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SERBIA

FINISH REPRESENTATIVES IN SERBIAN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

BEOGRAD, April 21 (Tanjug) -Chairman of Finland's parliamentary Foreign Affairs Committee Pertti Salolainen stated during a meeting with President of the Serbian parliament Slavica Djukic-Dejanovic in Belgrade on Tuesday that Finland was interested in closer cooperation with Serbia.

 During the meeting, Djukic-Dejanovic underscored Serbia's commitment to its accession in the EU. The meeting focused on Serbia's parliamentary activities regarding its European integrations and the cooperation between the parliaments of Finland and Serbia, a statement released by the parliament's PR office read. Salolainen clarified that the aim of the Finland's parliamentary Foreign Affairs Committee was to determine the current state of affairs in Serbia and to inform the Serbian partners about the supervisory system used by the Finish parliament on its executive bodies.  

Djukic-Dejanovic pointed out that Serbia's accession in the EU is the priority of the country's foreign policy, and that Serbia would continue to develop good relations with other countries such as the United States, Russia, China, India and other states once it becomes member of the EU.
FINLAND INTERESTED IN BETTER COOPERATION WITH SERBIA

BELGRADE, April 21 (Beta) - Pertti Salolainen, head of a delegation from the Finnish parliament, said on April 21 that his country was interested in better cooperation with Serbia, the Serbian parliament's public relations office announced.  


Salolainen presented a system for monitoring the work of the parliament of Finland by a Grand Committee, which follows the work of all Finnish representatives to the European Union, to Serbian MPs. A similar system is in application in the parliaments of Denmark and Slovenia.  


Dragoljub Micunovic, head of the Foreign Affairs Committee at the parliament of Serbia, acquainted the Finnish delegation with the parliament's activities in the process of Serbia's bid to join the EU.  


"By carrying laws in line with the legislation of the European Union, Serbia has clearly shown that it is committed to the journey toward integration into the European family," Micunovic stated.  


Foreign Affairs Committee members Nada Kolundzija, Balint Pastor, Natasa Vuckovic, Milos Jevtic and Vesna Pesic were in the Serbian delegation, while the members of the Finnish delegation included MPs Eero Akaan Penttila, Katri Komi and Elisabeth Naucler.  

KOVAC SAYS SECURITY SITUATION STABLE IN 2008

BELGRADE, April 21 (Beta) - On April 21, Serbian Parliament's Committee on Defense and Security adopted a report on the Military Security Agency for 2008.  


Presenting the report to the committee, Agency director Svetko Kovac said that the security situation in the Ministry of Defense and Serbian army had been stable throughout last year with no major problems.  


He added that the agency's main activities in 2008 had been protecting army units in the Land Security Zone, uncovering terrorist threats directed against the Ministry of Defense and army, cracking down on crime, and assisting in the composition of regulations governing the agency's operations.  


He explained that there had been no indication in 2008 of International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia suspects hiding out in military facilities.  


Kovac also said that several terrorist groups with former Kosovo Liberation Army members who had fled from southern Serbia to Kosovo had also been identified.  


As for foreign intelligence services, he stated that foreign intelligence agencies were mostly interested in what the army planned to do about Kosovo's illegal declaration of independence, and especially its activities in northern Kosovo.  

SERBIA'S INVOLVEMENT IN DRILLS IN GEORGIA UNCERTAIN

BELGRADE, April 21 (Beta) - Serbian Defense Ministry senior official Dusan Spasojevic said on April 21 that two military exercises will take place in Georgia within NATO's Partnership for Peace program, adding that Serbia plans to participate in the commandstaff part of the drill aimed at training troops to react in crisis situations.  


Spasojevic told BETA that both drills will take place between May 6 and June 2.  


"These drills are meant to train soldiers to react in crisis situations. We have one commandstaff drill and one real military exercise and both will be carried out continuously in the said period, with practically one following the other," Spasojevic said.  


He said that the Serbian government in December 2008 adopted a proposal for an individual program of partnership between Serbia and the Partnership for Peace for 2009 and 2010.  


