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sERbia – VOTING NO TRUST IN GOVERNMENT
CVETKOVIC DISMISSES OPPOSITION'S ACCUSATIONS 

BELGRADE, Dec 18 (Tanjug) - Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic dismissed the accusations that the government had done nothing, pointing out that such a qualification proved that the opposition lacked arguments. "Such a remark would have been proper had there been no EULEX or resolution of the UN, had 64 bills not been put forward for parliamentary procedure, had there been no economic policy measures, high growth of economy and a relatively low inflation in this year," Cvetkovic said in the parliament when taking the floor.  The prime minister pointed out that in respect to Kosovo and Metohija, the government had made significant progress when compared with the situation it had been faced with when it had first been set up.  Cvetkovic said that one of the biggest diplomatic successes Serbia had achieved over the past few decades was the adoption of a UN GA on the engagement of the ICJ, which should assess the legality of the proclaimed independence of Kosovo-Metohija. According to him, one of the greatest successes of the Serbian government was also the fact that it had succeeded, by using diplomatic means, in returning the EULEX under the auspices of the UN, thus becoming an active part of that process.
Jeremic CALLS FOR UNITY IN DEFENSE OF KOSOVO  


BELGRADE, Dec 18 (Beta) - Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic called for unity on the part of the opposition in Parliament in the defense of Kosovo and Metohija and expressed his fear that Serbia would lose this fight if it were not united. "We are a small country which is using all legal resources and institutions to defend its territory, but the strongest weapon we have is state unity. Without that, I don't believe we will be successful in this fight because the forces against us are large," Jeremic told members of parliament. "Every previous government and parliament achieved unity; that is what this one must do also," he said. "If there is no unity, we will not succeed no matter what kind of policy there is," added Jeremic, pointing out that the debate could be fruitful and that they are prepared to accept criticism, but that the government, nevertheless, is the body which creates state policy. He said that 2008 was full of challenges, but that Serbia came through with flying colors and that it had shown it was a mature democratic society, which can withstand even the strongest attacks. He also said that the UNMIK reconfiguration process had begun illegally, without the participation of the U.N. SC and Serbia, and emphasized that nonetheless it would succeed in changing that.  

Jeremic: RECONFIGURATION DOES NOT DESTABILIZE SERBIA 

BELGRADE, Dec 18 (Tanjug) - Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic stated today that reconfiguration of international presence in Kosovo and Metohija does not destabilize Serbia's constitutional order and does not affect its territorial integrity. Jeremic said during a Serbian parliament debate on no confidence to the government that the reconfiguration of the international presence was carried out with the consent of the UN Security Council and that it was based on Resolution 1244, which guarantees sovereignty and territorial integrity of Serbia. Jeremic underscored that EULEX is status neutral, adding that the policy of Mirko Cvetkovic's government on Kosovo and Metohija is unchanged and that it is a continuity of the policy of the previous government. He called all actors of the political scene to unite in their fight for preservation of Kosovo, underscoring that Serbia will under no circumstances give up its sovereignty, which is the government's priority. When it comes to the historic state and national issue of Kosovo and Metohija, we have to be united and the opposition has to support the government which won the elections and assumes responsibility for the creation of policies, said Jeremic. The minister called on the opposition to back the government's platform which is aimed at defending the country's constitutional order.
PARLIAMENT DEBATE DOMINATED BY KOSOVO ISSUE 

