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sERbia – VOTING NO TRUST IN GOVERNMENT
PARLIAMENT OPENS SESSION ON VOTING NO TRUST IN GOVERNMENT 

BELGRADE, Dec 18 (Tanjug) - Members of the Serbian National Assembly opened a session on the initiative for voting no trust in the Serbian government, which was put forward by a group of opposition MPs.  The session will be attended by Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic and most of the members of the government. The initiative for voting no trust in government was presented on November 4 by the deputies of the Serbian Radical Party (SRS), Democratic Party of Serbia (DSS) and New Serbia (NS), and in the meantime, the proposal was also backed by the Serbian Progressive Party (SNS). These parties have a total of 108 MPs.  For voting no confidence in the government, it is necessary that the proposal be backed by 126 deputies, i.e. at least half of the total of 250 members of the parliament.
DJELIC: SERBIAN GOVERNMENT IS STABLE 

BELGADE, Dec 17 (Tanjug) - Deputy Premier Bozidar Djelic said that the Serbian government is stable and that the global financial crisis requires faster and more extensive activities in the coming months. "The Serbian government is stable, this does not mean that we should agree about everything, but the strategic goal is very clear and we continue to work." Djelic told. Speaking about the talks on Serbia's gas arrangement with Russia, Djelic underscored that he has informed all ministers who are members of the working group for the talks about our obligations which stem form the ratification and implementation of the SAA. He explained that this means that the Serbian oil derivates market should be liberalized by 2010 and that all European ecology standards should be implemented by the end of 2011. According to him, what the working group manages to negotiate cannot be contrary to Serbia's european obligations in any way.
DINKIC: GOVERNMENT IS STABLE & OPERATIONAL 

BELGRADE, Dec 17 (Tanjug) - Deputy Prime Minister and Economy Minister Mladjan Dinkic said that the Serbian government was stable and operational. "The Serbian government operates, analysts analyse and those who speculate speculate," Dinkic told reporters at the Serbian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, where he met with exporters. 
DJELIC: GOVERNMENT NOT THREATENED, NO TALK OF RECONSTRUCTION 

BELGRADE, Dec 18 (Tanjug) -Deputy Premier Bozidar Djelic said that the parliament will not take a vote of confidence in the government, that MPs will adopt the 2009 draft budget by the end of the year, and pass the law on extending the validity of passports on Saturday. "The government is not jeopardized in the strategic sense," Djelic said, speaking on TV B92. He stressed that there is absolutely no talk of a government reconstruction, and pointed out that the main objective is to see that people keep their jobs in the next year. Djelic also said he trusts that the bill on extending the validity of the blue Serbian passports will be adopted on Saturday. In the event that this does not happen, however, the government has prepared a legal solution so that these passports will definitely be valid until the end of 2009, Djelic said. Speaking about the support of international financial institutions, Djelic said the leaders of the EIB confirmed 540 million euroos for the next year for Corridor 10. In addition to guarantees from the budget worth 600 million euros, 250 million euros is also envisaged to back the solvency of Serbia's economic system, he specified.

serbia – economic crisis / budget
CVETKOVIC SAYS BUDGET WILL BE ADOPTED BY END OF YEAR 

BELGRADE, Dec 17 (Tanjug) - Prime Minister Cvetkovic expressed belief that the 2009 budget would be adopted by the end of the year, and added that if that was not to be the case, temporary financing would last only several days, until the adoption of the new budget.  Addressing journalists at the Chamber of Comm, he announced that the government would take one bill off the parliament's agenda, which would shorten the debate and make room for the budget issue. The prime minister said that "all the plans have been made so that the budget could be adopted by the end of the calendar year," and added that in case the plans failed, temporary financing would last only a couple of days - until the adoption of budget.
Cvetkovic: EXPORTS IS BEST CHANCE FOR OVERCOMING CRISIS  

