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serbia

TADIC: EARLY ELECTIONS TOO BIG A BURDEN FOR ECONOMY 

BELGRADE, March 1 (Tanjug) - Serbian president Boris Tadic said that the holding of early parliamentary elections this year would be too big a burden for the country's economy in the circumstances of the global economic downturn and that they would cause divisions among the citizens now that we need unity more than ever.  
At a session of the DS Main Committee, Tadic said that the most affected by the crisis were the poorest citizens, and that the success of the government's measures would be measured by the degree to which they would protect the standard of living of that part of the population. Commenting on the European integration process, he said that because of the crisis, the EU was not as enthusiastic about the enlargement process as it had been a few months ago. "It may be, because of the different world we now live in, that the deadlines for candidacy status and the other goals on that pathway will not be the same as we expected one year ago," Tadic said and added that maximum effort had to be made so that Serbia be granted the candidacy status for EU membership by the end of the year and that it be included in the white Schengen list. 
 According to him, Serbia remains committed to its cooperation with The Hague Tribunal in spite of the fact that it is difficult to defend the position on the Tribunal's equal standards after Ramus Haradinaj has been acquitted on all charges and a group of former Serbian officials sentenced to several decades in prison.
PRESIDENT: TOP SECRET LABEL REQUESTED BY U.S. 

BELGRADE, Feb. 27 (Beta) - Serbian President Boris Tadic stated on March 1 that the U.S. administration has demanded that the Miladin Kovacevic case be filed as "top secret."  


"I received the information from Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic that the Serbian government had no intention to accord this level of protection to this case. That was the request of the other side," Tadic said at his party Steering Committee session.   


He also said that Kovacevic's trial will be held in Serbia, when the casework reaches the authorized state institutions.   He added that, when the proceedings are finished, the public will be acquainted with all the details of the case of Kovacevic, who, after beating up an American student, left the U.S. in June 2008 and entered Serbia with the help of Serbian consulate employees.   

SERBIAN PRESIDENT CONGRATULATES VMA ON 165TH ANNIVERSARY 

BELGRADE, Mar 2 (Tanjug) - Serbian President Boris Tadic on Monday congratulated the Military Medical Academy (VMA) on its 165th anniversary. "On the occasion of March 2, Day of VMA and 165 years since its foundation and work, I am sending warmest congratulations to the VMA employees," Tadic said in his congratulatory note.

 The VMA is the leading institution in the area of treatment, preventive medicine, pharmacy, education and scientific and research work in Serbia and in Southeastern Europe, and it was founded by a decree of Prince Alexander Karadjordjevic in 1844. The VMA includes 27 clinics, 17 institutes, Diagnostic Center, Poison Control Center, Urgent Medical Center and Organ and Bone Marrow Transplant Center, in which more than 5,000 different diagnostic and therapeutic procedures are carried out.

SUTANOVAC: ALLEGED SCANDALS CANNOT JEOPARDIZE GOVERNMENT 

BELGRADE, Feb 28 (Tanjug) - Defence Minister Dragan Sutanovac assessed that the government of Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic had sufficient capacity to fight the effects of the global economic crisis, but also the alleged political scandals which were aimed at drawing the public's attention from the real problems and the government's efforts to resolve those problems. 
 "The reshuffling of the government is not something we should discuss now, particularly not because ever since it was first set up, there have been no major disputes between its members, but only differences over certain issues," Sutanovac said in an interview with Tanjug. The defence minister also pointed to the fact that the attention of the public was to too often being drawn from the government's objective results to the more attractive information of the media on alleged scandals and disagreements in the ruling coalition. He pointed out that it was impossible to compare the results of Cvetkovic's government with the results of the previous governments, because Serbia could no longer count on huge revenue from privatization, and also because the country was now faced with a crisis, the biggest of its kind since 1929. 
 Commenting on the forthcoming checking of results of the work of our ministries, which President Boris Tadic and Premier Cvetkovic have announced, Sutanovac said that he had presented his report on the work of the Defence Ministry, but not of the Headquarters as well.  This report will be handed in sometime in March, just like it was done last year, he added.  "I do not know what the criteria will be on the basis of which the results will be analyzed, but I have to say that I am in charge of a very complex and difficult system, and that all of the segments of this system have made positive progress which everyone can see," Sutanovac said.
SUTANOVAC: UN PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS TO STRENGTHEN STATE  

