Jazeniuk, the new Obama in Kiev.

written by Alan Vartuli

Since some days, most of the journalists in Ukraine are spreading the news about talks between two parties that once were arch-enemies: the Block of Yulia Timoshenko and the pro-Russia Party of Regions of Yanukovich.

The country is worriedly waiting for the presidential elections to run in January, Yulia Timoshenko the current PM, is also candidate.

Many analysts think that this future alliance will give a big blow to the rating of Timoshenko; she is every day more considered a politician who change her principles depending on the personal benefit, the fact that her party is called with just her name and surname is a relevant reason to understand the lack of ideologies and the tendency of the party to become everyday more a personal lobby.

Facing all political leaders in hard times because of the failure of their work, we see the raise of one politician who, personally, I consider the most liable one: his name is Arseniy Jazeniuk.

He was born in 1974 in Chernovzy (South-West Ukraine), he has got two degrees (Law and Audit), since 2001 he have been holding important offices: he was Minister of Finances of Autonomous Region of Crimea; after that, in 2003, he was appointed as Deputy Governor of Ukrainian Central Bank, before becoming Deputy Governor of Odessa Region.

After this experience he was appointed as Minister of Economy by PM Ekhanurov, in September 2005.

In 2006 President Yushenko gave him the assignment of Secretariat of the President for the Reform of Secret Services.

Then he became Minister of Foreign Affairs, but he had to face another political crisis inside the Parliament that brought the nation to the elections.

After the vote, he became the speaker of the Parliament, and in this new role he distinguished himself by professionalism, sobriety and confidence.
He bravely presented his resignation when he understood that the coalition that supported him, was not the majority that could lead the Parliament to an effective work.

He went away almost shocked, as he says, by seeing Deputies’ behavior during the work sessions.

After some months, he set up a new party called “The Party of Change”, many elements of the political program of the party are very innovative, as the promotion of a new generation of young politicians (Jazeniuk is only 35), financing of the party through the web like Barack Obama did.

He defines himself center-right, but this is because of a bad Ukrainian habit, that is the prohibition for the Ukrainian progressive parties against the approach to the great European socialist movements, because they are afraid to be considered sympathizers of communism and nostalgic of the regime.

Other interesting aspects of the political program of the Party of Change is the non-imposition 

of Ukrainian language, the creation of a Ukrainian national spirit and the freedom of religions (that has never been actively promoted by the other pro-Europe parties).
However, the most important aspect of the program concerns the Foreign Affairs Policy: Jazeniuk does not want Ukraine to implore UE to become its partner, the change has to begin inside the Ukrainian society and only because this is useful to the national interests; Ukraine cannot run after a dream that comes from outside, the nation must start an internal process of innovation and overtaking of old cultural obstacles from the old regime (many of this cultural aspects are still present in the society); Yazeniuk is pretty sure that after this path Ukraine will increase its image and reputation in the world.

I myself took part to a conference of the Fund of Adenauer in Kiev to which Yazniuk was invited, and I was surprised by his innovative way of talking to the audience: he always look at the young generation, he never describe himself as a hero, he tries to involve directly the citizen into politic, he always speaks about the future and he wants people to defend their principle supported by concrete actions…well, he augurs well, especially if we look at the other politic leaders who so far have been playing the game Risk not influencing everyday life of people.
In the opinion polls for the presidential elections, Jazeniuk is at the third place (12-14% of voter), after the pro-Russia Yanukovich (about 22%) and Timoshenko (18%); the current president Yushenko has 2,2% only.

I am not sure who the EU should root for, but for an Ukrainian citizen or for every person who lives and works in Ukraine, the only little hope for a better economic and political situation is represented by this 35 year old politician who is daring to compete, through the free donation on the web, against the lobbies that support the other candidates.
It is a dream inspired by Washington, in fact by Obama.