BELGRADE, Dec 17 (Beta) - Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic stated that increasing exports was Serbia's best chance to alleviate the consequences of the global economic crisis on the economy and the overall standard of the citizens."All eyes are on exporters, because of which the government brought a package of economic measures to boost exporting companies, as well as domestic production that substitutes imported products," the prime minister said at a meeting between the government and exporters at the Serbian Chamber of Commerce. The prime minister said that everyone in Serbia businessmen, employees, pensioners and political parties have to unite and show solidarity to overcome the economic crisis. Cvetkovic stressed that the current consideration was to find the best way to supply the economy with credit, i.e. how to overcome the lack of liquidity in the economy through high liquidity of banks. "In order to accomplish this, the government has secured in the 2009 budget, more than EUR500 million in credit guarantees, while the economy will receive 200 million in credits through the development fund," the prime minister said. In his words, guarantees will also be given for credits of the European Investment Bank (EIB) to small and medium enterprises, in the amount of EUR250 million. Cvetkovic said the incentives for the economy should secure a planned growth of Serbia's gross domestic product of 3.5 % in 2009. He stressed that, besides incentives, the state will also be applying measures of economisation, i.e. a reduction in the expenses covered from the state budget, which includes financing public enterprises. According to figures of the Serbian Chamber of Commerce, in 10 months of this year, Serbia exported $9.6 billion worth of goods and imported 19.9 billion, so the trade deficit amounted to $10.4 billion.  

DJELIC: GOVERNMENT HAS PREPARED MEASURES FOR AIDING EXPORTERS 

BELGRADE, Dec 17 (Tanjug) - Deputy Premier Bozidar Djelic said  that the demand on key markets for Serbian exports has dropped due to the global financial crisis, which is why the government has prepared a set of measuers for helping exporters. Speaking to exporters in the Serbian Chamber of Commerce, Djelic stated that the first package of measures aims to boost the competitiveness of the Serbian economy and that it includes easing the procedures at border crossings and procedures for acquiring construction and other permits. Djelic set out that the implementation of the transition trade agreement would result in cheaper imported raws, which in turn will ensure "the easier import of raws and equipment" into Serbia. The second set of measures includes facilitating access of exporters to funds for financing, Djelic said, adding that the European Investment Bank has allocated 250 million euros for the liquidity of the Serbian banking sector. According to him, the third group of measures aimes to sustain the growth of exports to the existing markets and to ensure exports to new ones.
Dinkic: COOPERATION BETWEEN FIAT & SERBIA TO CONTINUE

BELGRADE, Dec 17 (Beta) - Deputy Prime Minister Mladjan Dinkic said that the government's joint project with FIAT will continue."Given that the Kragujevac factory will manufacture small city cars, the project will go ahead," Dinkic said at a meeting of government officials and exporters at the Serbian Chamber of Commerce. Dinkic said that FIAT had indeed shut down its factories in Italy, but its other factories in the world were still operative, adding that production has even increased at the company's plant in Poland."We have a signed contract and we will hold a meeting in Kragujevac with the joint company's general manager, Giovanni de Filippis," he said, and added that "workers are being interviewed, factory reconstruction is under way and the Punto production line will soon be launched, as well." According to him, FIAT's response to the ongoing financial crisis is to cut costs and manufacture in markets with lower production costs and state stimulation, like the one provided by the Serbian government."Our joint product will be one of the biggest export products in the coming period," Dinkic said, adding that the car industry is a chance for Serbian export. Following businesspeople's demands for tax exemption on the import of new equipment, Dinkic said that such a measure has been incorporated in the new customs procedure law, which is on the parliament's agenda and is to be debated in February 2009.  

