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JEREMIC AND BALAZS POSITIVELY EVALUATE RELATIONS 

BELGRADE, May 29 (Tanjug) - Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic stated Friday after the meeting with his Hungarian counterpart Peter Balazs that Hungary is Serbia's very important neighbour and that the two countries have good bilateral relations regardless of the fact that Hungary recognized the unilaterally proclaimed independence of Kosovo.

 "Hungary is Serbia's very important neighbour and the two countries have a lot in common and foster good relations. We will continue to cooperate with Hungary regardless of the fact that this country recognized the independence of Kosovo," Jeremic said at a joint news conference. The Serbian foreign minister pointed out that he and his Hungarian colleague discussed the vision of the Balkans within the EU, as well as the ways that Hungary can help in this process which remains "a top priority of the Serbian government and a superior national interest." 

Jeremic and Balazs confirmed that Hungary fully supports Serbia's visa liberalization process. When it comes to Kosovo and Hungarian recognition of Kosovo independence, Jeremic underscored that Serbia considers a unilateral proclamation of independence to be a violation of international law, adding that considerable efforts are being made in order to prevent further process of recognition of Kosovo. Balazs stated that Hungary, along with the majority of EU member states, recognized the independence of Kosovo, but that it did not take any other steps in that respect. We hope that this open issue will be set aside and that it will not burden Serbian-Hungarian relations, he added. 

The new Hungarian foreign minister emphasized that there is a series of actions and topics to be initiated in the area of cooperation with Serbia, because apart from realizing Serbia's aspiration for EU accession, it is important to establish physical contact with EU member states. Our mutual goal is not to leave too many open and semi-open issues, but rather to initiate new ideas concerning the strategy for the Danube basin, the EU or cooperation between Hungary, Serbia and Romania, Balazs underscored. 
The two ministers assessed the forthcoming visit of Serbian Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic to Hungary on July 6 as very important.
SERBIAN, HUNGARIAN FMS VISIT SUBOTICA 

SUBOTICA, May 29 (Tanjug) - Serbian and Hungarian Foreign Ministers Vuk Jeremic and Peter Balazs visited Subotica Friday and conferred will local self-government officials. 

They noted that Subotica is a bridge between the two countries and that bilateral ties are best maintained by the Hungarian minority in northern Vojvodina. They briefed their hosts on the talks they held earlier in the day in Belgrade, which focused on the opening of new border crossings and on Hungary's support to visa liberalization for Serbia.  The talks also focused on future joint projects, economic cooperation and increasing Hungarian investments in Serbia. The ministers also discussed prospects for a visit of Serbian Premier Mirko Cvetkovic to Hungary.
CVETKOVIC, BALAZS ON PROMOTING ECONOMIC COOPERATION 

BELGRADE, May 29 (Tanjug) - Serbian Premier Mirko Cvetkovic and Hungarian Foreign Minister Peter Balazs concluded during talks in Belgrade on Friday that it is necessary to continue the development of overall cooperation between the two countries, especially in the economic sphere where there are possibilities for further promotion. 

 Cvetkovic thanked Hungary for its efforts to speed up the process of Serbia's european integrations, and for its backing for including Serbia on the so-called "white Schengen list" for easing the vise regime, the Serbian government's public relations offices has said. The two officials underscored the important role of minorities in linking up the two countries and in their cooperation.
PRIME MINISTER CVETKOVIC SAYS SERBIA DEVOTED TO PEACE

NIS, May 31 (Beta) - On May 31, Serbian Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic said that Serbia "is devoted to living in peace, cooperating and maintaining friendly ties with neighboring nations and states."  


"Honoring the fallen in the battle of Cegar, Serbia is today delivering a message to the world that it desires peace, which is the thing most needed in these parts," Cvetkovic said at a ceremony at the Cegar memorial center on the 200th anniversary of the battle which took place between the Serbian and Turkish armies.  Cvetkovic added that Serbia was conducting its fight for sovereignty and integrity using "peaceful, diplomatic and legal means."  


