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SERBIA

JEREMIC CONFERS WITH JAPAN BANK GOVERNOR 
TOKYO, Oct 30 (Tanjug) - Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic signed Friday with Governor of the Japan Bank for International Cooperation Yoshihiko Morita a joint statement on Serbian-Japanese cooperation, the foreign minister's press office told Tanjug. 
The agreement with the Japan Bank for International Cooperation is extremely important for Serbia, since it directly opens space for Japanese investments that amount to several hundred million euros, primarily in the domain of energy efficiency, renewable energy production and environmental protection. Jeremic also met with representatives of the House of Representatives and the House of Councilors of the Japanese parliament, Takahiro Yokomichi and Satsuki Eda respectively, on Friday. 
Ahead of the meeting with Eda, Jeremic visited the parliament and attended part of a House of Representatives special session, in which Japanese Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama and members of his cabinet took part. Jeremic conferred with his Japanese counterpart Katsuya Okada on Thursday and arranged that Tokyo soon abolishes visas for Serbian citizens traveling to Japan.
CVETKOVIC: UN AGENCIES AND SERBIA REMAIN LOYAL PARTNERS 
BELGRADE, Oct 30 (Tanjug) - UN agencies and Serbia will remain loyal partners in building a safe future for the country, whose government will continue to support the world organization in all its projects, Serbia's Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic and UN Resident Coordinator in Serbia William Infante said Friday.
 UN agencies will also conduct a new strategy, based on stability as the sum of security and development in a country, Infante stated, speaking at a reception at the Belgrade City Hall, which was organized to mark the end of the UN Week. Infante said that the UN would continue to promote development and democracy in Serbia and work to include ethnic minority representatives in that as well, adding that he was convinced the young people in Serbia would create a new image for the country, which had experienced great progress in the past five years. 
Cvetkovic stressed that Serbia was attributing great significance to UN activities, being a successor of a UN founder country, because "the organization has been devoted to world peace and friendly relations between countries since its very beginning," but also to global challenges, like climate change and poverty. 
Cvetkovic pointed out that the previous week was particularly important because of the large amount of attention paid to the young population in Serbia and their involvement in public life, as well as to the country's dedication towards providing them with a safe future.
BILDT: IT IS NOT TIME FOR SERBIA'S APPLICATION YET 

BELGRADE, Nov 2 (Tanjug) - EU Council of Ministers Chairman and Swedish Foreign Minister Carl Bildt has stated that Serbia's application for accession in the European Union was not on the agenda. When asked by the Belgrade daily Vecernje Novosti whether he was disappointed with the negotiations in Butmir, during which Bosnia-Herzegovina leaders had failed to reach a compromise despite his mediation, Bildt replied that he was not. 

I am not disappointed with the talks themselves, but with some Bosnian political leaders, said Bildt, adding that this had been the situation for the past 15 years. On the occasion of the accusations made by the Bosniak leadership that he himself is responsible for the bad climate because, according to their interpretation, he had helped the release of Biljana Plavsic, Bildt said that he has no comment.

HOLLAND WAITS FOR BRAMMERTZ'S REPORT 
BELGRADE, Oct 30 (Tanjug) - The members of a Serbian parliamentary delegation, which recently visited the Dutch parliament, assessed on Friday that a debate had been launched in the Netherland's parliament and among the public, which questions the country's hindering the European integration of Serbia, but added, however, that Holland might change its stand only once ICTY Chief Prosecutor Serge Brammertz had presented his positive evaluation.  
Addressing the press, Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Serbian National Assembly Dragoljub Micunovic said that he had conveyed to his Dutch colleagues the stand that Serbia had been fully cooperating with The Hague Tribunal and that it was doing all in its power to finalise that cooperation. We asked them if they truly believed their country and its parliament, as the main obstacles to the unfreezing of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA), were acting correctly, Micunovic added.  
During the two day stay, the members of the Serbian delegation conferred with Dutch diplomats - Foreign Ministry's Director General for Political Affairs Peter de Hyer, Director of the South East and Eastern Europe Department Caspar Veldkamp and Political Coordinator for the West Balkans Ard van der Vorst.
MICUNOVIC: SERBIA SHOULD NOT BE PUNISHED 
BELGRADE, Nov 2 (Tanjug) - The supposition that Serbia should be punished because it is not doing enough to arrest the two remaining Hague indictees and extradite them to the ICTY is not objective, taking into account everything that the country has done, stated Dragoljub Micunovic, head of the Serbian parliament delegation which has recently visited the Dutch parliament. 
"Almost all EU member states support us in this, except for Holland," Micunovic said in an interview published by the Belgrade daily Blic Monday, adding that in the talks with his Dutch colleagues he got the impression that Holland does not want to be blamed for Serbia's falling behind on its EU pathway. Micunovic said that "Holland does not want to be perceived as our enemy and does not want us to think of them as a vengeful and xenophobe country," pointing out that "they are also looking for a way out of this situation." 
Two days before the arrival of the ICTY Chief Prosecutor Serge Brammertz, whose report on Serbia's cooperation with the ICTY will affect the decision on the unblocking of Serbia's further path towards the EU, Micunovic believes that there are no arguments to claim that Serbia does not cooperate enough. When asked if someone had provided the evidence that Ratko Mladic is not in Serbia, Micunovic said that "not even the foreign services that we cooperate with possess such evidence."
SERBIA'S ACCESSION TO EU GUARANTEED
 VRSAC, Oct 30 (Tanjug) - Serbia will join the European Union, French Ambassador to Belgrade Jean Francois Terral said Friday in Vrsac, during a joint visit with Romanian Ambassador Ion Macovei.
 The ambassadors were accompanied by Serbian Assistant Finance Minister Gordana Lazarevic and Head of Operations Section of the Delegation of the European Commission to Serbia Pierre Dybman. 
France believes that Serbia's cooperation with International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) is completely satisfactory, he said. This was confirmed by French Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner at the EU Council of Ministers session held Monday, Terral said. 
Romanian Ambassador Macovei commended intensive business activities in Vrsac and the realization of many cross-border projects between Romania and Serbia. Bilateral cooperation will be fostered in the years to come too, especially with the Serbian regions of Banat, Bor and Negotin, he said.
AWARDS FOR HONEYMOONS AT SPANISH FESTIVAL
BELGRADE, Nov 1 (Tanjug) - At recently concluded 54th international film festival in the Spanish town of Valladolid, Honeymoons, director Goran Paskaljevic's latest film, captured the highest prize, the "GOLDEN Spike," as well as the FIPRESCI Award, the international jury of film critics.
As stated Saturday in the Serbian Ministry of Culture, under strong competition between the newest works of Paul Schrader, Steven Soderbergh, Theo Angelopulos, and other well-known filmmakers from around the world, Paskaljevic's film stood out, according to the president of the jury, renowned Italian director Ettore Scola, "by its force of cinematographic expression and strong emotional impact in an involved motion picture story from the Balkans."
Paskaljevic thanked the jury and the festival at Valladolid emphasizing that he is especially proud that the decision was made by a competent jury led by the greatest living Italian director, Ettore Scola, as well as legendary Mexican director Arturo Ripstein, producer Antonio Saura, and others.
SERBIA – ECONOMY, FINANCE

