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SERBIA

TADIC: INTERNATIONAL LAW ON SERBIA'S SIDE

belgrade, April 22 (Beta) - President Boris Tadic stated on April 22 that he is convinced that Serbia has international law on its side in the matter of Kosovo's unilateral declaration of independence, and that international legal experts and numerous governments will share this opinion.  


"What matters is not how many countries will submit statements with the International Court of Justice, but the quality of the argumentation in these documents. We are convinced that international law is on the side of Serbia," Tadic told reporters after the presentation of the national program for fighting cancer.  


The Serbian president said it is possible that the International Court of Justice will take over a year to hand down a decision.  


The International Court of Justice in The Hague announced on April 21 that 35 U.N. member countries had filed statements with the court in the case for assessment of the legality of Kosovo's unilateral declaration of independence, which was initiated by Serbia in the U.N. Security Council.  


According to Tadic, the International Court of Justice will no doubt be subject to political pressure, but the Serbian authorities are convinced that it will demonstrate the highest possible degree of independence.  "We are also convinced that the selfproclamation of independence by Kosovo, as a drastic example of unilateralism, jeopardizes not only the integrity of Serbia, but also that of the international order, and that this act is extremely dangerous for the stability of many regions in the world," Tadic said.  


He added that some patience will be necessary because of the procedure adhered to by the International Court of Justice. "For this reason, my message to the citizens of Serbia is that, through this international initiative, we are increasing the potential for and chances of the preservation of our integrity, and our citizens in Kosovo and Metohija should know that this action is also of great importance to their future and security," Tadic said.  

DELEVIC: REGIONAL COOPERATION POSSIBLE IN TRANSLATING EU LAW

belgrade, April 22 (Beta) - EU Integration Office chief Milica Delevic on April 22 announced that several former Yugoslav countries could work together to translate the legal framework of the EU, adding that Serbia could use existing translations from other countries in the region.  


In a statement to BETA, Delevic said a document on translating the EU Acquis Communautaire into Serbian, which the government adopted on April 16, envisages such possibilities.  


In that event, Serbia would skip the translation phase and start from the next phase of legal and technical and expert language editing, according to Delevic.  


Asked to comment on an earlier statement by Croatian Prime Minister Ivo Sanader that Zagreb could pass on its translations to Serbia, Delevic said the matter is being discussed at a political level, adding she hopes that "something will come out of that."  


She added that priorities in translation will be set in line with the national integration program.  


"Admission to the EU is not possible before everything is translated," Delevic noted, but added she doubts that the translation issue will ever slow Serbia's accession to the EU.  


The EU Integration Office will be the chief body in coordinating the translation process, which will comprise several phases: translation, expert editing, and legal and technical edits.  

LJAJIC: SERBIA FIRMLY DISMISSES NEO-NAZISM AND ANTI-SEMITISM 

BELGRADE, April 22 (Tanjug) - Serbia firmly dismisses every form of neo-nazism, anti-semitism and hatred, Serbian Minister of Labour and Social Policy Rasim Ljajic said Wednesday at the central commemoration at the Old Fairgrounds (Staro Sajmiste) memorial to the Victims of Genocide in the Second World War in Belgrade. 

 Ljajic stated that Serbia is committed and designated to honoring the anti-fascism principle and does not accept the attempts to reform history. Ljajic, who laid a wreath at the Memorial, paid his respect to the victims of genocide and former captives of the Staro Sajmiste concentration camp. The representatives of the Serbian Army, Defence Ministry, Federation of Associations of Veterans of the National Liberation War (SUBNOR), Association of Prisoners and Descendents of Prisoners of Genocide Camps in the Independent State of Croatia from 1941 to 1945, and Association for preserving traditions of Serbian liberation wars until 1918, also paid their respects to the innocent victims. Commemoration to the victims of genocide is marked on April 22, the day when, 64 years ago, nearly 1,000 captives started escaping from Jasenovac concentration camp in Croatia and liberating the execution site.
CZECH MINORITY IMPORTANT FOR VOJVODINA - SPEAKER 

NOVI SAD, Apr 22 (Tanjug) - The Czech minority is very important for Vojvodina, provincial assembly Speaker Sandor Egeresi said Wednesday meeting Czech Ambassador to Serbia Hana Hubackova. Referring to the process of passing the new Vojvodina Statute, he said it is a turning point for Serbia as it will show its readiness for democratization and regionalization as basic steps towards EU integration, a release issued by his office says.
SERBIA MARKS EARTH DAY

 belgrade, April 22 (Beta) - Serbia marked April 22, Earth Day, with a number of events throughout the country in an attempt to draw public attention to the importance of protecting the environment.  