"This is the reality and the surest way to preserve all of the resources that Serbia has. Instead of harsh words and rash moves we have chosen a peaceful path. Instead of risk, we have opted for a safe strategy based on honoring international law," he said.  
He went on to say that the Serbian authorities had a clear objective of building a stable country that would serve as a pillar of peace and stability in the region, a nation founded on principles of European civilization.  
"We have the strength the human and natural resources, a favorable geostrategic position and good economic potential. The Serbian cabinet's vision is that of a democratic and prosperous Serbia integrated with Europe," Prime Minister Cvetkovic said. 

DACIC SAYS EVERYONE NEEDS TO FACE WAR CRIMES

BELGRADE, May 29 (Beta) - On May 29, Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Ivica Dacic said that Bosnia and Herzegovina and Serbia had a vital interest in maintaining good relations and solving all issues that concerned the citizens of both countries.  


"It is necessary to entirely change relations in the Balkans, to prevent history from repeating itself," Dacic told reporters in Sava Centar where he took part in an international conference called "A Vision of a European Serbia," organized by the European Movement in Serbia.  


When asked how a disagreement on processing war crimes was affecting relations between Belgrade and Sarajevo, Dacic, who is also the Serbian interior minister, said that "war crimes are not an easy subject for any country."    
"Do you think it's easy for Serbia to watch its citizens be sentenced to dozens of years in prison or for life in The Hague? Do you think it's easy for Serbia to arrest police officers for alleged crimes in Kosovo? Everyone should be faced with this, every nation and every state," Dacic said.  


He stressed that "this is not something that politicians should be discussing, but the judicial authorities."   
"Whoever has committed a war crime needs to be held responsible, as they did not commit it in the name of the state and this nation, because it was not the official policy of the state. This is the case with Bosnia as well," Dacic said.  

SERBIA REQUESTS AUSTRIA'S SUPPORT FOR EU INTEGRATION

 VIENNA, May 29 (Beta) - On May 29, Serbian Minister of Defense Dragan Sutanovac met in Vienna with Austrian Minister of Defense and Sports Norbert Darabus on Austrian support for Serbia's European integration process, cooperation between the two countries' defense industries and armed forces.  


After the meeting, Sutanovac told a news conference that Austria was one of Serbia's most important foreign political partners and that the two armies had excellent ties.  


He reiterated that Austria was one of Serbia's biggest investors and that its experiences as a neutral state and active member of the NATO Partnership for Peace Program could prove invaluable to Serbia, along with its experiences in reforming its armed forces.  "We agreed that we share the same security space but that we also need to share common values," the Serbian minister said, adding that the "danger of asymmetrical threats" to regional security was discussed during the meeting.  


Sutanovac reiterated that Austria had a welldeveloped arms industry and that Serbia was very interested in cooperation and looking at opportunities for the joint production of weapons and military equipment.
SKUNDRIC: KOSOVO REJECTION OF ELECTRICITY SOLUTION "POLITICAL"

BELGRADE, May 29 (Beta) - Mining and Energy Minister Petar Skundric said on May 29 that the government in Pristina has rejected Belgrade's proposal for solving the problem of supplying Serb areas of Kosovo with electricity, adding that it was rejected for political reasons.  


"We offered twice as much in donations (of electricity) as Serbs spend, and even that was not accepted. This is proof of politically brutal pressures on the Serbian people in Kosovo," Skundric said in an interview with BETA.  
He said that Belgrade was prepared for every kind of agreement which did not entail an indirect recognition of Kosovo's statehood, which is unacceptable for Serbia.  


The minister added that he has formed a working body of the Serbian government which will deal exclusively with the question of supplying the nonAlbanian population in Kosovo with electrical energy.  


