Student Parliament in 2011. This is a youth movement for the transformation of society, for nurturing dreams and legitimate aspirations of the youth, for building the nation, and for intensifying the flame of Indian democratic leadership. The platform works with the objective of bringing the representation of youth in mainstream political and social democracy and imparts practical leadership training to prepare them to be future leaders of the nation. 
In the last 7 years, the platform has captured the imagination and conscience of thousands of spirited youth and has joined them together for a singular purpose to strengthen the foundations of Indian democracy. Every year 10 to 12,000 politically and socially active higher education students from about 450 universities across 29 states of India, participate in this annual national conclave. A number of political leaders, engaging thinkers, intellectual giants, industrial leaders and youth icons of national and international eminence, from all walks of life and spectrum of ideologies provide the students with the context, analysis, courage, insight and perspective so that they can dream bigger, see clearer and speak louder.
The students who have attended it till now have become brand ambassadors of democracy and such conclaves, though on a smaller scale, have happened in various states including Jammu and Kashmir, Bihar, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh. The BCS has the unstinted support of the UNESCO, Union Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports, Government of India, Ministry of Higher & Technical Education, Government of Maharashtra, Ministry of Sports & Youth Welfare, Government of Maharashtra, HBS Club of India and the Tata Institute of Social Sciences.
While the connect with spirited youth happened through the BCS, Rahul decided to take the cause further and started thinking about something that would reach out to those who influence the youth largely. Rahul believed that great teachers help create great minds. Teachers have always played crucial role in motivating students to contribute to shaping the ideals of the nation and to contribute to its development. It is the innate nature of our country to churn out one success story after other of the Guru Shishya Parampara from all walks and streams of life. Thus, after rumination, he came up with this novel concept of The National Teachers Congress (NTC) in 2016. 
NTC is aimed at igniting the spirit of thousands of teachers every year so that they continue to look beyond the commercial temptations of the jobs they do and create a deeper and wider impact on the society through this noble profession. Rahul firmly believes that as we are fast moving towards the Knowledge Era, the NTC will benefit all the important stakeholders of the Education Process including Students, Teachers, Parents, Industry, Law Makers and Society at large.
The first NTC held in 2016 was a resounding success with over 9000 spirited, socially sensitive and active College Teachers participated at the program to understand various national issues, the challenges faced and solutions on those challenges in order to imbibe the various inputs among the students and educate the society to create a knowledge driven holistic nation. The second edition of the NTC which concluded recently was a huge success with participation not just from within the country but also from several foreign countries.  
After the success of first NTC, Rahul realised that though we are the largest democracy and even after 70 years of independence, women in India find themselves under-represented and far-removed from decision making levels. Women face many political, socio-economic, ideological and psychological obstacles. He sensed that there is a dire need to remove these obstacles for their equal participation in all Spheres of Life and this led to the birth of The National Women’s Parliament (NWP). 
The NWP is a politically neutral platform for Women Empowerment. The mission of the NWP is to establish a connect between women from diverse backgrounds like politics, social sector, education, sports, industry, media, cinema, arts & culture, judiciary and students by providing them a platform for deliberations, discussions, debates, mentoring and for evolving reciprocal and continuing engagement on all women centric issues and challenges.
Also, to sensitize the society about common issues like malnutrition among women and children, social security, sexual harassment, sanitation, oppression and other gender based problems and their complexities at local, national and international levels, making the young girls to realize their potential and making them aware of the canvas where they can leave their footprints, to strengthen the participation of women in decision making processes across all segments and levels of society and to enhance the network between eminent women and girl students to enable them to take leadership roles in all sectors.
The first NWP was organized by Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly in association with MIT World Peace University and MIT School of Government, Pune in February 2017 at Amaravathi, the capital of Andhra Pradesh. The conclave saw the participation of over 18000 women from all walks of life and from across social and economic strata. It was supported by the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, Inter Parliamentary Union and UNESCO Chair of Human Rights, Democracy, Peace & Tolerance, Pune.
