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kosovo – metohija

JEREMIC: SYRIA STILL REFUSES TO RECOGNIZE KOSOVO INDEPENDENCE 


BELGRADE, May 13 (Tanjug) - Syria urges a political solution for the Balkans, and Damascus does not recognize Kosovo as an independence state, Syrian Amabssador to Serbia Majed Shadoud told. Syrian President Bashar al-Assad told Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic that his country continues to oppose the recognition of the independence of Kosovo, as it did from the very beginning, Shadoud stated. Syria urges a political solution for the situation in the Balkans and the Middle East and is opposed to any kind of divisions in both regions, regardless of whether religious, ethnic or nationalist reasons are in question," the Syrian ambassador quoted Al-Assad as telling Jeremic during their meeting in Damascus. Tanjug learned in the Serbian Foreign Ministry that Jeremic and the Syrian officials discussed that country's support for the summit of the Organization of Islamic Conference, currently chaired by Syria, to prevent the adoption of a resolution in which Saudi Arabia plans to call on the Islamic countries to recognize the independence of Kosovo. The summit will be held from May 23 - 25 in Damascus. Jeremic received the full support of the Syrian state leadership for Serbia's diplomatic efforts aimed a preserving the country's sovereignty and territorial integrity, Tanjug has learned. In Damascus, Jeremic also discussed bilateral relations between Serbia and Syria, especially possibilities for the development of economic cooperation. Shadoud told Tanjug that today's visit by the Serbian foreign minister to Syria is important for the two countries' relations which, in the past, progressed significantly in the political, economic, scientific and trade spheres. Shadoud set out that the two countries' mixed committee was revived, that an agreement on cooperation in the tourism sphere was signed and that economic delegations of Serbia and Syria signed a series of projects. Jeremic also met iwth Syrian Vice President Farouk al-Sharaa, parliament Speaker Mahmoud al Abrash and Foreign Minister Walid al-Muallim.
UNACCEPTABLE ABUSE OF SERBIAN HERITAGE IN KOSOVO 


KOSOVSKA MITROVICA, May 13 (Tanjug) - Kosovo and Metohija Minister Goran Bogdanovic said that Serbia would not abandon its cultural and historic heritage in the province. Reacting to the fact that the Kosovo Postal Service (PTK) has issued stamps depicting the Visoki Decani Monastery without approval by the Serbian Orthodox Church (SPC), Bogdanovic said that it is absolutely unacceptable for anyone to abuse the Serbian cultural, historic and religious heritage. "Medieval monasteries such as Visoki Decani, the Pec Patriarchate, Gracanica, Bogorodica Ljeviska and others that are situated in the province, are the cultural and historic heritage of all citizens, but primarily they are Serbian cultural and historic monuments," Bogdanovic stated. Without agreement of the Raska - Prizren Bishopric of the SPC and the corresponding ministry, cultural heritage in Kosovo cannot be abused and used for daily political aims and usurped as one's own, Bogdanovic underscored. He recalled that it was agreed with UN representatives that the cultural and historic heritage in Kosovo should be protected. "We are already conducting talks with UNMIK and EUlex about this. The Republic of Serbia will most certainly not abandon its cultural and historic heritage," Bogdanovic set out. PTK issued 10,000 stamps of the Decani Monastery valuing one and two euros, thus representing the Serbian medieval heritage as Albanian. PTK Deputy Director Mendu Abazi told KiM radio that they did not consider it was necssary to ask anyone's permission for this. SPC announced that they are unaware of the existence of these stamps and that no one had contacted them about this. EUlex chief General Ives de Kermabon said that this is not within his competences because, as he explained, he is not heading an agency for the protection of cultural heritage and does not deal with such issues.
ELECTIONS IN KOSOVO IN LATE 2011 