BELGRADE, Dec 18 (Tanjug) - The Serbian parliament debate on the motion of no-confidence to the government was dominated Thursday afternoon by the Kosovo issue, and Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic was answering the opposition's criticism that the government has an undemocratic policy towards the province and does not understand the essence of the debate topic. Jeremic said that there is no essential confrontation in the parliament regarding Kosovo and expressed his conviction that none of the MP's support undermining of the constitutional order. He pointed to the need for state unity on Kosovo and said that it is up to the government to create policy. LDP whip Cedomir Jovanovic answered that MP's expect from the government a vision rather than an appeal for loyalty, noting that there has never been any unity regarding Kosovo as all governments, including the present one, were incompetent. The government policy can be described only as a series of moves which make no sense, he said. DSS MP Slobodan Samardzic reiterated the demand that the six-point plan contained in the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon's report be made public in Serbian media, adding that the minister is asking for help now that everything is over. The foreign minister's appeal is all right, but the parliament cannot judge intentions but acts, and they were catastrophic regarding Kosovo, he said, adding that Kosovo was handed on a plate to someone else. Minister for Kosovo-Metohija Goran Bogdanovic aswered that the present government was continuing to do the job Smardiz had started while he was minister in charge, but noted that some things were done for the first time. The six points are essential. They were requested by Serbia and mean a lot to the Serb community. The present government will do everything to have the six points implemented on the ground and will not go below that red line, he said. The government will continue fostering Serbia's institutions in Kosovo, he said, rejecting criticism that the government is doing nothing for the Serb people.
LACK OF QUORUM PUTS OFF VOTE OF CONFIDENCE IN GOVERNMENT 

BELGRADE, Dec 19 (Tanjug) - The Serbian parliament was not able to take a vote of confidence in the government of Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic late on Thursday evening because there was no quorum, as only 123 MPs were present. A decision on the ousting of Cvetkovic's government can be carried by votes from 126 MPs, the absolute majority of the 250 seats in Serbian parliament. Speaker Slavica Djukic-Dejanovic told reporters after leaving the hall that "those who proposed this item for the agenda did not want to insert their cards in the MP units and vote." Throughout the debate, which was attended by the prime minister and most members of his cabinet, MPs spoke about problems in connection with Kosovo and Metohija and directed criticisms at the government, claiming that it is not showing concern for the province of Kosovo and Metohija. Attacks were mostly directed at the prime minister and Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic, but both of them rejected the accusations that the government has done nothing and that it is not taking care of the Serbs in Kosovo and Metohija.
BRADIC: GOVERNMENT STABLE, PROBLEMS WILL BE SOLVED 

BELGRADE, Dec 19 (Tanjug) - Serbian Culture Minister Nebojsa Bradic said that the Serbian government is stable in its fundamental goals, and that the problems existing among the coalition partners will be resolved by the end of the year. Controversial issues surfaced among the parties that form the ruling coalition with the approach of the date of the signing of the energy agreement with Russia, Bradic said, expressing confidence that "things will, nevertheless, return to normal at the end of the month." "If the objective is to have a stable period ahead of us, after a very difficult year, I believe there is a very big reason why we should be moving toward a more stable period, so that we could manage to complete the begun processes," Bradic said. 
MARKOVIC: NOBODY WANTS ELECTIONS 

BELGRADE, Dec 19 (Tanjug) - Minister of State Administration and Local Governance Milan Markovic has said that he believes that the there is a likelihood of 90 percent that the Serbian government will survive, 10 percent that it will undergo a reshuffle and less than one percent that new elections will be called. "In the political sense, I believe that polemics and confrontation of stands within the government will not leave any major consequences on its survival. I am convinced that the government will continue to perform priority activities for the country, because all partners in the coalition are serious and responsible politicians and nobody wants to gamble," Markovi said. Speaking in an interview for Vecernje Novosti, he said that elections were the least favourable option and that they would be unsuitable both for citizens and political parties at this point.
serbia – economic crisis / budget / ENERGY AGREEMENT

2009 BUDGET IS "HISTORIC"  

BELGRADE, Dec 18 (Tanjug) - State Secretary in the Finance Ministry Slobodan Ilic said that the 2009 budget, adopted by the government, is "a historic" one, because " some things are being curtailed for the very first time." "For us, it is important to go in the opposite direction from the direction taken previously with regards public spending," Ilic told. He underscored that the best option would be for the budget to the adopted as soon as possible, "but our political situation and parliament are such that we should bear that in mind."
DINKIC: TWO KEY MEASURES FOR ECONOMIC STABILIZATION 