OTHER INITIATIVES -
MAHARASHTRA SARPANCH SANSAD – The year 2018 saw Rahul venturing into a territory which otherwise would not attract the fancy of anyone. His vision that the actual growth of any country lies in its hinterlands prompted him to bring Village leaders from Maharashtra (Sarpanch’s) under one roof. This led to the organising of the first MIT Maharashtra Sarpanch Sansad. It is a unique initiative to bring Sarpanchs, Government, Media and Experts for Vision of Rural Development. Sarpanchs are key officials between Center, State Government and Villagers. As per a new Act Sarpanch are elected directly from Voters. Continuous trainings are necessary for empowering Sarpanch, which is the main objective of the Maharashtra Sarpanch Sansad. 
The Sansad aspires to create Model Villages at every Taluka (Block) level. These Model Developed Villages would be on the lines of decentralization of power and Rural Empowerment as proposed by Mahatma Gandhi. These villages will in turn act as Role Models for growth of other less developed villages in the vicinity.
Aye Watan Tere Liye – The 26/11 attack shook the entire nation and everybody saw we all losing few of our best police officers to the bullets of terrorists. The attack was enough for the police forces and their families to get demoralised. The social worker in Rahul decided to condemn the attack in a way that could instil confidence back into the forces. 
This led to ‘Aye Watan Tere Liye’, which brought together all the educational institutions to condemn the attack and express solidarity to those who lost their family members in the ghastly act.  
UPSC Felicitation – 
To be a part of India’s bureaucracy with the aim to serve the country, the aspirants have to succeed in the extremely tough and trying Civil Services Examination. The MIT Group started felicitating those who qualify for UPSC Civil Service examinations since 2009 and in 2014 started a Civil Services Training Institute in its campus. 
Legislature and bureaucracy are two arms of a functioning, who have to work complementary to each other for effective governance. The aim of felicitating the All India rankers is that they come from across the country and there is no single platform where they can converge before they set out on their postings. MIT Group provides this platform every year where over 150 rank holders are felicitated and motivated to serve the country well. 
Mridang Sammelan – 
India’s penchant for music is world famous. Till date it has produced many a stars, be it in voice or background scores or any other musical form. It is common knowledge that the back bone of music creation depends a lot on instruments which add the flavour and rhythm to it. These instruments sooth not just the ear but also the mind. It is no wonder that Rahul set out to explore music in his own unique way by organising a Mass Mridang Sammelan at Alandi. The initiative brought together over 9000 mridang players to perform at one single venue. The players were as young as 7 years old and as young at heart as 85 years. This enchanting rhythm of devotion was a rare combination of more than 9000 Mridang players which engrossed the audience into immemorial divine experience of life.
Model Parliament – 
The MIT School of Government conducts the Model Parliament in which the participants of MIT SOG and BCS are made aware about how proceedings are conducted of Lok Sabha / Rajya Sabha / State Legislative Assembly. The conduct of model parliament sensitizes the parliamentary procedures and parliamentary language to be used.
The business of the House includes the Oath, Obituary references, Question Hour, Legislative Business, Calling attention, Short duration discussion and resolution. The parliament has the look and feel similar to that of the Indian Parliament to provide a real time experience for participants.

Creation of MIT WPU –  
MAEER MIT's journey in the last 34 years has been a continuous process in pursuit of quality and excellence in education and research, commitment to values and discipline education. The Founder Prof. Dr. Vishwanath D. Karad, through establishment of World Peace Center at the campus, has always taken pains to build the contents of character of its students.
For centuries, India has been the apostle of knowledge and peace. The MIT- World Peace University has been built on this philosophy. History has many references that reflect even the most educated person can be destructive and can pose danger to the society by mistreating the intellect.
MIT WPU provides the young minds not just the necessary means and knowledge to excel in their professional lives but also to imbibe the values in them that are vital to mould them as complete human beings. 
 ‘Technology, Research, Social Innovation and Partnerships’ is the theme that outlines the core approach at MIT-WPU. There is a well-defined road-map to create a synergy of academia with technology, technology with research, research with industry, industry with economy, economy with social innovation and social innovation with peace, leading to the well-being of one and all. The peace component in the curriculum and yoga practices have been quite thoughtfully added to the credit system as well.

Future –
[bookmark: _GoBack]Through unique initiatives, Rahul intends democratising political education by persuading government to start leadership schools in every state in the country. To form an apex body with the Speaker at the helm which will allow private bodies like MIT SOG to impart education in politics and create a healthy pool of politicians and secure future generations.
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