PRISTINA, May 14 (Tanjug) - Parliamentary elections in Kosovo will be held in late 2011, the EU's special envoy in Pristina, Pieter Feith, has said. In an interview to the BBC, Feith said that the registration of the population in Kosovo would be carried out prior to the elections, most probably in early 2011. Feith stated that before the elections Kosovo faces a series of other important issues, such as the development of the feasibility study, stabilization and association to the EU. He said that the feasibility study would be developped this year, adding that there is a timetable for this. Under the Kosovo Constitution, Kosovo President Sejdiu is in charge of calling elections. However, regardless of the provisions of the Kosovo Constitution, the international civilian representative, in keeping with Ahtisaari's proposal, is the final authority in Kosovo on the interpretation of the implementation of the proposal.
SERBIA – EU – VISA LIBERALIZATION
TADIC: OBSTACLES ON ROAD TO EU SHOULD BE REMOVED

BELGRADE, May 13 (Beta) - President Boris Tadic called for an end to guessing about the date when Serbian citizens will be allowed visafree travel to the EU, adding that the priority is to eliminate all problems and obstacles to fulfilling obligations from the EU road map. After a meeting with deputy prime ministers and ministers Ivica Dacic and Bozidar Djelic, Justice Minister Snezana Malovic and chief of the foreign minister's office Borislav Stefanovic, Tadic told reporters that agreement has been reached on the purchase of new passport printing equipment. Several ministers submitted to Tadic a report on Serbia's progress on visa liberalization and on the fulfillment of obligations from the road map. "We still have a few technical issues to discuss with European Commission representatives over the next few weeks and I think we can be optimistic. However, it would be very good if everyone stopped venturing guesses as to the date when we will no longer need visas," Tadic said.  

DJELIC MEETS WITH EU AMBASSADORS ON VISA LIBERALIZATION

BELGRADE, May 13 (Beta) - Deputy Prime Minister Bozidar Djelic had talks with the ambassadors of several EU countries on Serbia's results in meeting the conditions for visa regime liberalization and European integration. Djelic and the EU officials also discussed aid that the EU has pledged to secure for Serbia this year through its IPA funds, a statement from Djelic's office said. In addition, Djelic thanked the Czech ambassador to Serbia, Hana Hubackova, for comprehensive assistance and support during the Czech EU presidency, and expressed the hope that good cooperation will continue with Sweden when it takes over. The meeting was also attended by the director of the Serbian Office for European Integration, Milica Delevic, and advisor for European integration Ksenija Milivojevic.  

DACIC: WE SHALL MEET ALL CONDITIONS FOR VISA LIBERALIZATION 

KULA, May 14 (Tanjug) - Deputy Premier and Interior Minister Ivica Dacic expressed belief that the measures the state organs are taking to fulfill the conditions, technical as well, for the visa regime liberalization will lead to concrete results. Dacic told journalists in Kula that in order to achieve visa abolishment, we will have to meet the conditions from the so-called road map.Serbia has already fulfilled these conditions, but there are still some technical requirements that have to be met, he explained.  Dacic said that Serbia has to make greater effort in order to adjust its regulations and thus prevent the foreigners from any possible abuse of visa regime liberalization intended for the Serbian citizens.
POLAND BACKS SERBIA'S EUROPEAN INTEGRATION 


BELGRADE, May 13 (Tanjug) - Polish President Lech Kaczynski said after meeting President Boris Tadic that the place of Western Balkan countries is in the EU and that there can be no lasting stabilization in the region without Serbia's membership in the EU. He reiterated his disagreement with the Polish government decision to recognize the unilateral declaration of Kosovo's independence. The democratically elected Polish government had the right to recognize Kosovo, but the decision was taken without the president's approval, he said. Expressing his support to Tadic's policy, Kaczynski expressed his conviction that the Kosovo problem can be resolved. The EU doors are open to Serbia despite internal problems in the EU making admission of new members more complicated, he said. These problems will pass, he said, expressing his conviction that the EU members will find a way out of the crisis and improve the conditions for admission of new members. Balkan countries, as well as Ukraine and Georgia, have the right to membership in the EU, he said, adding that the policy of two Europes can only lead to conflict in the long term. Tadic thanked Kaczynski for his support and added that he has reiterated that Serbia's priority goal is membership in the EU. The talk focused on bilateral cooperation, which was described as very good, on economic recession, and energy issues. Europe needs diversified supply and distribution of natural gas in order to secure stable supply, the two presidents noted.
TERRAL: WE AGREE WITH TADIC'S STATEMENT 

