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SERBIA

JEREMIC ASKS OAS NOT TO RECOGNIZE KOSOVO

 SAN PEDRO,HONDURAS, June 1 (Tanjug) - Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic on Monday asked the Organization of American States (OAS) not to recognize the independence of Kosovo and reiterated that the International Court of Justice (ICJ) should rule, without politicial influence, on the legality of the unilaterally declared independence of Kosovo. 

In his address to the 39th Regular Session of the Organization of American States, held in Honduras, Jeremic expressed profound thanks to the vast majority of the OAS countries for their principled position on this issue and their support for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of a UN member State, the Republic of Serbia. "The non-recognition of the independence of Kosovo is the only way to avoid doing any further damage to the legitimacy of the international system, and to the universality of the values we hold in common. Finding a negotiated, mutually-acceptable solution to Kosovo's future status will require compromise, concession and good-will," Jeremic stated. 

Jeremic said that the International Court of Justice (ICJ) will take about a year to deliberate on whether Kosovo's unilateral declaration of independence was in accordance with international law. Jeremic welcomed the fact that the case of Kosovo's attempt at secession has attracted enormous attention from all corners of the world - as the active participation before the Court of thirty-six countries in the proceedings make clear, including Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil and Venezuela.  "The attempt to forcibly partition Serbia has struck at the very heart of the binding principles of the international system, enumerated in the Charters of the UN and regional organizations such as the OAS - principles like the respect for the territorial integrity and sovereignty of states, and the inviolability of internationally recognized borders," Jeremic set out. 

Jeremic recalled that Serbia decided to respond to this attempt at secession peacefully through international engagement.  He added that for the first time in the history of the Balkans, an issue of such fundamental importance and complexity is being resolved without resorting to the force of arms.  According to Jeremic, there are dozens of Kosovo-s throughout the world, hoping for secession to be rendered an acceptable norm. "Many existing conflicts could escalate, frozen conflicts could reignite, and new ones could be instigated," Jeremic pointed out, adding that "despite the clear obstacles" he is a cautious optimist. 

Jeremic said that Serbia views the OAS as "a crucial actor in the promotion of regional peace and security, through a principled support for democratic values, institutions, and consensus-based solutions to the world's problems." "The Republic of Serbia is in the process of prioritizing the enhancement of our relations with the Western Hemisphere, both bilaterally and through the OAS. That is why we have committed to participating in the OAS-led election observer mission to Saint Kitts and Nevis later this year. It is also why we have decided to participate in a number of other OAS programs, including de-mining," Jeremic concluded.
DACIC: SERBIA MUST NOT BE PARTITIONE

NOVI SAD, Jun 1 (Tanjug) - Serbian Deputy Prime Minister and Socialist Party of Serbia (SPS) leader Ivica Dacic said Monday that SPS cannot support any document on regionalization that might lead to some kind of partition of Serbia. 

There is no dilemma within the ruling coalition whether regionalization should be a basis for partition of Serbia, he said, noting that he was not referring to the draft Vojvodina Statute but was speaking in general. This view is shared by President Boris Tadic and his Democratic Party (DS), he told the press after opening new premises of Novi Sad police administration. 

Emphasizing that the Vojvodina Statute must conform to Serbia's Constitution, Dacic wondered whether Vojvodina Social Democrats leader Nenad Canak was upholding Serbia's Constitution when asking for seven percent of Serbia's budget to be earmarked for Vojvodina, noting that the budget could not be adopted until that request was met. Serbia's Constitution must be respected politically, not only in the financial sense, he said, expressing hope that the Vojvodina Statute will be adopted, but that it will be coordinated with Serbia's Constitution.
LJAJIC: US believe Belgrade wants to complete cooperation with ICTY


BELGRADE, June 2 (Tanjug) - The official position of the U.S. from this point on is - Serbia cooperates with the ICTY. President of the Serbian National Council for Cooperation with the ICTY Rasim Ljajic evaluated that this proves that the U.S. believe in Serbia's sincere intentions to complete the cooperation, the Belgrade daily Vecernje Novosti reports Tuesday. 

"This is a recognition to the U.S. and to Serbian services for the operative part of activities that they perform. This is also a recognition to the Serbian government for expressing political will and readiness for Mladic and Hadzic to be extradited to the ICTY as soon as possible," Ljajic said. He added that regardless of Holland's position (which will not change), "this kind of evaluation of the U.S. could have influence on other EU member states." 