BELGRADE, March 1 (Tanjug) - Defence Minister Dragan Sutanovac said on Sunday that a draft bill on the participation of the Serbian Army and other defence forces in multinational peacekeeping operations outside Serbia's borders had been presented to the government.

 "The Serbian Army's participation in the UN peacekeeping operations, the scope of which would be a lot bigger than it has been so far, is not in the interest of only the defence system itself, but also of the state as a whole, and it is aimed at the strengthening of our foreign political capacities," Sutanovac said in an interview with Tanjug. He said that required certificates had already been obtained for the peacekeeping operations of the members of the Military Medical Academy (VMA) medical team, and that part of the team had already attended a corresponding course in Norway.
DACIC: VOJVODINA'S AUTONOMY WITHIN CONSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK 

NOVI SAD, Feb 27 (Tanjug) - On the occasion of the Draft Statute of Vojvodina, Deputy Prime Minister Ivica Dacic stated in Novi Sad that the his party is not against the province's autonomy but that the autonomy should remain within the constitutional framework. 
"We are not in favor of creating a state within the state, which is why the issue should be approached very carefully, particularly since there are negative experiences in Serbia on the issue of autonomy," Dacic told after his meeting with Vojvodina Assembly President Sandor Egeresi. As far as the Serbian government is concerned, it is "united in principle, and if there are some disagreements they are not of political but constitutional and legal nature," underscored Dacic. "All those dilemmas should be resolved through the law on Vojvodina's competencies," concluded Dacic. 
Egeresi recalled that today's meeting is the continuation of the dialogue launched in Belgrade on November 20, 2008, when issues that need to be resolved jointly were raised. "It is our common interest to preserve peace, security and good inter-ethnic relations in Vojvodina. The fact that the number of incident on ethnic grounds dropped from 197 in 2007 to 171 in 2008 is encouraging," he underscored. "More active work of the state organs and the program of tolerance implemented by the province administration have contributed to this," underscored Egeresi.
VUJACIC IN WASHINGTON TIMES: WALKER'S MALICIOUSNESS 

WASHINGTON, Mar 2 (Tanjug) - In his letter to editor of Washington Times, published on Monday, Serbian Ambassador to the United States of American Ivan Vujacic wrote that he is deeply shocked by the text written by OSCE Mission to Kosovo Head William Walker, published in the same paper last Tuesday, due to its lack of impartiality and its maliciousness and/or ignorance.

 "Claiming that basically nothing has changed in Serbia regarding Kosovo since the era of the late Slobodan Milosevic is not only simply false, but also represents an outrageous fabrication," wrote Vujacic. "It was the democratic opposition that toppled Mr. Milosevic in a democratic revolution in October 2000 and sent him to The Hague. The leaders of this revolution have been democratically re-elected in several elections to lead Serbia on its European path toward democracy and having the highest respect for human rights," recalled Vujacic. 

"As to the question (by Walker) of where was Serbian President Boris Tadic during the Milosevic years, let me point out that he was in the opposition from the very first day to the very end of the Milosevic regime," recalled Vujacic, adding that he was a witness to that, as he went through it all himself. Ambassador Vujacic underscored that "the impartiality of Mr. Walker has been questioned over the years, not least because of what has been perceived as his rush to judgement in the Racak case that led to the NATO bombing of Serbia in 1999." "His op-ed can only add support to doubts concerning his impartiality," concluded Ambassador Vujacic.

