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TADIC: BREAK LINK BETWEEN CRIME, ECONOMY, JUSTICE AND POLITICS

KOPAONIK, Mar 3 (Tanjug) - Serbian President Boris Tadic on Tuesday stated that Serbia has no future unless it breaks the link between crime, economy, justice and politics, which, according to him, was created in the previous decade and had survived after the changes of October 5, 2000. 

"If this link gets broken, we have a chance, but not the guarantees that we will have a better future. Guarantees are in economic and social reforms that we should carry out," said Tadic opening the traditional annual forum of economists on Mt. Kopaonik. "Our country spends more than it earns. If after October 5 it was necessary in order to motivate citizens, today expenditure bigger than earnings may only contribute to a new destruction," said Tadic.

 Addressing economists who are taking part in the symposium, Tadic said that they are expected to produce innovative solutions, because the crisis may not be overcome with the economic ideologies existing so far. This year's three-day Business Forum, sponsored by the Serbian Union of Economists, will focus on the growth in conditions of global recession and financial crisis.
CVETKOVIC: IMF MISSION WILL ARRIVE IN MID-MARCH

KOPAONIK, Mar 3 (Tanjug) - Serbian Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic on Tuesday stated that after the arrival of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) mission in Serbia in mid-March, a classic stand-by arrangement will be agreed with the IMF. 

At the opening of the Business Forum on Mt Kopaonik, Cvetkovic clarified that the IMF mission will carry out a detailed analysis and the present precaution arrangement should be turned into a classic standby arrangement. According to Cvetkovic, under the arrangement Serbia's budget deficit will be increased from the projected 1.75% of the GDP by about one percent or more, but a part of the expenditure will have to be reduced. He pointed out that the initially planned economic growth of 3.5% will be considerable corrected to a smaller figure.

DODIK: COMMON MARKET WITH SERBIA 


KOPAONIK, Mar 3 (Tanjug) - Republic of Srpska (RS) President Milorad Dodik on Tuesday urged for setting up of a common market of the RS and Serbia in order to overcome the negative impact of the global financial crisis easier. 

Underscoring that Serbia is the most important economic partner of the RS, Dodik underscored at the business forum on Mt Kopaonik that institutional capacities for overcoming of the crisis have to get strengthened. "Measures have to be efficient, speedy and ours only," underscored Dodik, pointing out that the most important present task is to strengthen the economy's competitiveness.

JEREMIC MEETS WITH FOREIGN POLICY COMMITTEE MEMBERS

 BELGRADE, March 2 (Beta) - Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic met with members of the Foreign Ministry's Foreign Policy Committee in Belgrade on March 2.   


Jeremic acquainted the committee members with the ministry's activities in the process of obtaining an advisory assessment from the International Court of Justice of the legality of Kosovo's unilaterally declared independence, and with the continuation of European integrations.   


The minister asked the members their opinion on those important issues that have a significant place in Serbia's foreign policy, says a news release from the Foreign Ministry.  

DACIC TALKS WITH SOCA DIRECTOR FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

BELGRADE, March 2 (Beta) - Serbian Interior Minister Ivica Dacic in Belgrade on March 2 talked with the international affairs director of the British Serious Organized Crime Agency (SOCA), Rob Wainwright.   


An Interior Ministry news release says that the visit affirms the increasingly stronger bilateral cooperation between the two countries in the fight against organized crime and emphasizes the importance both countries give to the struggle against drug trafficking, illegal immigration, arms smuggling and all other types of crime.   


Dacic and Wainwright also discussed the memorandum of cooperation that representatives of the two countries are soon to sign.   


When it is signed and ratified, the memorandum will additionally improve the two states' capability to exchange information and cooperate, thus increasing the risk for all those who wish to commit a crime, primarily in the territories of Serbia and Great Britain, but in other territories as well, says the news release. 

SUTANOVAC: SECURITY AT SATISFACTORY LEVEL 

BELGRADE, Mar 2 (Tanjug) - Serbian Defence Minister Dragan Sutanovac stated on Monday that in the Ground Security Zone along the administrative line with Kosovo and Metohija (KiM) the security is at a satisfactory level, even though there still is a possibility of incidents.