NOVI SAD, Dec 19 (Tanjug) - Minister of Economy and Regional Development Mladjan Dinkic said that the government has prepared two key measures that should make things easier to tackle in the next year. "We must preserve the solvency of companies, primarily exporters, with favorable credits, and at the same time cut down public spending," Dinkic told ahead of giving a lecture at the Faculty of Economy on the effects of the economic policy in 2008 and the projections for the year 2009, within the global economic crisis. "The first measure of the government, therefore, will be inexpensive credits from the Development Fund, which must not have interest rates higher than 4-5 %. We have secured also 50 billion dinars from the budget for guarantees, and all those who get these credits will not be permitted to dismiss workers for a certain period of time," he said. Dinkic listed as the second measure savings at the level of the state, and also all the other factors that will contribute to the stability of prices and the rate of exchange of the national currency, the dinar.
COURT ASKS PARLIAMENT FOR OPINION ON ENERGY AGREEMENT  


BELGRADE, Dec 18 (Beta) - The Serbian Constitutional Court on Dec. 18 decided to seek from the Serbian Parliament its opinion on the initiatives for the assessment of the constitutionality of certain provisions in the energy agreement with Russia. The Serbian Parliament has a 60day deadline to reply to the court's request, and after that, the Constitutional Court will continue to act on the submitted initiatives. In the public part of the session, the Judge Rapporteur said the Constitutional Court should ask the Serbian Parliament for its opinion, because there is a question whether the agreement represents an international contract subject to constitutional and judicial control. 

DATE OF SIGNING OF DOCUMENTS COULD BE REVEALED FRIDAY 

BELGRADE, Dec 18 (Tanjug) - State Secretary in the Energy Ministry Dusan Mrakic told that the talks on the energy arrangement with the RF are close to completion and that the exact date of the signing of documents could be revealed on Friday, with the actual signing possibly next week. "We are nearing the completion of the talks, which are going in a good direction. This eveing we will be conducting very important talks," Mrakic said, adding that certain technical details remain to the pinpointed and that the exact date when the documents will be signed could be revealed either tomorrow or the day after. Mrakic set out that a memorandum for Banatski Dvor and an agreement for the South Stream would be signed, thus determining the basic conditions and principles of the future agreement for the construction of the gas pipeline.He added that a contract on the sale of the NIS will be signed. 
GAZPROM: WE HAVE ENOUGH GAS AND MONEY FOR BOTH PIPELINES  


MOSCOW, Dec 18 (Beta) - Gazprom is preparing for the final signing of the document on the purchase of 51 percent of the Serbian Oil Industry, deputy chairman of the company's board of directors Alexander Medvedev stated on Dec. 18.He told journalists in Moscow that it is expected the document will be signed together with the other two from the energy agreement with Serbia, adding that "now, the signing date has been set, since it will be performed in the presence of the two countries' top officials." Medvedev stated that the documents for the South Stream gas pipeline and the construction of the Banatski Dvor gas repository have been initialed and are ready for signing."The second and the third document have already been initialed and are ready for signing. They will be signed together with the document on the Serbian Oil Industry, in which experts still need to specify some details and formulations," he said. Answering journalists' questions, Medvedev said that Gazprom has the necessary amounts of gas to fill both the North and South Streams. "Gazprom has gas, as well as money to construct the gas pipeline," he underlined.  