NEW AMBASSADORS APPOINTED

BELGRADE, Feb. 28 (Beta) - Dragan Zupanjevac and Gordana Vidovic have been appointed Serbia's new ambassadors to Greece and Argentina, respectively, by presidential decree, the March 1 edition of the Official Gazette reported.  


Jelica Kurjak was confirmed as Serbia's ambassador to Russia and Turkmenistan, on a nonresidential basis.   


The decisions took effect on Feb. 28, a day after their publication in the Official Gazette.  

SLOVENIA INTERESTED IN BILATERAL AGREEMENT WITH SERBIA

ljubljana, BELGRADE, Feb. 27 (Beta) -. Slovenia wants to extend the possibility of reaching a bilateral agreement regarding the court systems with Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the issues of returning documents and exchanging evidence, Slovenian Minister Ales Zalar said on Feb. 27.  


According to the current plans, it is not foreseen that Slovenia can make a bilateral agreement with Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina for exchanging evidence, returning documents, court authority and executing foreign verdicts.   


This means that in the case of a process between Slovenia and citizens from Serbia or Bosnia, Slovenia does not have the legal foundation for a decision on the court which will preside over the case, Zalar said in Brussels after meeting with European Commissioner Jacques Barrot.   


"Not only are those countries close, but the structure of the population and the personal and business relations in which people enter mostly gravitate into this field, and that is why it is logical to want to make an agreement like this, especially if such a possibility is open," Zalar said, according to the STA news agency.   


Zalar mentioned that Barrot said that for now, the determined framework should be abided by, but he did not rule out the possibility that there could be an extension of cooperation later on.   


The Slovenian minister said that the commissioner understands Slovenia's great interest in such agreements.   


This possibility exists because the EU, which has the exclusive right to form bilateral agreement with third parties, plans on passing that authority to the memberstates in the field of law, which is used in agreements and other obligations, such as inheritance and marital issues.  

SERBIA - ICTY

JEREMIC: VERDICTS INCRIMINATE INDIVIDUALS, NOT THE COUNTRY

BELGRADE, Feb. 27 (Beta) - Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic on Feb. 27 assessed that the verdicts to former state, military and police officials in the Hague are verdicts which indict individuals, not the country, adding that it is important that the only direct Serbian people's representative, former President Milan Milutinovic, was acquitted.  


"These are verdicts which incriminate individuals, not the country, and I think it is very important that the only person elected by the Serbian people, former President Milan Milutinovic, was acquitted of all charges," Jeremic told B92 TV.   


He added that a final assessment regarding the verdicts should wait after all those convicted by the Hague tribunal on Feb. 26 file an appeal.   


Jeremic assessed that the verdicts will not influence the fact that, after 10 years of war in Kosovo and NATO bombing, Serbia "has to pay all kinds of fines for all kinds of sins which were not collected when Slobodan Milosevic's regime was defeated after the bombing."   


He also added that he hopes the Hague tribunal's verdicts do not serve as a "trigger" for new recognitions of Kosovo.   


"In the past few weeks, we have been fighting with all means available to prevent new recognitions, while great pressure was exerted on some 30 countries to recognize Kosovo just before the anniversary of its unilaterally proclaimed independence. Serbia successfully dealt with the pressure. As far as I know, only the Maldives recognized it," Jeremic said, adding that the pressure is continuing, especially on the part of the U.S.   


He underlined that Serbia's priority will remain to achieve full cooperation with the Hague, through individualization of guilt for the crimes committed.  

OFFICIAL: MLADIC TO BE ARRESTED BY END OF 2009

 BELGRADE, Feb. 27 (Beta) - The President of the National Council for Cooperation with the Hague Rasim Ljajic on Feb. 28 said that he believed that the remaining two indictees will be arrested by the end of 2009, despite the fact that the international community is not showing any understanding for Serbia, and despite increased antiTribunal sentiment in Serbia.  


"It is our obligation and it is in our interest to complete the cooperation," Ljajic said, adding that his optimism regarding the fulfilling of obligations by end2009 is based on better information about the movements of the Hague fugitives, and on much better cooperation, communication and coordination between civil and military security services, as well as the determination to "put an ending to the story."   