"It is significant when we consider the overall atmosphere, because there has been a shadow of doubt in Belgrade's intentions for a long time. With this resolute attitude of the U.S. the doubt is removed. Therefore, Holland is the only country that does not yet believe us," Ljajic underscored.
LJAJIC: ICTY CONVICTS TO SERVE SENTENCE IN SERBIA  

BELGRADE, June 2 (Tanjug) - President of the National Council for Cooperation with the ICTY Rasim Ljajic demanded from UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon that The Hague Tribunal convicts be allowed to serve their sentence in the country they are the citizens of.

 "For its part, Serbia will provide all required guarantees that its citizens who have been found guilty before The Hague Tribunal will serve their sentence in the prisons in our country, in keeping with the envisaged standards," Ljajic told Tanjug. In the letter, which he sent to the UN secretary general on Tuesday, he also pointed to the fact that the prisons in Serbia met all the requirements in terms of security.  "I also pointed out in the letter that in case the ICTY convicts are to be allowed to serve their sentence in Serbia, it will not be possible for them to require temporary release without the approval of the Tribunal," the President of the National Council for Cooperation with the ICTY underlined. 

As a support to the request that Serbian convicts be allowed to serve their sentence in their own country, Ljajic mentioned in his letter to Ban Ki-moon the position of the United States that Serbia is cooperating with The Hague Tribunal. So far, a total of 17 countries have signed the agreement according to which ICTY convicts can serve their sentence in the prisons of their native country.  The UN Security Council will review on Thursday the latest six-moth report by Chief ICTY Prosecutor Serge Brammertz on the cooperation of the countries of the former SFRY with The Hague, including Serbia.

CROATIAN VICE PRESIDENT IN BELGRADE

BELGRADE, June 01 (Beta) - In a meeting in Belgrade on June 1, Serbian Youth and Sports Minister Snezana Samardzic Malovic and Croatian Vice President Djurdja Adlesic discussed curbing violence in sports venues and other issues of mutual interest, it is said in a statement from the ministry.  


"The goal of the meeting was to exchange experiences in curbing violence with an emphasis on fighting violence in sports venues. The two officials also discussed laws and other legal regulations in that domain, cooperation between legislative and executive authorities, and preventive measures with a special focus on education in elementary and high school," reads the statement.  


Samardzic Malovic invited Croatia to take part in a conference dubbed "Against Racism and Violence Through the Promotion of Differences," which the Youth and Sports Ministry will organize in Belgrade in late October.  


Adlesic also met with Liberal Democratic Party representatives in the parliament.  


After the meeting, Adlesic told the press the talks addressed the two countries' problems that are being tackled by the liberal parties, primarily decentralization a process that is going on both in Serbia and Croatia.  

PROTOCOL ON COOPERATION IN RIVER SAVA BASIN 

BELGRADE, June 1 (Tanjug) - Representatives of Serbia, Bosnia - Herzegovina (BiH), Croatia and Slovenia met on Monday to mark River Sava Day and to sign the Protocol on Preventing Water Pollution Caused by Navigation and the Framework Agreement On the River Sava Basin.

 Serbian Agriculture, Forestry and Waterworks Minister Sasa Dragin said that it is very important "to manage rivers in a sustainable way," so that the expoitation of rivers is realized in such a manner so as not to affect the quality of their waters. "This is why it is very important to do everything in our power to protect the Sava from the influences of our economies, transport and similar," Dragin stated. The Protocol aims to prevent, monitor and reduce pollution caused by vessels, to determine technical requirements for equipping port facilities, to inform, to develop reaction measures in case of dangerous substance spills, to monitor water quality, etc. 

At the second meeting of countries - signatories of the Framework Agreement, representatives of the four countries also signed a declaration confirming the goals of that Agreement as an important basis for various forms of cooperation and development in the region. State Secretary in the Croatian Navigation, Transport and Infrastructure Ministry Branko Bacic, who chairs the Sava Commission, said that the signatories of the Protocol are satisfied with the results achieved so far. BiH Assistant Communications and Transport Minister Veselin Poljasevic said that next month the World Bank will allocate 15 million euros for the development of the section of Sava in that country. The Framework Agreement on the River Sava Basin was signed in 2002 and came into force in 2004. The next meeting will be held in Slovenia in 2011.
SERBIA – ECONOMY, FINANCE

TRADE BETWEEN SERBIA, FINLAND DROPS BY 50 PERCENT

 BELGRADE, June 01 (Beta) - Trade between Serbia and Finland in the first third of this year amounted to USD16.5 million, which is around 50 percent less than in the same period last year, Stojan Jevtic, the deputy president of the Serbian Chamber of Commerce, announced on June 1.  


As was announced at the meeting of the Serbo-Finnish Business Forum, exports fell by 23 percent to USD3.2 million and imports were 57 percent smaller than in the same period last year, amounting to USD13.3 million.  