serbia – eu
Jeremic: GOAL IS EU MEMBERSHIP AND COOPERATION WITH RUSSIA 

BELGRADE, Dec 18 (Tanjug) - Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic has said that Serbia's strategic goal is membership in the EU, noting that in the coming decades Serbia's major bilateral relationship will be with the Russian Federation. "We will do our best to join the EU as soon as possible, but we will always be close to Russia. Relations with the Russian Federation are centuries-long, they are very close, brotherly and based on partnership," Jeremic told NIN in an interveiw. He said that the Serbian government's foreign policy priorities are the defence of the constitutional order, speeding up european integrations and achieveing harmonious relations in the region. "The truth is that there is the danger of cutting these paths, and here I am primarily referring to the defence of the constitutional order and faster european integrations, and this is why our diplomatic task is to keep these two paths separate," Jeremic underscored. He stated that Serbia fully cooperates with the tribunal in The Hague, which is why he expects the continuation of the process of european integrations.
Djelic: EUROPEAN UNION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION IN 2009  


BELGRADE, Dec 18 (Beta) - Deputy Prime Minister Bozidar Djelic said that during 2009 Serbia will submit its application for EU candidate status and that this step will be made in cooperation with partners within the EU. "In order for the EU to consider a certain candidacy, it must evaluate how the Stabilization and Association Agreement is being applied. Therefore, as of Jan. 1, we will begin its implementation, so that when the time comes, we have every element and the European Commission will think positively of Serbia's application," said Djelic. He told journalists in the Serbian Parliament that over the next weeks and months Serbia will continue its efforts to change the stance of the Netherlands to allow the interim trade agreement to also be applied to Serbia. According to the deputy prime minister, Serbia is doing everything it can to locate the two remaining Hague fugitives and the Netherlands will see everincreasing evidence that Serbia is doing absolutely everything it can to complete cooperation with the Hague tribunal.  

SCHWARZENBERG SEES SERBIA AS PART OF EUROPE 

BELGRADE, Dec 19 (Tanjug) - Foreign Minister Karel Schwarzenberg of the Czech Republic, which will take over the EU Presidency in two weeks time from France on Jan 1, 2009, has said that his great wish is to see that Serbia should enter the procedure for acquiring candidate status for joining the EU during the mandate of the Czech Presidency. That is his dream, the minister said. Naturally, he is aware that certain countries are still against this, but he sincerely hopes he will manage to persuade them that their stand is wrong. In an interview to Vecernje novosti, Schwarzenberg said he knows that this will not be easy, but pointed out that it is one of the true goals of his country's EU Presidency. There is a traditional friendship between Serbia and the Czech Republic, he said, but stressed that he definitely considers Serbia a country of crucial importance in the Balkans. It is an illusion if someone thinks they can establish peace and economic prosperity in the Balkans without Serbia, he told the daily, adding that he will convey this to his European friends. Serbia is an exceptional country, he said. He could not say why the countries of this region are called countries of the western Balkans, but pointed out that, in any case, Serbia is probably the best prepared of them all. Serbia has a competent and efficient administration and Belgrade has always been a European capital, Schwarzenberg told Vecernje novosti.

TRIBUNAL HOPES TO TRY MLADIC AND KARADZIC TOGETHER  


The Hague, Dec 18 (Beta) - The U.N. war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia hopes that wanted Bosnian Serb Gen. Mladic can be caught in time to put him on trial with his old political leader Karadzic, the tribunal's chief prosecutor, Serge Brammertz, said on Dec. 18. If Mladic were captured before the start of Karadzic's trial, the case against him could be "swiftly joined" and they could be tried more efficiently together, Brammertz told reporters in The Hague. "This is the only good solution," he said. Both suspects are accused of genocide. Brammertz said combining his case with Karadzic's would probably take a "matter of days." "We are aware of the need to be as efficient as possible," he said.  

serbia

Foreign Ministry on stand-by for passport information 

BELGRADE, Dec 18 (Tanjug) - The Foreign Ministry has announced that next week its Consular Directorate would be on 24-hour stand-by to be able to send timely information to the governments and foreign ministries of other countries about the extention of the duration of old Serbian passports. Immediately after the Seriban parliament adopts changes and amendments to the Law on Travel Documents, the FM will send a note containing all the necessary information about the extention of the duration of the old passports to all foreign embassies accredited to Belgrade, and to all diplomatic - consular offices of the Republic of Serbia abroad. This urgent information about the duration of travel documents will enable Serbian nationals to travel unimeeded in the coming period, the FM said.
CVETKOVIC RECEIVES FIRST ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE CERTIFICATE 