Djelic: SERBIA'S CREDIT RATING DID NOT FALL

BELGRADE, Dec 17 (Beta) - Deputy Prime Minister Djelic stated that Serbia's credit rating had not dropped, despite the world economic crisis."I expect the adoption of the budget and other government measures to lead to sustaining Serbia's credit rating," Djelic said at a meeting between the Serbian government and exporters in the Serbian Chamber of Commerce. In his words, new times and circumstances have not changed Serbia's key goal for the problems facing exporters to become the problems of the state, which has not been the case so far. "Serbia's macroeconomic stability is not possible without increasing exports," Djelic stressed. However, he pointed out that a poll among Serbia's 100 biggest exporters had shown that the stagnation of exports is possible, due to a drop in the prices of Serbia's main export items food, metal and rubber, and because the countries that are the chief importers of our goods are in recession. The problem of Serbia's exports, Djelic said, is not bad performance or low productivity, but a drop in demand on key markets, to which Serbia exports the major portion of its products. The deputy prime minister said Serbia still had the possibility of becoming an exportoriented country. 

serbia – eu
DJELIC: WE WILL APPLY FOR EU CANDIDATE STATUS NEXT YEAR  

BELGRADE, Dec 18 (Tanjug) Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Bozidar Djelic said on Thursday that Serbia would apply for the EU membership next year.  Djelic told reporters at the Serbian parliament that in order for the application to be approved, Serbia needed to start implementing the provisional trade agreement and Stabilisation and Association Agreement with the European Union as of January 1.  He announced that Serbia would continue with its efforts aimed at ensuring that the Netherlands change its stand and unfreeze the implementaiton of the provisional trade agreement with Serbia.  "In the weeks and months to come, the Netherlands will face more and more evidence that Serbia is doing everything in its power to complete cooperation with the ICTY," Djelic said. 
AGREEMENT WITH NETHERLANDS ON SAA POSSIBLE IN COMING WEEKS 

LUXEMBOURG, Dec 17 (Tanjug) -Luxembourg Foreign Minister Jean Asselborn said, folowing talks with his Serbian counterpart Vuk Jeremic, that he believes that a solution is possible with The Netherlands on deblocking the temporary agreement with Serbia in the coming weeks. Asselborn said that he understands the reasons why The Netherlands has a firm stand with regards cooperation with the tribunal in The Hague, but that now we have to go together in a good direction. "I believe that we will manage to find a solution with (Dutch Foreign Minister Maxime) Verhagen in the next few weeks," Asselborn told a press conference with Jeremic. The Netherlands insists that the transitional agreement with Serbia should not be deblocked until Serbia delivers to The Hague General Ratko Mladic. For the agreement to be deblocked all 27 EU countries must vote for it.
AMBASSADOR URSTAD: MLADIC MUST BE IN ICTY 

BELGRADE, Dec 17 (Tanjug) - Ambassador Hans Ola Urstad, Head of the OSCE Mission in Serbia, has said that ICTY indictees Mladic and Hadzic must face justice. It is sad to see how two suspects, Mladic and Hadzic, are still doing damage to their country. If they had the courage and honor and were persons with morals, they would naturally surrender themselves, Urstad said in daily Vecernje novosti. Mladic and Tadic have been indicted by the ICTY in The Hague but they are still at large. Asked how corruption is an obstacle to Serbia's accession to the EU, the OSCE official said it is unfortunate that Serbia is under the 70th place on the list of world countries according to notice of corruption. That is obviously too low a position for a country such as Serbia. This has a doubly negative effect on the economy, Urstad said. Corruption implies that normal economic mechanisms of control do not exist or are not efficacious, and this in turn has a negative effect on foreign and domestic investments, Ambassador Urstad said.
serbia – eulex

BOGDANOVIC: SERBIA RESOLVED FOR ENTIRE TRUTH TO PREVAIL 

BELGRADE, Dec 17 (Tanjug) - Kosovo and Metohija Minister Goran Bogdanovic said that the state is firmly resolved to shed light on all injustices that occured to the Serbs from 1998 in the territory of Kosovo and to bring to justice all the perpetrators of crimes. Serbia will undertake all measures before the judicial organs and the international organizations in order for the entire truth to be revealed about those who were killed and kidnapped, Bogdanovic said during a visit to the Association of the Families of Kidnapped and Missing From Kosovo and Metohija. "This is a clear message both to the international community and to the ethnic Albanians that Serbia will not give up the just fight for the resolution of all crimes since 1998 until today," Bogdanovic underscored. He recalled that the Serbian government accepts the deployment of the EUlex mission in Kosovo and that thus there is no reason for this mission to open an office in Belgrade. The opening of that office could, according to Bogdanovic, help the families of the missing and kidnapped to learn what happened to their loved ones.
IVANKO: THERE IS NO AGREEMENT BETWEEN BELGRADE AND UNMIK 