"Within that program adopted by the government, Serbia plans to participate in the commandstaff part of the exercise with two officers. One of them is an expert in civilianmilitary relations and the other is an expert in telecommunications and IT," Spasojevic explained.  


"Given that the Russian Foreign Ministry has called on NATO to abandon plans to carry out the drills in Georgia, explaining that they could not help stabilize the situation in the Caucasus region, the Serbian government has decided to carry out additional consultations on the level of the relevant ministries that decide on foreign policy issues," Spasojevic added.  


According to him, the decision for Serbian Army members to take part in the drill has not been made yet but the government will make a decision in the interest of Serbia over the next few days.  

ROUND TABLE: RUSSIANSERBIAN RELATIONS IMPORTANT TO REGION

BELGRADE, April 21 (Beta) - Relations between Russia and Serbia are a tradition of long standing and are important to the entire Balkan region, was the conclusion of an assembly on Russian Serbian relations, held on April 21, in Belgrade.  


Taking part at a round table on the topic "Following Russian Serbian Relations" at the Media Center, Russian Ambassador to Serbia Alexander Konuzin said relations with Serbia and countries that comprised the former Yugoslavia had always been specific, as far back as during the forming of the Soviet Union.  


The period between the two world wars is also important and requires a new and more comprehensive scientific analysis, Konuzin stated.  He pointed out that the Balkans today is one of the most unstable regions in Europe, still seething with radical and extremist ambitions which are out of place in the 21st century. The Russian ambassador emphasized that there was still potential for conflict in almost all the states that arose from the breakup of Yugoslavia and in Kosovo.  Instability in any state that was formerly a member of Yugoslavia can very easily spill over into other parts of the region, which is why it is important for external factors not to interfere in internal disputes in Balkan countries, Konuzin stated.  


One attendant at the assembly, Dusan Reljic of the Berlin Foundation for Science and Politics, stressed the importance of relations between the two countries, but pointed out a tendency among some political thinkers in Serbia to highlight the principle of a "sovereign democracy," linked to Putin's understanding of democracy. Reljic also pointed out Russia's increasing economic presence in Serbia, where Russian companies are investors and lately, creditors.  


Alexej Timofejev of the Institute for the Recent History of Serbia, Yaroslav Pilinsky of the Kenan Center of Kiev, Nikolai Petrov of the Moscow Carnegie Center and Modest Kolerov, director of the IA Regnum news agency, also attended the round table, organized by the International and Security Affairs Center (ISAC Fund). 
KOSOVO AND METOHIJA – SITUATION, REACTIONS

AGAINST ATTEMPTS TO RE-WRITE CULTURAL HISTORY IN KOSOVO 

PARIS, April 21 (Tanjug) - Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic said on Tuesday that Serbia's priority is to preserve the threatened cultural heritage in Kosovo and Metohija, and called on the international community, in particular UNESCO, to prevent attempts at re-writing the cultural history of that province. 

"Let me make it clear: the Serbian people seek reconciliation. We seek to compromise. We seek agreement. We want to live in peace," Minister Jeremic said, addressing participants in the 181st plenary session of the UNESCO Executive Board in Paris.  "I wish also to underscore that education, science and technology, culture and communications are the pre-requisites for the development of humankind, including its economic dimension. It is the position of the Republic of Serbia that these areas need to be protected from budget cuts," Jeremic said.  "I am also pleased to highlight the leading role of the Republic of Serbia in promoting and deepening regional cooperation-a vital component of the democratic consolidation of peace, stability and reconciliation. We have actively participated in the annual summits of Southeast Europe heads of state that have contributed to the 'cultures of peace' program. I would like to propose that Serbia hosts this important regional event in 2011," he said. 