Earth Day is observed in over 150 countries worldwide. A global campaign dubbed The Green Generation was launched on April 22 and will last for a year.  


Belgrade's Republic Square hosted event entitled Let's Live Together, attended by Environmental Protection and Urban Planning Minister Oliver Dulic.  


"Earth Day is an opportunity for every person to think about their contribution to and treatment of the planet and for all to help in making the Earth prettier and cleaner," the minister said.  "The key message of Earth Day is after we clean up our planet, stop littering," Dulic added.  

SERBIA – ECONOMY, FINANCE

TADIC: INVESTMENT CAN TURN SERBIA INTO LEADER

NOVI SAD, April 22 (Beta) - President Boris Tadic on April 22 said with good foreign investment, Serbia could become a European leader in certain industries, such as beer production.  


Touring the Novi Sad Heineken brewery, part of United Serbian Breweries, a joint venture by Heineken and Efes, Tadic described it as one of the most modern breweries in this part of Europe, adding it shows that Serbia can be a leader in some branches of industry.  


"Our vision of the future is to have as many as Serbian companies as possible in leading positions in Europe. Dutch investment in Serbia show that even though our political relations are marred by misunderstandings, good and important moves are being made in regard to investment," Tadic noted.  


Serbia can find good foreign investors and achieve good business results, according to the president. Reports of new investment projects, he added, "can only be music to our ears."  


Vojvodina Executive Council Chairman Bojan Pajtic said the Netherlands has invested EUR150 million in Vojvodina since 2000, adding that the province will subsidize foreign investors with EUR1,500 for every job created.  


During his stay in Novi Sad for the Day of Dutch Business, Tadic also visited bus manufacturers Neobus, which has a draft contract with Dutch company VDL. The document envisages the production of 150 Bova Lexio coaches for Western markets.  

TADIC: ECONOMIC COOPERATION BETTER THAN POLITICAL 

NOVI SAD, April 23 (Tanjug) - Serbian President Boris Tadic has said, speaking in Novi Sad, that the economic cooperation between Serbia and The Netherlands is better than the political, and expressed confidence that the good economic relations will in time contribute to the improvement of the overall relations.

 "It is true that we do not always have the same foreign policy stands as The Netherlands, the state from which we are receiving significant investments, but I believe we will achieve better bilateral relations precisely through the economic cooperation," Tadic said on Wednesday evening at an event held at the Vojvodina Executive Council to mark the close of "Netherlands Business Day." At the present time of the major financial crisis, every investor is extremely precious, the Serbian president said, particularly if they are coming from a country which is itself facing difficulties. "Such an act is in itself encouraging and it presents a signal also for others to come and invest in Serbia. The government and I, as the head of state, will do everything to create a favorable atmosphere and to attract investors who will maintain the existing jobs and open new ones, which is our primary task at this point," Tadic said. 

Netherlands Ambassador in Belgrade Ron van Dartel expressed satisfaction that a large number of investors from his country are present on the Serbian market, specifically mentioning the companies VDL, Heineken, and Philips.

GERMANY'S LEONI TO INVEST EUR15 MILLION IN PROKUPLJE PLANT

PROKUPLJE, April 22 (Beta) - German company Leoni acquired the bankrupt Prokuplje factory Fiaz on April 22, and announced that it will invest EUR15 million in the manufacture of automobile wiring there over the next three years.  


Deputy Prime Minister and Economy Minister Mladjan Dinkic said after signing a memorandum on cooperation with Leoni that the Prokuplje plant should begin operation this autumn, adding that the first 200 of a planned 2,000 workers will be hired by the end of this year.  
He added that the memorandum requires the government to provide Leoni with EUR5,000 in aid for each job it creates.  
Dinkic said that the facility should come to employ 450 workers by March next year, adding that the first buyer of its products will be Germany's BMW.  He went on to say that Leoni is the world's biggest manufacturer of automobile wiring, with about EUR3 billion in sales last year.  


Leoni executives have pledged to invest EUR15 million in the revival of production at Fiaz, which they bought for 58 million dinars, and eventually bring its workforce up to 2,000 workers.  The owner of Leoni, Uwe Liman, said the majority of employees will be women because of the requirements of the job.  


The Environment Ministry has promised to clean up the area surrounding the plant, which still harbors contaminated from past decades.  


Leoni employs about 50,000 people worldwide, operating 80 factories in more than 30 countries.  

INVITATION FOR CZECH INVESTORS TO VISIT VOJVODINA 

NOVI SAD, April 22 (Tanjug) - During the talks with the Czech Ambassador to Serbia Hana Hubackova Wednesday, President of the Vojvodina Executive Council Bojan Pajtic invited the Czech investors and businessmen to come to Vojvodina and freely invest there, the Provincial Secretariat for Information has stated. 
The policy and aim of the Vojvodina Executive Council and the Serbian heads of state is the EU accession and abolishment of visa regime, because the citizens of Serbia and Vojvodina are used to traveling freely, Pajtic said.