BELGRADE, Dec 19 (Tanjug) - Serbian Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic received at the Central Post Office in Belgrade on Friday the first Serbian certificate on the electronic signature. Cvetkovic said that this was an important step towards the introduction of electronic management. He quoted the example of the copying and printing of the budget in a huge number of copies, which took two days, and if this had been done electronically it would have taken just between 10 and 15 minutes.
Sutanovac: 2009 FULL OF CHALLENGES, BUT ECONOMIC ONES  


BELGRADE, Dec 18 (Beta) - Serbian Defense Minister Dragan Sutanovac stated on Dec. 18 that 2008 was a year full of security challenges because of the declaration of Kosovo's independence, and expressed satisfaction over the fact that in this there had been no danger to the citizens' safety. Speaking at a reception to mark the Christmas and New Year's holidays, Sutanovac said he also expected 2009 to be full of challenges, but in the economic sense, and announced that the ministry will continue the process of professionalization of the military. The reception was attended by representatives of the government, the Security and Information Agency, the Serbian Orthodox Church, ambassadors, military attaches assigned to Belgrade and representatives of the media.  

SERBIAN & ITALIAN POLICE TO FOSTER COOPERATION 

BELGRADE, Dec 18 (Tanjug) - The agreement between the Serbian and the Italian police forces on jointly fighting all forms of crime signed in Rome on Thursday is another step forward in the already good cooperation, Serbian Deputy Premier and Interior Minister Ivica Dacic said. The agreement envisages cooperation in fighting organized crime, narcotics trafficking and international terrorism, and lays the legal basis for fostering cooperation, he told Tanjug from Rome.  The agreement was signed by Dacic and Italian Interior Minister Roberto Maroni. Agreement was also reached to continue training Serbian police officers in Italy, especially traffic police, Dacic said. Italy's support in access to EU funds for automatic traffic control on the highway section through Serbia was also discussed, he said.
MUNTER OPENS COMPETITION "INVESTMENT INTO SERBIA" 

BELGRADE, Dec 18 (Tanjug) - US Ambassador to Serbia Cameron Munter opened a competition dubbed "Investment into Serbia" in which 20 municipalities and cities are competing in the quality of their promotional materials and presentations aimed to attract potential investors. Munter said that what the municipalities presented is a kind of "showcase" which contains what they have to offer, adding that the municipalities have the opportunity to present their potentials, attract the attention of potential investors and convince them to "open the doors" and opt for a certain investment. A member of the board of managers of the National Alliance for Local Economic Development, Ivana Veselinovic, said that due to the global financial crisis, in the third quarter of 2008, Serbia has recorded ten times less investments compared to the first two quarters. The realization of the government's plan for attracting four billon euros in investments in 2009 would be a "achievemet", Veselinovic said, adding that the task for attracting investments is feasible if a favourable economic environment and a business climate are created and if investors are ofered simple procedures and administration.
EXHIBITION "APPLIED NOSTALGIA PARISBELGRADE" OPENED  


BELGRADE, Dec 18 (Beta) - In Belgrade, an exhibition of photographs entitled "Applied Nostalgia ParisBelgrade," by Vinciana Verguethen from Paris and Nebojsa Babic from Belgrade, was opened. The authors' intention is to present their views of the two capitals via this event."This exhibition holds an intelligent concept of crossed views, and these views illustrate well the relations between our two capitals," the French ambassador, Jean-Francois Terral, said while opening the exhibition. Deputy Prime Minister Bozidar Djelic, whose office is the sponsor of the project "Applied Nostalgia," thanked France for its support to Serbia during its term of presiding over the European Union, which ends on Dec. 31. "France's presiding was somewhat short of expectations, because we had expected the deblocking of the interim trade agreement between Serbia and the EU, but still, France has worked as a true ally of our country," Djelic said. The exhibition in the French Cultural Center will last until Jan. 17, 2009.  