PRISTINA, Dec 17 (Tanjug) - UNMIK spokesman Alexander Ivanko said that UNMIK officials were not informed about the entry of a Serbian Railways train into Kosovo, and that there is no agreement between UNMIK and Belgrade. Belgrade has not discussed this issue with UNMIK. We regret this. We were not informed that this train would come to Kosovo. There is no agreement that would permit the free entry of trains from Serbia into Kosovo, Ivanko said. State Secretary in the Kosovo and Metohija Ministry Oliver Ivanovic said that there are no legal obstacles banning rail traffic between Serbia and Kosovo. "Serbia has no need to seek permission for rail traffic into Kosovo" Ivanovic stated, adding that "Kosovo is a part of Serbia's territory."
EULEX READY TO EXERCISE ITS MISSION 

PRISTINA, Dec 17 (Tanjug) - EULEX chief Yves de Kermabon said that his mision is now ready to exercise its commitments in the rule of law sector together with the Kosovo government. After a meeting of the Coordinating Committe for the Rule of Law, which also comprises officials of the Kosovo government and other institutions, De Kermabon said he expects first results immediately, within a few days. Committee President Hajredin Kuci said EULEX deployment was a hopeful message to all who want to respect the rule of law, and bad news for those who disregard the law. The committee also commended the judiciary reform being prepared by the Kosovo Justice Ministry. EULEX will help Kosovo institutions carry out reforms planned for next year, De Kermabon said.
BAN: QUIET DIPLOMACY PREVENTED EXPLOSIVE SITUATION IN KOSOVO 

NEW YORK, Dec 18 (Tanjug) - UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said evening that quiet diplomacy helped prevent a potentially explosive situation in Kosovo. "We have managed the potentially explosive situation in Kosovo through quiet diplomacy," Ban said, addressing an end-of-year news conference at the UN Headquarters in New York. The secretary-general warned that the year 2009 will not be any less difficult than the present one. The whole world has united to fight the global economic crisis, and the global cooperation will be the key to a solution, Ban was quoted as saying on the UN website, stressing that he is pleased with how the world has rallied in the face of the global economic recession.  "Yet I fear we are only at the end of the beginning; this crisis will challenge the sense of global solidarity that is key to any solution," Ban said.
serbia

JEREMIC: SERBIA CONTINUES STRUGGLE FOR SOVEREIGNTY AND INTEGRITY 

LUXEMBOURG, Dec 17 (Tanjug) - After meeting with Luxembourg FM Jean Asselborn, his counterpart Vuk Jeremic said that Serbia is cooperating fully with the tribunal in The Hague and that it expects the next institutional step for Serbia's association with the EU to be realized as soon as possible. Jeremic said that Serbia would continue the fight for its sovereignty and territorial integrity, and that it is good that Brussels shares Belgrade's position that the issue of the status of Kosovo and european integrations are two separate processes. Asselborn said that it is important that the issue of Kosovo is resolved "step by step, to see what is possible." If we mix these two issues, we will be unable to find good solutions in both spheres, he stated. Asselborn underscored that Kosovo remains "a very difficult question" and thanked Belgrade on "its great help with regards the deployment of EUlex."
Cvetkovic: GOVERNMENT STILL HAS NO REASON TO START ARBITRATION  