Serbia is daily losing at least EUR30,000, which is the cost of the search for Ratko Mladic and Goran Hadzic, Ljajic told the press in Novi Beograd, where he was visiting a facility for the mentally handicapped.   


To the question on how the verdict to former political, military and police top politicians for crimes in Kosovo will reflect on the International Court of Justice's decision on the legality of the proclamation of Kosovo's independence, Ljajic said that the verdict is not lawful, and that it cannot be crucial for determining the entire truth about events in Kosovo.   


"I am convinced that the verdict will not have an impact on the International Court of Justice's decision," Ljajic underlined.   


On Feb. 26, the Hague tribunal convicted former Yugoslav Deputy Prime Minister Nikola Sainovic, former Yugoslav Army Third Army Commander Nebojsa Pavkovic, and Serbian Police Chief of Staff in Kosovo Sreten Lukic to 22 years in prison, and Generals Dragoljub Ojdanic and Vladimir Lazarevic to 15 years in prison, whereas former Serbian President Milan Milutinovic was acquitted.   


"There is no rational explanation that the Serbian public could accept, especially when the verdicts are compared to that of Ramush Haradinaj, and there is no one in Serbia who can be persuaded that the Hague tribunal is more a legal than a political institution," Ljajic said.  

HOMEN SAYS ICTY RULING NOT TO AFFECT KOSOVO LEGALITY RULING

BELGRADE, Feb. 27 (Beta) - Ministry of Justice Secretary of State Slobodan Homen said on Feb. 27 that the sentencing of five former Serbian and FR Yugoslav officials at the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia should not affect the International Court of Justice's ruling on Kosovo.  


In response to a motion filed by Serbia, the latter court was asked by the U.N. to give its opinion on the legality of Kosovo's selfproclaimed independence.   


Homen told reporters after a conference of prosecutors and deputy prosecutors in Belgrade that he believed that the ICTY's sentencing of five former Serbian and federal officials would not have an effect on the ruling, because this was a question of individual responsibility, while the second issue was an issue that did not concern the ICTY.   


"I am convinced that Serbia is absolutely right and that these things cannot be brought into connection and, if this is a question of justice and legality, I think that a decision at the International Court of Justice must play in Serbia's favor," Homen said.   


The ICTY acquitted former Serbian president Milan Milutinovic of war crimes against Albanians in Kosovo in 1999, while five other former military and police officials were sentenced to between 15 and 22 years in prison for their part in what the prosecution dubbed a joint criminal enterprise.  

serbia – economy

DINKIC: INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION DROP IS NOT DRAMATIC

PLATICEVO, Feb 27 (Tanjug) - Serbian Economy Minister Mladjan Dinkic said Friday, after the publication of statistical data that industrial production in Serbia dropped by 17.1% in January, that this was not dramatic and that the January production is always the lowest of the year in view of many days of holidays in that month. 
Dinkic recalled that the January gas crisis, which affected the production drop, should not be forgotten, because it caused a number of companies to stop working. We will know whether Serbia has entered a recession only after the end of the first quarter, when the data about the rise of the gross domestic product (GDP) will be revealed, Dinkic said, adding that statistical data should never be regarded for periods shorter than one quarter of the year.
SERBIA, TUNISIA LOOK TO IMPROVE TRADE

BELGRADE, Feb. 27 (Beta) - Politicians and businesspeople from Serbia and Tunisia stated on Feb. 27 in the Serbian Chamber of Commerce that economic cooperation and trade must be increased between the two countries.  


Tunisian Secretary for Foreign Trade Sokri Mamogli said on Feb. 27 at a business forum that trade between Serbia and Tunisia is not developed enough and that it is not on the same par as the political relations between the two countries.   


"Experience has shown that cooperation needs to begin with trade, which helps people get to know each other, after which investments ensue," he said.   