 "Serbia's national priorities focus on safeguarding cultural heritage in danger, especially in our southern province of Kosovo and Metohija, under United Nations administration since June 1999. I would like to salute UNESCO's work in Kosovo-and in particular recognize the personal engagement of Director General Matsura, as well as UNESCO's Regional Office in Venice. I would also like to thank the various donor countries for their help to conserve and rebuild Serbian heritage in Kosovo. "The Republic of Serbia, in a recent exchange of letters, signaled to UNESCO our commitment to the use of funds collected during and subsequent to the donors' conference to the tune of 5.5 million dollars. This reaffirms the traditional, good-faith partnership between UNESCO and the Republic of Serbia in the area of cultural heritage, to the benefit of all.  "There is still much work to be done. More than 150 churches and monasteries, including dozens that were built as long ago as the 11th century, have been destroyed by ethnic-Albanian extremists in the past ten years, including 35 during the March 2004 pogrom against Serbs in Kosovo. While some of these have been rebuilt on the basis of a process commenced with the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding by the Patriarch of the Serbian Orthodox Church, many more holy sites remain ruined or severely damaged.  "One such example is the 11th-century cathedral church of the Holy Mother of Ljeviska-placed on UNESCO's List of World Heritage in Danger. Located in the old quarter of Serbia's ancient capital of Prizren, its frescos were almost completely destroyed during the March 2004 pogrom. It has repeatedly been desecrated since, using unspeakable means. "Nonetheless, its restoration through the UNESCO process will, hopefully, strongly encourage some of the more than 10,000 Kosovo Serbs who have been ethnically cleansed from Prizren since June 1999, to return to the city. For this to happen, UNMIK and EULEX must provide a more secure environment for IDPs. Otherwise, one restored, the Ljeviska church stands in danger of becoming a mere museum piece, instead of a living, active place of worship. 

 "I want to underline the precise nature of the fight to preserve Serbian heritage in Kosovo-and to emphasize its universality-in the context of the danger posed by the unilateral declaration of independence of February 17th, 2008, by the secessionist authorities of our southern province. "The World Heritage Committee delayed the issuing of its decision on the Medieval Monuments of Kosovo (Serbia) because of pressures to artificially separate this foundational part of Serbian patrimony from the rest of it in other parts of our country. I would like to thank all those in UNESCO for ensuring this attempt to politicize cultural heritage did not succeed. International law and this Organization's practice make clear that such violations of the norms that have served us so well over the course of many decades can only result in unhelpful divisions.  "Serbian monasteries must never become pawns in a dangerous game of identity creation. On the ground in Kosovo, unfortunately, much evidence points to such an intention. Textbook after textbook published by Pristina make preposterous claims that Serbian Orthodox heritage from the medieval period is in fact Kosovo Albanian heritage.  "This attempt to re-write history must be condemned in the strongest possible terms. The international community-and UNESCO in particular-must not be passive. We all must say, with determination and moral certainty: cultural cleansing will not stand. Not here, and not anywhere else," Minister Jeremic said.

 "Attempts to instrumentalize culture as a tool of conflict do not bring us closer. I fervently believe that only when we come to look at diversity as a source of strength-only when we embrace the view that individual cultures genuinely prosper and progress when they come into contact with other cultures-can we say that the tide has inexorably turned in favor of peace and a common sense of destiny.  "To protect and enhance the myriad cultural achievements of humankind-this is a great task before us all. It is high time to re-dedicate ourselves once again to this noble, 21st-century undertaking of man," Minister Jeremic concluded. 
JEREMIC: SCANDALOUS ATTEMPT OF MISTAKEN CULTURAL IDENTITY 

PARIS, April 21 (Tanjug) - Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic Tuesday evaluated as scandalous and outrageous the attempt to register the jeopardized Serbian churches and cultural heritage in Kosovo as the medieval heritage of Kosovo in the annual report of the UNESCO World Heritage Committee. 

"This scandalous and outrageous attempt of mistaken cultural identity has never before happened within this organization and we will not allow it to happen now," Jeremic told the reporters in Paris, after he adressed the participants of the 181. plenary session of the UNESCO Executive Board. The initiative that, at the next session of the Committee in Seville, Spain from 22-30 June, the Serbian monasteries and cultural heritage be registered as the ones of Kosovo has been started by a certain number of countries, among which Albania as well. "These are the holy objects not of Kosovo, but of the Serbian Orthodox Church," Jeremic underscored.
JEREMIC: WHATEVER ICJ DECIDES, SERBIA WILL NOT RECOGNIZE KOSOVO 

BELGRADE, April 22 (Tanjug) - Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic has expressed confidence that the International Court of Justice (ICJ) will decide, in connection with the secession of Kosovo, in favor of the preservation of Serbia's sovereignty and territorial integrity. The Serbian government will not recognize Kosovo at any cost, Minister Jeremic said. 