 "Certainly, the possibility of incidents still exists, particularly from the other side of the administrative line, but we do not have such information as yet, and we are monitoring the situation in the whole region," Sutanovac told Tanjug. The Defence Minister stated that three squads of the Serbian Army are engaged to maintain peace and stability at a high level in the Zone. Sutanovac pointed out that the co-operation with KFOR members in KiM continues on technical level and that regular meetings are held at a lower level of command and simultaneous patrols in the Ground Security Zone. 

He expessed his expectation that the Cepotina military base, located about five kilometers from Bujanovac, will be completed soon, underscoring that this facility will be a very important center for security in the south of Serbia and for the control of the area as a whole.
Sutanovac: VMA is symbol of modern Serbia

BELGRADE, Mar 3 (Tanjug) - Defense Minister Dragan Sutanovac on Monday stated that the reputation the Military Medical Academy (VMA) had acquired binds the state to continue to support its development in order to contribute to the country's international integrations.

 Speaking at the ceremony on the occasion of the 165th anniversary of the VMA, Sutanovac said that this "modern hospital of the 21st century" serves health not only in Serbia but also in the world. Besides achieving important results in the area of medical protection, the VMA significantly contributed last year to the promotion of international military cooperation and reputation of the Serbian Army and the country as a whole through intensive cooperation with similar institutions in the United States, Russia, China, Norway, Italy, Germany and other countries.

EGERESSY - ANTI-EU FORCES ARE OPPOSED TO VOJVODINA STATUTE 

NOVI SAD, March 2 (Tanjug) - Vojvodina parliament speaker Sandor Egeressy said in a meeting with a Hungarian government delegation on Monday that the opposition towards the new Vojvodina Statute primarily came from those forces that opposed decentralisation and Serbia's accession to the European Union.   Egeressy voiced his belief, however, that the Serbian parliament would soon adopt the proposed document, his office said in a statement. 

Head of the Hungarian delegation, State Secretary in charge of the national policy Ferenc Gemessy said that regionalisation was one of the main EU principles and that Serbia's further decentralisation would be an extremely positive signal on its way towards EU itnegration. Both sides noted with pleasure that the number of ethnically based incidents had reduced in Vojvodina last year.
DJUKANOVIC: NO CONDITIONS FOR AMBASSADOR TO SERBIA YET

 PODGORICA, Mar 3 (Tanjug) - Montenegro's Premier Milo Djukanovic has stated that there still no conditions for Montenegro to propose its ambassador to Serbia, underscoring that the one that had expelled the Montenegrin ambassador should "make an effort to convince us that our ambassador is welcome," Podgorica media reported on Tuesday. 

"The one who expelled the Montenegrin ambassador will have to make an effort to convince us that our ambassador is welcome in order to secure Montenegro's dignity and the dignity of the ambassador who will represent Montenegro at any address, including Belgrade," Premier Djukanovic said. Djukanovic reiterated that Montenegro is interested in developing the best of relations with Serbia, but that it does not want to beg anyone to accept Montenegro's ambassador. 

The Serbian government had proclaimed Anka Vojvodic, the first Montenegrin ambassador to Serbia after its proclamation of independence in 2006, a persona non grata after the Montenegrin government recognized the unilateral declaration of independence by Kosovo last year. 
ALL BIA RESOURCES ENGAGED IN COMPLETING ICTY COOPERATION

BELGRADE, Mar 3 (Tanjug) - Director of the Security Information Agency (BIA) Sasa Vukadinovic on Tuesday stated that "all available resources of BIA" are engaged in solving the most difficult task in Serbia at the moment, and that is location and arrest of the remaining ICTY fugitives. 

"One of the basic rules of the operational work is to never speak about the operations in progress. You should be confident that all available resources of BIA are currently engaged in solving the most difficult task in Serbia at the moment, whose importance surpasses the defined competencies of the Agency," Vukadinovic said in an interview with Tanjug, which is his first interview since assuming his duties as BIA's director in July 2008. Vukadinovic underscored that the Agency has intensive cooperation with other subjects of Serbia's security and intelligence system, as well as with other competent state organs, which is based on principles of strict distribution of competencies and partnership.