Crvenkovski: AMBASSADOR TO SERBIA QUICKLY 


SKOPJE, Dec 18 (Beta) - Macedonian President Branko Crvenkovski warned on Dec. 18 that "any scenario that leads to a possible division of Kosovo along ethnic lines is dangerous and could result in grave consequences for the entire region."In his annual address to the Macedonian Parliament, Crvenkovski added that the international community would need to bear this fact in mind, adding that "the latest events in and around northern Kosovo are a just cause for concern."Commenting on relations with Serbia, the Macedonian president called on the government to immediately appoint a new ambassador to Belgrade, as a sign of good will for a quick and complete normalization of relations."The positive message Serbian President Boris Tadic has sent should be used immediately. I am once again calling on the government to start the prescribed procedure, in keeping with the Constitution and the law, for the appointing of the new ambassador," Crvenkovski said. He accused the government of leading the country farther away from the EU and NATO through its populist policies, without explaining to the people what plan Macedonia has in the event it remains outside these organizations over a prolonged period of time. Prime Minister Nikola Gruevski did not attend the president's regular annual address to the parliament.   

kosovo – metohija

NATO ADMIRAL: APPOINTMENTS IN SECURITY SECTOR LATE  

Pristina, Dec 18 (Beta) - The head of NATO's Military Committee, Adm. Giampaolo di Paola, assessed that Kosovo's institutions are late in appointing a commander of the Kosovo Security Forces. "The Kosovo side has to do its part of the job. Kosovo institutions have still not appointed a Kosovo Security Forces commander. It was envisaged that the commander will also take part in the Recruitment Committee, and that is why the process of recruitment of Security Forces members is behind schedule," Di Paola stated for the Dec. 18 edition of the Pristina daily Koha Ditore.The daily notes that some of the preparations have been completed, that the competition and the necessary campaign for the public have been announced, but that now the beginning of the program's realization is being waited for.The NATO countries are gathering funds for the formation of the Kosovo Security Forces. According to Di Paola, the envisaged amount has not yet been collected, but he does not expect any problems to occur as far as that is concerned.  

PORTUGAL CONTINUES SUPPORTING KOSOVO  


Pristina, Dec 18 (Beta) - Portuguese Defense Minister Nuno Severiano Teixeira stated in Pristina that Lisbon is continuing its support for the people and institutions of Kosovo, both on the political and the economic planes, and promised help in improving the capacities of the Kosovo Security Forces. During his oneday visit, Teixeira met with President Sejdiu and the minister of security forces, Fehmi Mujota. "Portugal is engaged in EULEX and we hope the mission will be deployed throughout Kosovo, to serve as a significant mission in the consolidation of the state of Kosovo," said Teixeira. President Sejdiu thanked Portugal for its support to Kosovo on the military and economic planes. In his response to media inquiries about delays in the appointment of the Kosovo Security Forces' commander, Sejdiu said this cannot be viewed as a delay, but rather as "a need for further consultation."  

CHURKIN: UN SC PREROGATIVES PRESERVED 

MOSCOW, Dec 19 (Tanjug) - The issue of Kosovo kept the world under tension in 2008, the Russian TV channel Vesti reported on Friday. TV Russia reporter from UN Headquarters in New York said in a report on the successes of the Russian diplomacy that the declaration of independence of the Serbian province had not been avoided, that its sovereignty was recognised by "its authors and ideologists, the United States and Europe," but that according to Russian diplomats, de iure, Kosovo was still a part of Serbia under the UN control. "The Security Council prerogatives have been maintained, application of Resolution 1244 has been maintained, success has been made with the preservation of the UN political control over Kosovo," UN Ambassador to the United Nations Vitaly Churkin told. 