 In answer to Pajtic's invitation, Hubackova said that Czech companies are interested in investing, particularly in Novi Sad, and added that she is glad that there is good political will for the EU accession which is of great benefit for all the EU member states. Apart from free trade, large market and numerous options for employment, it is very important that there should be no state boundaries and obstacles for free movement of people, capital and work force, Hubackova underscored.
BELGRADE, WENZHOU CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE SIGN AGREEMENT

BELGRADE, Apr 22 (Tanjug) - President of the Belgrade Chamber of Commerce Milan Jankovic and Secretary General of the Wenzhou Chamber of Commerce Zhu Zhilin signed Wednesday an agreement on fostering cooperation between the two cities and states. 

The Chinese city and province Wenzhou are represented for the first time at the construction fair in Belgrade with 32 largest companies. The Chinese exhibition was opened by Serbian Minister of Infrastructure Milutin Mrkonjic and Chinese Ambassador in Serbia Wei Jinghua. Wenzhou Vice Mayor Chen Hongfeng said that his city, with 7.9 million residents, is ranked among 10 world cities with most dynamic economic growth rate.
SERBIAN GOVT. RECEIVES IMF'S TWO-YEAR ARRANGEMENT PROPOSAL 

BELGRADE, Apr 22 (Tanjug) - The International Monetary Fund (IMF) on Wednesday forwarded its two-year stand-by arrangement proposal worth EUR 3 billion, which fully includes measures proposed by the Serbian government as part of the Plan for economic stability of Serbia, Serbian Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic told Tanjug. 

"The arrangement with the IMF is an important support to the country's macroeconomic stability. At the same time, it is a strong positive signal to other international financial institutions and investors to continue investing in Serbia. We expect the IMF Board of Directors to approve the arrangement on May 11," said Cvetkovic. The arrangement envisages a budget deficit of three percent of the GDP, which includes not only the budget of the Republic but also of the local self-governance, the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina and social security organizations.
DJELIC, EC DISCUSS 100-MILLION-EURO AID TO SERBIA 

BELGRADE, April 22 (Tanjug) - Serbian Deputy Premier Bozidar Djelic met Wednesday with a mission of the European Commission (EC) to discuss financial aid amounting to 100 million euros which the EU approved for Serbia in Brussels in late March for the period encompassing 2009 and 2010, Tanjug has learned in Djelic's office. 

"Today we opened talks with the representatives of the EC on aid for our budget amounting to 100 million euros in two installments. The first would arrive at the start of the third quarter of this year, and the second during the first quarter of 2010," Djelic said after meeting with the EC delegation, which has arrived on a two-day visit to Belgrade to meet with representatives of the Serbian government. Djelic said that the aid will represent direct support to the Serbian budget, but with several conditions such as the implementation of the program with the IMF and the continuation of the domestic reforms in keeping with europan integrations. 

Djelic stated that the key condition will most probably be the adoption of a national plan for Serbia's integration into the EU, the adoption of laws and the employment of sufficient cadre to work on european integrations. According to Djelic, one part of the aid will come out of the pre-accession IPA funds, and the other out of macro-financial support funds.
SERBIAN BANKS REPORT EUR345 MILLION IN 2008 PROFIT

belgrade, April 22 (Beta) - In 2008, banks operating in Serbia took in about EUR345 million in profit, a yearonyear rise of 44.5 percent, the National Bank of Serbia announced on April 22.  


Last year, the country's 34 banks had combined revenues of EUR4.4 billion, up 53.5 percent compared with 2007, while their expenditures grew by 53.9 percent to slightly more than EUR4 billion.  


Total banking assets added up to EUR18.9 billion, 13.8 percent more than at the end of 2007. Loans and deposits accounted for the biggest share of this, 60.1 percent.  


Banks' own capital added up to EUR4.4 billion, up 27.9 percent from 2007.  


National Bank of Serbia went on to say that the banking sector last year suffered "strong exposure to the world financial crisis caused by the mortgage crash, especially in the second half of the year but, thanks to the restrictive monetary policy of the central bank, they managed to absorb the shock and preserve stability."  


At the end of 2008, the banking sector featured 31,435 jobs, or 7.3 percent more than in the previous year. 

JELASIC: SERBIA NEEDS BILLION-EURO LOAN 

BELGRADE, April 23 (Tanjug) - National Bank of Serbia (NBS) Governor Radovan Jelasic has warned that the drop in economic activity this year will probably go below the expected minus two percent unless Serbia withdraws loans worth one billion euros from international financial institutions.