This is the first time that the ICJ is giving its opinion on the legality of an act of secession, Jeremic pointed out. The ICJ decision in this case will determine the course of events in future, he said. Speaking in an interview for the Belgrade daily Blic published on Wednesday, Jeremic said he could not imagine a 21st century in which an act of secession is left to the free will of ethnic communities which maintain that their humn rights are treated in an unsatisfactory manner by the state in which they live. "That would be a very unstable world. That is why I believe the Court will decide in favor of the preservation of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of a sovereign democratic state. 

Anyway, whatever happens, we are bound primarily by the Constitution of Serbia. Nevertheless, we would not have entered into this complex and globalized process had we not concluded that we stand the best prospects to win precisely in the field of international law," Jeremic said. The Belgrade government will not recognize Kosovo, at any cost, even in the event that the decision is in favor of Pristina, Jeremic pointed out, as long as a democratic order based on the Serbian Constitution is in effect in this country.

ZBOGAR: SLOVENIA IN FAVOR OF KOSOVO BEFORE ICJ

PRISTINA, April 21 (Tanjug) - Slovenian Foreign Minister Samuel Zbogar stated Tuesday in Pristina that his country supported the Kosovo provisional government before the International Court of Justice (ICJ), which was to take a stand on the legal validity of Kosovo's unilateral declaration of independence.

Zbogar, who is currently on a two-day visit to Pristina, stated that there was "a long history of good relations" between Kosovo and Slovenia and that a new era in the relations "between the two countries" started after the declaration of independence by Kosovo and Slovenia's recognition of it. After a meeting with the regional temporary authorities, Zbogar said that Slovenia was ready to help Kosovo in developing its institutions in order to move closer to Euro-Atlantic integrations.
COOPERATION DEAL BETWEEN SLOVENIA, KOSOVO

PRISTINA, April 21 (Beta) - The foreign ministers of Kosovo and Slovenia, Skender Hyseni and Samuel Zbogar, signed an agreement on cooperation on April 21, in Pristina.  


Zbogar confirmed that Slovenia, a member of the European Union, advocated visa regime liberalization for the West Balkan countries, adding that companies from Slovenia were leading investors in Kosovo.  


That is why the embassy of Slovenia will open a special economic office in Kosovo, he stated.  


The West Balkans remain a high priority in Slovenia's foreign policy. The progress of this area toward Euro Atlantic structures is a priority, which is why Slovenia will continue to assist countries in the region, the Slovenian minister said.  


In separate meetings with the top representatives of Kosovan institutions, Zbogar said Ljubljana would continue to support Kosovo and that there was a long history of good relations between his country and Kosovo, adding that the recognition of Kosovo's independence marked a new era in bilateral relations.  


I am here to talk with Kosovan officials about our common future and the sustainability of our relations. That is the goal of my visit. We are willing to act and assist Kosovo in every aspect of building its institutions so that they can get as close as possible to Euro Atlantic integrations, Zbogar declared.  

CHURKIN: MISTAKES AS IN CASE OF KOSOVO MUST BE AVOIDED

 NEW YORK, April 22 (Tanjug) - Russia's Permanent Representative to the United Nations (UN) Vitaly Churkin has asked the international community not to repeat the mistakes made in mediating in the resolving of the conflict in Kosovo and Metohija. Unilateral solutions should not be enforced during mediation, and no cause should be given to suspect a mediator of being biased or inclined in favor of one of the sides, Churkin said, speaking at the UN Security Council session dedicated to mediation and resolving of conflicts held on Tuesday evening. Problems inevitably occur when a mediator fails to meet any of the set demands, Ambassador Churkin said. It is sufficient to remember the situation with the resolving of the Kosovo issue, Churkin said, as reported by the RIA Novosti agency from the UN Headquarters.