"There are many possibilities and technical solutions which are being taken into consideration and looked at through support and help from friendly countries, also in the search for another distributor which would be able to supply Serbs with electricity according to international provisions," Skundric said.  

DOCUMENTS ON COOPERATION BETWEEN JUSTICE MINISTRIES

PODGORICA, May 29 (Tanjug) - The justice ministers of Serbia and Montenegro, Snezana Malovic and Miras Radovic respectively, met in Podgorica on Friday to sign a memorandum on cooperation between their two ministries, as well as three inter-state agreements on legal aid.

 The signed documents aim to promote cooperation between the judicial organs of Serbia and Montenegro and to simplify international legal aid, Malovic and Radovic underscored. Three agreements were signed in the sphere of international legal aid - on legal aid in civil and criminal matters, mutual realization of judicial rulings in criminal proceedings and the extradition of suspects and sentenced persons. 

The ministers said that the agreements would enable better protection of the rights and interests of citizens and legal entities of Serbia and Montenegro and the more efficient fight against organized crime. Malovic and Radovic said that the signed documents should contribute to speeding up judicial cooperation in the sphere of providing international legal aid between the courts and other state organs of the two countries.
ITALIAN AMBASSADOR CONFERS AWARDS 

BELGRADE, May 29 (Tanjug) - The Italian Embassy stated that Italian Ambassador to Serbia Alessandro Merola will award the Order of the Star of Italian Solidarity (OSSI) to Belgrade Mayor Dragan Djilas, National Bank of Serbia Governor Radovan Jelasic, Deputy Defense Minister Dusan Spasojevic and Foreign Ministry Political Director Borislav Stefanovic on Monday, June 1. 

The OSSI award was instituted in January 1947 to honor foreign citizens who have given special contribution to strengthen the cooperation between their own country and Italy. Being one of the highest and the most prestigious Italian titles, the OSSI is awarded upon a directive issued by the Italian President and the proposal of the Italian Foreign Minister, the statement said.
GEN. MILETIC: SERBIA MAY REMAIN NEUTRAL 

BELGRADE, May 30 (Tanjug) - Serbian Army (VS) Chief-of-Staff Col. Gen. Miloje Miletic has stated that the secession attempt by the autonomous province of Kosovo and Metohija is the greatest security challenge not only for Serbia and the region but also for Europe.

 He said that around 2,500 chiefly lightly-armed members of the Kosovo Security Force, do not pose a military threat to Serbia but that in the longer term, it could be a potential source of instability. "Setting up of new armed formations, which are not envisioned by UN Security Council Resolution 1244 or any other international agreement, disturbs the balance of forces in this region," Gen. Miletic warned in an interview to be published by Vecernje Novosti on Sunday.

 Asked to comment on numerous debates on whether Serbia should join NATO or remain neutral, Gen. Miletic underscored that the Serbian Army acts on the basis of decisions taken by the parliament, which adopted a resolution on military neutrality in December 2007, which means that changes in regards to the issue are in the parliament's competency.

KONUZIN: RUSSIA WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT SERBIA

BELGRADE, May 31 (Beta) - Russian ambassador Alexander Konuzin said on May 31 that the country he represents will continue to support Serbia in the fight to preserve Kosovo within its borders.  


"That is due to the fact that we respect international legal charters and because Serbia is a close friend of Russia," Konuzin told journalists on a visit to Djavolja Varos.  


He said that there is an ongoing effort to take away Serbia's territory by force, which is illegal and goes against international law and the UN Charter.  "Recently there were systematic policies being led to take Kosovo away from Serbia. Just as in 1939 Czechoslovakia had territory taken away, the same countries which participated in this arrangement are now participating in the seizing of Serbian territory," Konuzin said.  

SERBIA – ECONOMY, FINANCE

INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION DROPS BY 21.1 PERCENT IN APRIL

BELGRADE, May 29 (Beta) - Industrial production in Serbia in April 2009 noted a 21.1 percent drop when compared to April 2008, the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia announced on May 29.  