BELGRADE, Dec 17 (Beta) - Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic stated that, at this point, the government still has no reason to initiate a case of arbitration regarding the contract on the concession for the Horgos-Pozega motorway.The consortium of concessionaires, Alpina and Porr, announced that they had terminated the concession contract and initiated mediation procedure, since the Serbian government had failed to offer an adequate solution for both sides. The concessionaires have announced that they will initiate arbitration procedure in Paris if the mediation fails. At a meeting of the Serbian government with the biggest exporters, at the Serbian Chamber of Commerce, Cvetkovic said the contract on concession has not come into effect and that the government has no reason to initiate arbitration for the time being."The concessionaires have until the end of this year to fulfill the obligations from the contract, and if they do not do so, the Serbian government will decide what further steps to take," the prime minister said. BETA was told by the Serbian government that the concession contract had not yet come into effect because the concessionaires had not completed the financial construction for the deal.The completion of the financial construction is the precondition for the contract to come into effect, it was said in the government. A representative of Alpina, Helena Alute, stated in December that the concessionaires had requested the Serbian government to cover their expenses in the amount of EUR12.9 million, which were the real expenses arising from the signed contract. The Serbian government did not offer any compensation to the concessionaires, but, according to the media, offered to return the EUR10 million bank guarantees and buy the documents the concessionaires had produced for building the motorway, for EUR2.5 million.The concession contract for the Horgos-Pozega motorway was signed in March 2007 by the Serbian government, of which Kostunica was prime minister. In the wake of signing the contract, the public and various organizations have contested the concession as being bad for Serbia. According to earlier estimates, the value of the concession for the Horgos-Pozega motorway is about EUR1.5 bill.  

DULIC: GOVERNMENT WILL DO ALL IT CAN TO AVOID ARBITRAGE  

BELGRADE, Dec 17 (Tanjug) - The Serbian government will do all it can so as to avoid arbitrage regarding the concession contract on the Horgos-Pozega highway and to create conditions which will make it possible to begin the construction of Corridor 10 in March, Minister of Environment Protection and Spatial Planning Oliver Dulic said. "Yesterday we received the concessionaire's decision to break the concession deal, but our stand is that the contract has not even come into force yet and that it would have come into effect had the concessionaire succeeded in closing the financial construction, the deadline of which is Dec 31," Dulic said while touring an eco kindergarten in the Belgrade settlement of Vracar. Dulic underlined that the avoiding of arbitrage was in everybody's interest, adding that although arbitrage would not stop the construction of the highway, it was very likely to cause inconvenience to the concessionaire and the state, as well additional unnecessary expenses the government would rather avoid. According to him, the Serbian government has tried on several occasions to talk with the concessionaire and find ways for an amicable settlement, but no agreement has been reached so far. Because of all this, we do not understand why the concessionaire has made such a move and we are yet to decide on the steps we should take next, he said. "In any case, Dec 31 remains to be deadline by which the concessionaire is supposed to provide a financial construction, and if he fails to do that, the guarantees the concessionaire has given in respect of the financial construction and finalisation of the job will be activated," Dulic said.
PAJTIC AND FALLER SIGN PROTOCOL ON ECONOMIC COOPERATION 

BELGRADE, Dec 17 (Tanjug) - Vojvodina Executive Council President Bojan Pajtic and State Secretary in the Hungarian Foreign Ministry, Jeno Faller, signed in Belgrade a protocol on economic cooperation between Hungary and Serbia. "For Serbia, Hungary is one of the major trade partners and the 2008 foreign trade between the two countries amounts to over one billion dollars, while direct Hungarian investments into Serbia over the past eight years total 340 million euros," Pajatic told reporters after the signing of the protocol. During the two-day meeting of the Commission for Economic Cooperation Between Serbia and Hungary, it was agreed to jointly promote Serbia's investment potentials and defined were joint infrastructure projects that will aid the further development of the two countries' economies and agricultures, Pajtic said. He spoke about a joint initiative for the Tizsa River to be declared a navigable river route of international importance and free to international navigation. Pajtic also said that agreement was reached on the importance of work on the transport and economic potentials of the Danube River.
LEGION OF HONOUR MEDAL 

BELGRADE, Dec 17 (Tanjug) - President of the Fund for Political Excellence Sonja Liht received the highest French decoration - the Legion of Honour Medal. At a celebration at the French Embassy, French Ambassador Jean-Francois Terral said that Liht symbolised the values of the civil society and those that represented Serbia's European future.