 "I would particularly like to underscore that the cooperation among the subjects of the security system of our country has gained quality by forming the National security Council, as the central state body for harmonization and orientation of the work of Serbia's security and intelligence services," said Vukadinovic. When asked how helpful tips by citizens in the search for the ICTY fugitives are, Vukadinovic clarified that there are a number of calls that seem to be very serious and that they are all being checked. "However, not a single call has so far brought us directly to an arrest of ICTY indictees, but some of them have considerably contributed to the investigation," said Vukadinovic.
JULIAN HARSTON HEAD OF U.N. OFFICE IN BELGRADE

BELGRADE, March 2 (Beta) - Julian Harston, of the United Kingdom, has been appointed as the director of the United Nations Office in Belgrade, that office announced on March 2.   


In March 2007, Harston was appointed as an adviser to Ban Kimoon, as well as a U.N. special representative and head of the U.N. mission in Western Sahara, where he remained until last week.   


Harston, who is also Ban Kimoon's representative in Belgrade, led the U.N. Office in Belgrade from May 2004 to Feb. 2007, and was also the deputy special representative of the U.N. secretary general in the U.N. mission in Bosnia Herzegovina.   


He began his service at the U.N. as a political adviser to the special representative of the secretary general in UNPROFOR in 1995 after many years of diplomatic work in the British diplomatic service.   


Harston, who was born in 1942 in Kenya, worked for a number of years as a television commentator in Canada.  

LET'S CLEAN SERBIA ACTION BEGINS

BELGRADE, Mar 2 (Tanjug) - Serbian Minister of Environment and Spatial Planning Oliver Dulic announced on Monday the beginning of the action Let's clean Serbia, the goal of which is the environmental protection and raising of the level of citizens' ecological consciousness.

 At the meeting held in the House of National Assembly, attended by mayors and municipal presidents of Serbia, Dulic pointed out that the communal waste and the polluted land represent a great problem and that it is no longer sufficient to adopt laws but to conduct the action of cleaning as well. Around 40 percent of the generated communal waste in Serbia is disposed of in wild landfill sites, the number of which mounted to approximately 481 according to the last inspection reports, whereas the remaining part of the waste is disposed of in one of the 164 officially registrated landfill sites, it was stated at the meeting. One of the aims of the Let's clean Serbia action is the removal of the wild landfills, the solving of the problems of hazardous waste, as well as the adoption of new regulations in the area of the environment.
TALKS WITH IMF PLANNED FOR MID-MARCH 

BELGRADE, Mar 3 (Tanjug) - National Bank of Serbia (NBS) Governor Radovan Jelasic has announced that new talks with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) on a new credit arrangement of USD 2.5 billion will be held in mid-March. 

Late on Monday, Jelasic said that the credit of USD 400 million approved to Serbia two months ago had not been drawn yet, recalling that Serbia turned down the offered possibility at the time to get more funds, because the state did not need it. In the meantime, the economic situation had intensified, because industrial activities had slowed down, as well as imports, which caused a drop in revenues from customs and VAT. "That is why, we will, just like many other countries, have to negotiate about new loans," clarified Jelasic in a live broadcast by the state television RTS.

kosovo and metohija

BOGDANOVIC SAYS SERBIA EXPECTS IMPLEMENTATION OF SIX POINTS

BELGRADE, March 2 (Beta) - Serbia has taken a constructive stand in solving many problems in the province and now expects the international community to propose ways to implement the U.N. sixpoint plan, for the sake of regulating various fields, including the judiciary, Minister for Kosovo and Metohija Goran Bogdanovic said on March 2.   


In a statement given to BETA following the March 2 protest of Serb judiciary employees in Kosovska Mitrovica, Bogdanovic said that "a legal vacuum and confusion over the transfer of missions' authorities had been created after the deployment of EULEX."   


The minister reiterated that throughout last fall Belgrade negotiated the terms for opening courts with the U.N., where the Serbian side was very constructive and did everything it could to accelerate the process.   


"We showed that we approach the matter in a truly constructive manner by enabling the completely peaceful and secure deployment of EULEX in the entire territory of Kosovo and Metohija," Bogdanovic said.   


"Now we expect the international community, for its part, to present a proposal for the manner of implementing the six points, which include the judiciary. That act would bring us one step closer to a solution," Bogdanovic said. 