Mamogli said that Tunisia has a free trade agreement with the European Union and all Arab countries, adding that exports from Tunisia last year reached USD22 million.   


He told journalists that currently, there are no talks of a free trade agreement with Serbia, but that Tunisia is working on improving trade.  


Tunisia has about 10 million residents and a gross domestic product of about USD40 million per year, which is roughly USD4,000 per resident, Mamogli said.   


Serbia imported products worth USD6.6 million from Tunisia last year and exported USD4.2 million, according to the Serbian Chamber of Commerce.  

TALKS ON FREE TRADE WITH TURKEY, UKRAINE, IRAN 

BELGRADE, Feb 27 (Tanjug) - State Secretary of the Ministry of Economy and Regional development Vesna Arsic on Friday stated that a second round of talks on free trade agreement between Serbia and Turkey are under way and that talks with Iran and Ukraine are started to begin this year. She recalled that an extended agreement on free trade is expected to be signed with the Russian Federation in March. 
According to Arsic, lists of commodities that will be on a liberal regime and lists of commodities that will have a certain degree of protection are being defined in the talks with Turkey. "Our stand is to get from the Turkish side what we have got from the European Union, which is a duty free access of our industrial products to the Turkish market and to abolish duties on Turkish products gradually over a period of six months," Arsic said at the Serbian Chamber of Commerce. According to her, in regards to agricultural products, quotas for duty free entrance for both countries are being established. Arsic underscored that during the recent visit by a Serbian delegation to Iran, it was agreed to start negotiations on free trade with Iran in April, while the beginning of talks with Ukraine is expected in the second half of this year, after the Ukraine elections.
FIAT: STRATEGIC APPROACH TO SERBIA WILL NOT CHANGE 

TORINO, Feb 27 (Tanjug) - Fiat spokesman Gualberto Ranieri told in Torino that the strategic approach by Italy's car producer to Serbia had not changed, underscoring that production of Fiat Punto will start in Kragujevac in March, as planned. 
Commenting on speculations that Fiat is changing conditions of its strategic contract with Serbia, Ranieri said that it was about time ungrounded speculations had stopped, because Fiat respects buyers and all of its partners in Serbia too much to allow their involvement in a naïve game. Announcing the beginning of production of Punto in March, Ranieri pointed out that this is a very important fact taking into account the negative economic scenario Europe is being faced with at the moment. Zastava Auto Director Zoran Bogdanovic told Tanjug earlier today that Fiat had already started deliveries of parts for the assembly line of Punto 18.8, which, according to the strategic agreement between the state of Serbia and Fiat, will start to be assembled in the Zastava plant in late March.
INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION DROPS IN JANUARY 2009

BELGRADE, Feb. 27 (Beta) - Industrial production in Serbia in January 2009 was 17.1 percent less than in the same month last year, and 25 percent less than the monthly average for 2008, the State Statistics Bureau stated on Feb. 27.  


The refining industry produced 24.5 percent less products than in January 2008, 7.7 percent less ore and rocks were dug up, while the production and distribution of electrical energy, gas and water was greater by 0.3 percent.   


In January, production fell off in 22 sectors which make up 74 percent of Serbia's total industrial production, while the remaining seven sectors showed increases.   


The biggest effect on the decrease in industrial production was seen in basic metals, followed by food products, chemicals and chemical products, nonmetal mineral products, motor vehicles and trailers.   


When the seasonal factor is omitted from the results of industrial production, the decrease in relation to last year's average was 13.2 percent, and in relation to December of last year, 4.4 percent.   


The production of small companies which employ less than 50 workers is not included in the regular statistical research, but is followed by way of a sample group.   


If that group is included in the total industrial production in Serbia, it can be said that it has decreased by 22.4 percent in relation to last year's average, while there was a fall in production of the refining industry by 35 percent. 
kosovo  AND metohija

SEJDIU SAYS DOES NOT ACCEPT TALKS ON KOSOVO'S STATUS

PRISTINA, Feb. 27 (Beta) - Pristina will not accept any talks that question the territorial integrity of Kosovo or represent a return to status talks, but it is ready to discuss all subjects of mutual interest with Serbia, Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu said on Feb. 28.  