KULA, May 14 (Tanjug) - French Ambassador to Serbia Jean-Francois Terral said that he fully agreed with the recent statement by President Tadic that Serbia would do all it could to achieve visa liberalisation, and dismissed the allegations of a certain Belgrade daily on the new conditioning of the EU.  Such claims are groundless and they have nothing to do with the reality, Terral said. The daily Press reported, referring to unofficial sources, that Terral had informed, also unofficially, the Serbian officials that the EU had some new demands which our country would have to fulfill in order to join the White Schengen List. After a demonstrative exercise of Serbian and French special units at the Training Center in Kula, Terral explained to journalists that a Press reporter had contacted the French Embassy and that the attache of that embassy, instructed by the embassy, had given the right answer.  Terral underlined that France was trying to help Serbia achieve its goal - abolishment of visas. 

AMATO: SERBIA & MACEDONIA READY FOR VISA LIBERALIZATION 


ROME, May 14 (Tanjug) - Speaking about the future enlargement of the EU, former Italian Prime Minister Giuliano Amato said that Serbia and Macedonia would be ready for visa liberalization this year. Addressing a meeting dubbed "The 2009 - 2014 EU Agenda", Amato said that it is necessary to remove all the obstacles that are preventing the inhabitants of the Balkans from joining the EU in order not to destroy their european prospects, the ANSA said.

SERBIA
Dacic: SECURITY PREPARATIONS MADE FOR BIDEN'S VISIT  

KULA, May 14 (Tanjug) - Deputy Premier and Interior Minister, Ivica Dacic, said that security preparations were being made for the announced arrival of US Vice President Joseph Biden, and called on the citizens to have understanding for all the inconvenience they might have thereupon. "Security measures will be raised to the highest possible level," Dacic told journalists in Kula, and explained that conditions would be provided so as to prevent any possible problems. After a demonstrative military exercise of Serbian and French special units at the Training Center in Kula, Dacic added that the security measures implied the closing of certain streets for traffic, prohibition of public gatherings at certain places. The deputy premier and minister of the interior expressed belief that Biden's visit would be realized without any problems or security risks, and added that the police, as well as all other relevant bodies of the state, would be engaged in that job. Dacic underlined that the state had the obligation of ensuring safety for all guests coming to Serbia, and noted that in those activities, Serbia would use the experience of the other countries in the region.This also includes the experience of Croatia, which former US president Bush visited last year, Dacic added.
JOINT EXERCISE OF ANTI-TERRORIST UNITS 

KULA, May 14 (Tanjug) - Interior and Defence Ministers, Ivica Dacic and Dragan Sutanovac, pointed out to a great significance of joint exercise of police and military special units for the security of the country and its citizens. Members of Interior Ministry (MUP) anti-terrorist units and the special-purpose military police battalion 'Cobra' performed a demonstrative exercise.  When the exercise finished, Dacic told the reporters that the police and military special units are Serbia's pride and that they will succeed in facing all security challenges. Sutanovac underscored that training, exercise and preparation of the special forces are extremely significant for situations that may appear and that the exercise has shown that it is very good for police and army to cooperate. French Ambassador Jean-François Terral attended the exercise, pointing out that in cooperation of French and Serbian special units both can learn from each other's experience. Members of special units of Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Montenegro, and Bulgaria also attended the exercise.
SUTANOVAC: COOPERATION TO BENEFIT BOTH SERBIA AND TURKEY 