"Pneumatic tires, Wellington boots, raspberries and blackberries, tin, iron and steel parts and antennas for TV reception were on the list of products exported from Serbia to Finland," said Jevtic.  


"From Finland we mainly imported wireless telephones, paper and cardboard, mincing machines, smart cards, relays and calcium phosphate," he added.  


According to Jevtic, Serbia's largest export opportunities to Finland are in the agricultural food industry, the textile industry, leather and readymade clothing.  


Jevtic said that the possibility that some production facilities could be moved from Finland to Serbia, as when Finland transferred some factories to Estonia, should be considered and added that Finnish companies could in that way sell their products under favorable conditions on the CEFTA market.  Jevtic said that to date Finland had approved more than USD90 million in donations to Serbia for environmental protection, education and the restructuring of public forest management companies.  


Finnish Interior Ministry Undersecretary Pekka Huhtaniemi said that now was a favorable time to establish contact between Serbian and Finnish firms because of the economic crisis, but also because Serbia, as he said, was wrapping up World Trade Organization entry talks and was aspiring to join the European Union.  He said that Finland and Serbia were in the process of finalizing an investment protection agreement, adding that it would be important for advancing relations.  As he said, there are currently around 60 Finnish firms or branches of Finnish firms operating in Serbia.  

The Finnish business delegation is visiting Serbia from May 31 to June 2. During the visit, the Finnish delegation will also hold bilateral meetings with Serbian and Finnish companies.  

FINNISH COMPANIES CONSIDER SERBIA'S INVESTMENT POTENTIAL

BELGRADE, June 1 (Tanjug) - Finnish companies are interested in investing in Serbian metallurgy, informatics and wood industry, environmental protection projects, energy industry, entrepreneurship development and joint emergence on foreign markets, Finnish Under Secretary of State for trade policy in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Pekka Huhtaniemi stated Monday. 

 Huhtaniemi told journalists that a Finnish state delegation will meet with the top Serbian officials and businessmen during a two-day visit to Serbia. He said that the delegation is composed of the representatives of the Foreign Ministry, Ministry of Economy, the Finnish export promotion and internationalization agency (FINPRO) and companies which are interested in investing into Serbia. 

Serbian State Secretary for International Economic Relations in the Ministry of Economy Vesna Arsic said that this is the first official visit of a Finnish delegation since 2000. Arsic announced that this is an introduction for the visit of Serbian Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic to Finland, in September, 2009, whereas in the meantime, a visit of the Finnish Foreign Minister is expected in Serbia. The possibility of economic cooperation between the two countries is quite high, given that their commercial exchange is very low, Arsic underscored. Finnish companies have invested more than EUR 120 billion all over the world during the last two years, but since there are no Finnish investors in Serbia the talks on such cooperation have been started, Arsic said.
FREE TRADE AGREEMENT BETWEEN SERBIA AND TURKEY

BELGRADE, June 01 (Beta) - Serbia and Turkey on June 1 in Istanbul signed a free trade agreement, which will go into effect on Jan. 1, 2010, the Serbian Ministry of Economy has announced.  


The agreement was signed at the Economic Summit in Istanbul, and will be applied under a model of asymmetrical trade liberalization, to the benefit of Serbia.  "The agreement is a chance for our exporters, who will be able to export goods customsfree to Turkey as early as January next year to a large market of 75 million people," said Serbian Minister of Economy Mladjan Dinkic after signing the agreement.  As Dinkic said, on the other hand, liberalization on Serbia's side will be phased in by 2015 and will take place in three stages.  


"During talks with the Turkish side, we especially protected agriculture, the textile industry sector and ferrous and nonferrous metallurgy, so that a higher rate will be maintained for the import of those products from Turkey," said Dinkic.  


Turkish State Secretary for Foreign Trade Zafir Calajan and Dinkic said that the implementation of the agreement will create the right conditions for increasing the total volume of mutual trade, particularly the export of Serbian goods, and that it would contribute to the greater involvement of Turkish investors in the Serbian economy.  

KOSOVO AND METOHIJA – SITUATION, REACTIONS

SLOVAKIA CONSIDERING DOWNSIZING KFOR CONTINGENT

BRATISLAVA, June 01 (Beta) - Slovakia is considering downsizing its contingent in KFOR, while strengthening its mission in Afghanistan, Slovak Army Chief of Staff Gen. Lubomir Bulik said on June 1.  


"The trend is clear to strengthen our presence in the mission to Afghanistan. We can debate a certain reduction in Kosovo, while maintaining our presence," Bulik said after a meeting with the head of the NATO Military Committee, Adm. Gianpaolo di Paola.  


Slovakia currently has 140 soldiers in KFOR and, although the Bratislava authorities refuse to recognize Kosovo's independence, is also involved in EULEX. 
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