Sejdiu, who is visiting Washington together with Kosovo Premier Hashim Thaci, told the Serbian language edition of the Voice of America that it was very important that the U.S. assume a strong role in efforts for Kosovo to receive broader international recognition.   


"I hope that Serbia will refrain from attempts to block new recognitions of Kosovo, as, ultimately, it is in the interest of both states to have good relations," Sejdiu said, adding that he hoped that Russia, a supporter of Serbia, will show "a more rational approach."   


The Kosovo president stressed that Kosovo had been acknowledged by 55 states so far and that he hoped that the process would continue.   
"There are countries that are in the final stage of preparations to recognize Kosovo. I also want to say that they are taking all circumstances in account Kosovo has proven to be a stable state, a country that accepts and nurtures democratic values, wants peace, stability and good relations with its neighbors, even though it is not seeing a rational approach on Serbia's part in this," Sejdiu told the Voice of America.   He added that he particularly valued Montenegro's and Macedonia's recognition of Kosovo.   Kosovo, said Sejdiu, had been Southeast Europe's last unresolved issue, for which, he explained, Belgrade "could not summon the strength to free itself of the policy and heated rhetoric that were present in the Milosevic era."  

LT. GEN. GAY: NUMBER OF NATO SOLDIERS COULD BE REDUCED 

WASHINGTON, Feb 28 (Tanjug) - Commander the NATO-led force in Kosovo Lt. Gen. Giuseppe Emilio Gay said on Friday that the Alliance is considering the possibility to reduce the number of its peacekeeping forces in that region. 
 In the military sense, we do not need 15,000 men in Kosovo, Gen Gay said, but did not go into any details or say how many soldiers would remain there.  He only said that he expected the change would take place at the end of this, or at the beginning of next year, at the latest.
LAMFALUSSY: EULEX IS TRYING TO FIND SOLUTION TO SEAL ISSUE  

PRISTINA, Feb 27 (Tanjug) - EULEX spokesman Christophe Lamfalussy said that the body was trying to resolve the issue of the seal which the judges and the prosecutors of that mission would use in Kosovo in the future. Asked whether ELEX was still status neutral if their representatives put the stamp of the ''Republic of Kosovo" on the judicial documents they signed, Lamfalussy told the Mitrovica-based Kontakt Plus Radio that that represented a problem for them. This is a problem for us, because, as you know, the officials in the Serb part of Mitrovica do not feel happy about this, and we are trying to find a solution to that issue and hope that the matter will be resolved, he said.  We are trying to take a pragmatic approach, and we know that this has caused concern in the Serb part of Mitrovca, and we are trying to find a solution, spokesperson underlined. He added that the EULEX Mission in Kosovo wanted to resolve the matter in a technical manner which would make it possible for everyone to go forward and to feel content with the functioning of the judicial system.
331 SERB COMPANIES SOLD IN KOSOVO 

BELGRADE, March 1 (Tanjug) - A total of 313 Serb companies were sold in Kosovo and Metohija last year, which brought the revenue of approximately 350 million euros, and most of this money has been deposited in the banks abroad, the Belgrade daily Politika reported on Sunday.  As of October 2008, an additional 18 companies have been sold for 10.5 million euros, the daily said.  

According to Politika, the land registers and other documents of the Republic of Serbia and the former Yugoslavia show that 58.79 percent of the territory is in Serb ownership, and that 43 percent of these assets are owned by the state, the public and the Serbian Orthodox Church (SPC), while the remaining 15 percent are in private hands.  According to a decree issued in 1999, UNMIK has authorized itself to manage the state and publicly owned assets, and on the basis of the body's pillar structure, the fourth pillar of UNMIK - the EU pillar realized the process of the companies' privatisation via the Kosovo Trust Agency (KPA), which UNMIK founded in 2002.