RECOVERY AND INCREASE OF INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT IN SEPTEMBER 
BELGRADE, Oct 30 (Tanjug) - According to the data of the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia the industrial production in September 2009 showed signs of recovery and growth, Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia Deputy Director Miladin Kovacevic stated Friday, adding that compared to August a three percent increase was noted. 
The official statistical data show that for the first time since April, the industrial output has marked a significant increase in September, Kovacevic told Tanjug. Compared to the previous month, a 4.5 percent growth of manufacturing was noted, and an increase was marked in production of food and beverage, Kovacevic said. A smaller 1.4 percent growth was noted in August, Kovacevic said, adding that it was a consequence of activation of high furnace in the U.S. Steel and the export of steel and iron produced in the Slovakian factory.
Kovacevic said that it cannot be stated still that the September growth of industrial production is a signal of permanent recovery and change of industrial output trend. "It is necessary that such growth continues for at least two to three months, so that a change of trend occurs, then we will be able to claim that the industrial production has begun to exit recession," Kovacevic said.
SERBIA'S ICT MARKET GROWING WITH EACH YEAR 
BELGRADE, Oct 30 (Tanjug) - The Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) market in Serbia is growing by 18 to 22 percent with each year, Secretary of the Association of IT and E-business at the Serbian Chamber of Commerce Jelena Jovanovic said Friday.
 "The number of ICT companies is growing each year, especially software companies, and there are now 1,628 ICT companies in Serbia," said Jovanovic. According to her, the number of ICT sector employees is increasing by the year and stands at 35,000 right now if we include the employees of all three mobile phone service providers. "Serbia's great potential is its educated workforce, which can be seen from the poll we have conducted, showing that 62 percent of software company employees in Serbia have a degree in higher education, with programme developers being the largest in number," Jovanovic stated.
SERBIA REDUCES FOREIGN TRADE DEFICIT BY 44.8 PERCENT
 BELGRADE, Oct 30 (Tanjug) - Serbia's total foreign trade in the first nine months of 2009 was USD 17.07 billion, which is a drop of 35.9 percent compared to the same period last year, while the trade deficit during the same timespan was USD 5.1 billion, and it was 44.8 percent less than last year, the Serbian Statistical Office announced Friday. In euros, the total foreign trade in the first nine months of 2009 was EUR 12.48 billion, or 28.5 percent less than the same period last year.
 The deficit was at around EUR 3.77 billion, which is a 38.1 percent drop. Exports were at USD 5.9 billion, or 31.1 percent less than what was recorded in the first three quarters of 2008, while imports were lower by 38.2 percent, staying at about USD 11.1 billion. Calculated in euros, the exports were at about EUR 4.3 billion, which is 23.4 percent less, and the imports at around EUR 8.1 billion, resulting in a 31 percent drop. The coverage of imports by exports was 53.8 percent, and it was better compared to the corresponding numbers from 2008, when it was 48.3 percent.
MUNICH FAIR TO OPEN OFFICE IN BELGRADE 
BELGRADE, Oct 30 (Tanjug) - The Munich Fair will open its office in Belgrade on November 1 to foster promotion of Serbian companies in Germany. The Belgrade office will be under the jurisdiction of the German economic delegation for Serbia and Montenegro and will be headed by Michael Schmidt.
 The German economic delegation has signed with the Munich Fair an agreement on taking over the office as of November 1. The Munich Fair organizes about 40 exhibitions annually, with the participation of over 30,000 companies from over 100 countries.