 Addressing a news conference, Jelasic underscored that, according to NBS estimates, the economic activity in Serbia in the first trimester declined significantly from minus five to seven percent, and pointed out that the main reasons behind this are the declining demand at home and abroad, as well as the solvency of the home economy. 

Following the significant increase in the foreign currency savings of citizens in early February, in March and April citizens withdrew around 55 million euros from their savings accounts, Jelasic said. He stressed that the return of the previously withdrawn one billion euros' worth of savings to banks would be a good move that would secure funds for new credits for the economy. In spite of the foreign currency savings withdrawals and the repayments of foreign loans by companies, there was a smaller pressure on the foreign currency solvency of banks, the governor said.

KOSOVO AND EMTOHIJA – SITUATION, REACTIONS

DECENTALIZATION PLAN CANNOT BE CHANGED, FEITH

GRACANICA, April 22 (Tanjug) - The international community's civilian representative in Kosovo, Pieter Feith, said in Gracanica on Wednesday that the plan on decentralization and the formation of new municipalities in Kosovo cannot be changed radically and that the Kosovo government is in charge of decentralization on the basis of Martti Ahtisaari's plan, rather than Belgrade, which has no influence in that process. There can be no negotiation over Ahtisaari's plan. It is necessary to change certain details, but there can be no major changes. We will implement Ahtisaari's package and this is up to Minister (for local administration in the Kosovo government Sadri) Ferati to decide, Feith said after meeting with the representatives of the Serb communities in the territory of Gracanica.

 Asked whether Belgrade has influence, i.e. a role in the decentalization process, Feith said that the formation of new municipalities is within the competences of the Kosovo government. According to Ahtisaari's plan, six new municipalities with a Serb majority should be formed in Kosovo. The future new municipalities can be formed only at new elections, because otherwise it is not possible to adhere to the will of the electorate. We will prepare these areas for elections, but only in the organization of the Kosovo institutions, Ferati said after the meeting in Gracanica. 

Representatives of the Serbs living in central Kosovo mainly accept decentralization, but not via the Ahtisaari plan, but by applying the positive experiences worldwide, as in the case of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The representatives of the Serbs also do not agree that the future municipalities with a Serb majority cannot adopt local laws independently, and can only apply acts which were adopted in the Kosovo parliament in which the ethnic Albanians are in the majority.
UK AMBASSADOR DISCUSSES RETURN WITH KOSOVO SERBS

KOSOVSKA MITROVICA, Apr 22 (Tanjug) - UK Ambassador to Kosovo Andy Sparkes said Wednesday that the right to return must be secured for all in Kosovo, regardless of ethnicity or religion. He conferred in northern Kosovska Mitrovica with Serb representatives of the Brdjani village on the planned reconstruction of five houses belonging to ethnic Albanians, which Serbs said they will not allow. 

Endeavors were exerted to depoliticize the issue and to reduce tensions, as both Serbs and Albanians should return to their homes, he said. Brdjani representative Sinisa Lazic said Serbs made it clear to the international commuinity that they want a peaceful settlement to this problem and return of both Serbs and Albanians to their homes. The problem must not be tackled unilaterally, which is why Brdjani residents will not allow the reconstruction of houses belonging to ethnic Albanians, he said, emphasizing that Serbs do not want any incidents. Five Serbs were injured in a fight which broke out at the end of 2008 in Brdjani when several ethnic Albanians came to rebuild their houses damaged in the 1999 conflict.
SOURCE: NATO MAY CONSIDER KFOR REDUCTION THIS SUMMER

bRUSSELS, April 22 (Beta) - An evaluation of KFOR's presence in Kosovo and troop numbers could be made in the summer, a NATO source in Brussels indicated on April 22, although such an option has been mentioned by just several NATO members thus far.  


The official said that NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer will be visiting Bulgaria and Romania on April 23 and 24, to discuss the situation in the Balkans with local officials.  


Asked to comment on statements by several NATO officials about the need to reduce KFOR, the source said it is possible that "NATO military officials will make an assessment this summer about KFOR's further engagement in Kosovo in terms of the mission's volume and actions."  


The source, however added that NATO members "have not yet discussed any changes in the volume, tasks or structure of KFOR."  


"It is true though that we are happy that the security situation is peaceful, not only thanks to KFOR and other international factors, but also because of the controlled behavior of the Kosovo people, despite political challenges."  


Asked to explain how KFOR came to be assigned to protect President Boris Tadic during his recent visit to Kosovo, the source replied that "when international visits to Kosovo are concerned, KFOR's decision to offer escort protection was made in consultations with all authorities in Kosovo."  
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