It was stated in the announcement that in the first four months of 2009, industrial production was by 17.8 percent lower than in the same period in 2008.  


The production drop in April was mostly influenced by a drop in the production of basic metals, chemicals and chemical products, electricity, motor vehicles, trailers, and furniture.  


In the processing industry, the production in April dropped by 23.2 percent in comparison to April 2008, the drop in ore and stone mining was 14.6 percent, and in electricity, gas and water production and distribution it amounted to 13.2 percent.  


Observed according to the product purpose, the highest drop was noted in the production of durable products for broad consumption, which dropped by 38.6 percent. 

SERBIA'S FOREIGN TRADE DEFICIT 2.48 BILLION DOLLARS

BELGRADE, May 29 (Tanjug) - Serbia's foreign trade deficit in the first four months of 2009 was 2.48 billion dollars, which is 39 percent less than in the same period of 2008, the Statistics Institute said Friday. Exports of goods in 2008 totaled 2,27 billion dollars, that is 15.5 percent less than in the same period of 2008, and imports were worth 4.76 billion dollars, which is a drop of 37 percent. 

 The continuing fall of both imports and exports since the end of 2008 is due to global recession, the Institute said. Serbia's main foreign trade partner in exports was Bosnia-Herzegovina with 268.4 million dollars, followed by Germany with 262.6 million and Italy with 228.1 million. The main import partner was Russia with 726.5 million dollars, followed by Germany with 547.6 million and Italy with 451.8 million. 
KOSOVO AND METOHIJA -  SITUATION, REACTIONS

MEDVEDEV ADVOCATES JUST SOLUTION FOR KOSOVO 

MOSCOW, May 29 (Tanjug) - Russian President Dmitry Medvedev stated Friday Russia's intention to continue coordinating its foreign affairs approach with Serbia, which includes searching the solution for Kosovo-Metohija. 

Russia and Serbia intend to continue coordinating their foreign affairs approach, including a just resolution of Kosovo issue based on international law, Medvedev said at the presentation of credentials of 12 new ambassadors to Russia, among whom is new Serbian Ambassador to Russian Federation Jelica Kurjak. According to Russian News Agency Itar-Tass, Medvedev referred to Serbia as one of Russia's key partners in South East Europe, and highly appraised the level of cooperation with Serbia. 

An active political dialogue is now corroborated with joint realization of large projects in the area of oil and gas, which increase energy security of the Balkans and of Europe as a whole, Medvedev underscored.
ALBANIAKOSOVO COMPLETE TUNNEL ON NEW HIGHWAY

PRISTINA,KALIMAS May 31 (Beta) - A tunnel was opened in Kalimas on May 31, as a part of the highway between Albania and Kosovo, which senior officials from Tirana and Pristina believe is of a historical importance for the economic development of Albania and Kosovo, as well as the entire region.  


Exactly at noon, Albanian and Kosovo Prime Ministers Sali Berisha and Hashim Thaci, as well as other senior officials of the two governments, met symbolically in the middle of the tunnel, which is 5.6 kilometers long.  The media stated that this was a "historical meeting" which marks "the connecting of a separated nation."  


"Today one of the greatest dreams of Albanians has become a reality. This is a tunnel of a united nation. Today we decided that there are no obstacles, nothing that can separate us, not only in the spiritual sense but also physically," Berisha said at a joint press conference held with Thaci.  He called the highway an "Albanian masterpiece" which will be beneficial for the entire region.  


Thaci said that the highway is "a road of hope and integration." "It is a highway of hope, trust, peace, stability, and integration for the entire region. It is the road of a new century," Thaci said.  
"Tirana and Pristina are closer to each other than ever before and that is how it will remain. The main element of this spiritual, moral and physical closeness is Kosovo's independence," he added.  


The work on the highway is being carried out by the well-known American company Bechtel Enka, and it will cost Albania EUR1 billion. 
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