ANKARA, May 13 (Tanjug) - Defence Minister Dragan Sutanovac evaluated that Serbia and Turkey, regardless of the differences concerning Kosovo-Metohija, are tied by a series of military-economic issues which can in future be resolved in favour of both countries. "There is a great interest in cooperation in area of defence. Strategic relation of two armies and defence ministries can be a basis for strategic relation of two countries," Sutanovac said, at the end of a two-day visit to Turkey. Sutanovac spoke to Turkish President Abdullah Gul, Chief of General Staff and Defence Minister Mehmet Vecdi Gönül. "We discussed the cooperation in the area of military education, military health system... and this year we will show that Turkey truly wants to have good relations with Serbia by sending several of our top officials to visit Turkey," Sutanovac said. Sutanovac and Gonul signed an agreement in Ankara on protection of classified information and material in area of military industry. After signing the agreement, Turkish Defence Minister said that Ankara desires to maintain and improve its relations with Serbia, more than with any other Balkan country.
SERBIA – ECONOMY
SERBIAN PARLIAMENT ADOPTS FOREIGN TRADE LAWS 


BELGRADE, May 13 (Tanjug) - The Serbian parliament adopted the laws on foreign trade, on standardization, technical requirements for products and evaluation of harmonization, which adjust domestic legislation with the EU legislation and the rules of the World Trade Organization (WTO). The law on foreign trade adjusts this field of activity with the WTO and EU regulations, as well as the jurisdiction of Serbia Investment and Export Promotion Agency (SIEPA). SIEPA was established with the aim of promoting export and foreign investments in Serbia. The law enables free foreign trade, but the government can introduce measures for protection against exceeded import growth for preventing an abrupt and sudden increase of import of certain products.
MIXED SERBIAN-CUBAN COMPANIES TO BE ESTABLISHED SOON 


HAVANA, May 13 (Tanjug) - Minister for Energy and Mining Petar Skundric told in Havana that the Cuban government and businessmen have huge interest in cooperating and investing into Serbia and that we can expect a soon establishing of mixed Serbian-Cuban companies.  Skundric, who leads a delegation of Serbian businessmen in their five-day visit to Cuba, said that accord has been reached with the local officials and businessmen concerning cooperation in the domain of renewable sources of energy, oil and petrochemical industry and especially the areas which are of interest for most of the countries in the region.  Skundric met with Cuban Basic Industry Minister Yadira Garcia Vera and discussed the cooperation between the two countries in the field of renewable sources of energy, oil and petrochemical industry. Garcia Vera underscored that the country is interested in the cooperation concerning gas and oil industry and electro-energetics, and emphasized the need for cooperation in the petrochemical sector, food and medicine industry.

IMPERATIVE TO PROMOTE SERBIAN-CUBAN ECONOMIC COOPERATION 

HAVANA, May 14 (Tanjug) - Minister Skundric conferred with Cuban government representatives on the need to strengthen the economic cooperation between the two countries, and the two sides agreed that it is necessary to set up joint companies in Serbia and Cuba and to increase the commodity exchange. Cuban Minister for Foreign Trade and Foreign Investment Rodrigo Malmierca Diaz said that he sees Serbia as a stepping stone toward further investments in the Balkans and southeastern Europe, said a statement released. The statement quoted the Cuban minister as saying that both countries need to increase commodity trade and to set up joint companies both in Serbia and in Cuba, as that is the pathway toward the promotion of economic cooperation. Skundric visited oil and gas plants in northern Cuba and conferred with the local officials on possibilities for Serbian companies working on oil and gas prospecting in Cuba, as well as the engagement of companies in the area of energy. Within the official visit to Cuba, Skundric also conferred with Cuban Deputy Premier Ricardo Cabrisas Ruiz and on that occasion thanked the Republic of Cuba for its principled stand on the question of Kosovo and Metohija and the preservation of the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Serbia. 

INDIA INTERESTED IN AGRICULTURAL COOPERATION WITH SERBIA 


NOVI SAD, May 14 (Tanjug) - India is interested in establishing cooperation with Serbian agricultural institutes for seed production and with companies that export frozen food and deal in food processing technologies, Indian Ambassador to Serbia Ajay Swarup has said, visiting the Agriculture Fair in Novi Sad. Ambassador Swarup said that, following his visit to the Wine Festival in Sremski Karlovci, there has been interest in his country for Serbian experts and wine production technologists passing on their knowledge to their counterparts in India. During his visit to the Novi Sad Fair, the Indian ambassador also met with representatives of domestic companies that are appearing at this year's Agriculture Fair.
