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SERBIA - EU
JEREMIC: KOSOVO AND EU TO STILL BE PRIORITIES NEXT YEAR

BELGRADE, Sept. 11 (Beta) - Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic said on Dec. 11 in Belgrade that the issues of Kosovo and European integration will remain as priorities next year.  


Jeremic said before the parliamentary Council for Foreign Affairs that 2008 was a particularly difficult year as far as foreign policy was concerned and the most complex year of Serbia's transition.   


The minister, who apologized for not having spoken sooner as the Council had asked long ago, said that during 2008 Serbia had experienced an attempt at secession by the authorities in Pristina and that is why Kosovo is an absolute political priority for the country.   


Jeremic said the Serbian government had decided to transfer the issue of Kosovo to the international legal sphere and that it had asked for the legal opinion of the International Court of Justice because lawsuits against countries that have recognized Kosovo would threaten Serbia's European integration.   
In the event of lawsuits, Jeremic said, Serbia would have, in addition to full cooperation with the Hague tribunal, another condition for European Union membership, the withdrawal of those lawsuits. "The withdrawal of the lawsuits would mean giving up on the defense of Kosovo," he said.   


Emphasizing that the process of EU membership remains a government priority, Jeremic said that the continued European path of Serbia depends on development of the situation within the Union itself, and that this is currently the "specific problem" of the arrest of Ratko Mladic.   
Jeremic said that only one country in the EU thinks that the cooperation with the Hague is incomplete, but, according to the minister, that is "something which is currently being done." "There is an absolute political will within the government that the cooperation be completed," he added.   


The abolition of visas for Serbian citizens will be a priority next year, with Jeremic hoping that they will be abolished by next New Year.   


Speaking about relations with neighboring countries, Jeremic said that they are the best they possibly can be given the facts that they had recognized Kosovo's independence and that Croatia is suing Serbia for genocide before the International Court of Justice.   Jeremic said of the announcement that Belgrade would file a countersuit against Croatia at the International Court of Justice and that this had been decided only after the political possibility of Zagreb withdrawing its lawsuit against Serbia had disappeared. 

JEREMIC: SERBIA WAS AGAINST UN RESOLUTION ON IRAN

BELGRADE, Dec 11 (Tanjug) - Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic on Thursday confirmed that Serbia had recently voted at the United Nations General Assembly against the resolution condemning violation of human rights in Iran. 

Addressing the members of the Serbian parliament Foreign Affairs Committee and replying to a question by LDP parliament member Vesna Pesic, Jeremic said that protection of human rights is one of the most important priorities for Serbia, adding that our country has to assess its diplomatic priorities. 

"Iran is today one of the most important supporters of Serbia in the Islamic Conference, and thanks to them a vast majority of states that participate in the Conference did not recognize independence of Kosovo," underscored Jeremic. According to the vote at the UN General Assembly on November 21, 70 countries backed the resolution, 51 states were against, while 60 states abstained from vote.
SOLANA: SERBIA CLOSE TO FULFILLING ALL CONDITIONS 

BRUSSELS, Dec 12 (Tanjug) - European Union (EU) High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy Javier Solana has said in a report on the European security strategy, that he presented to the European Union (EU) summit in Brussels on Thursday, that Serbia is close to fulfilling all the conditions for deeper relations with the EU.

 In the document, Solana said the enlargement of the EU remains a strong moving force in securing stability, peace and reforms.
REHN: SERBIA CAN STILL GET CANDIDATE STATUS BY END OF 2009 

BRUSSELS, Dec 12 (Tanjug) - Enlargement Commissioner Olli Rehn said on Thursday that, according to the best possible scenario, Serbia could still be awarded candidate status by the end of 2009, noting, however, that this was becoming more and more difficult every day.  

At a joint news conference with Croatian Prime Minister Ivo Sanader, Rehn assessed in Brussels that Serbia had left its nationalist past behind, that it had turned in the direction of its European future and found a very ambitious reform agenda.  Serbia has also substantially improved its cooperation with the Hague Tribunal, thus making room for itself to head forward in the process of integration, Rehn said.

 He underlined that for the next step, that is the unfreezing of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) with Serbia, it was necessary that all the 27 member countries of the EU reached consensus, which had still not happened due to Holland's opposition.
VERHAGEN: SERBIA NOT COOPERATING FULLY WITH ICTY

BRUSSELS, Dec 12 (Tanjug) - Dutch Foreign Minister Maxim Verhagen said in Brussels on Thursday evening, speaking on the fringes of a European Union (EU) summit, that Serbia still has not realized full cooperation with the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) in The Hague, and that it would demonstrate this best by arresting ICTY indictee Ratko Mladic.

 ICTY Chief Prosecutor Serge Brammertz will report to the United Nations (UN) Security Council. It is clear that there is progress in Serbia's cooperation with that court, but, in the opinion of The Netherlands, there is no full cooperation, the minister said. For The Netherlands, he said, Serbia's full cooperation with the ICTY is the key to that country's further steps in its integrations with Europe, Verhagen said. Asked whether The Netherlands is standing in opposition to the other EU members on this issue, Minister Verhagen replied that the EU carried a united decision at the time the Stabilization and Association Agreement (SAA) with Serbia was signed, that Serbia must realize full cooperation with the ICTY.
BRAMMERTZ AT U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL ON SERBIA'S COOPERATION

Brussels, Sept. 11 (Beta) - Hague tribunal Chief Prosecutor Serge Brammertz on Dec. 12 will present his regular semiannual work report, in which he will also assess the level of Serbia's cooperation with the prosecution at the Hague tribunal, to the U.N. Security Council.  


Full cooperation with the tribunal was set as a condition by the European Union on the initiative of the Netherlands for the implementation of the Stabilization and Association Agreement.   


Since taking up the position at the beginning of the year, Brammertz, just like his predecessor Carla del Ponte, has understood full cooperation to mean the arrest of every indictee who is still on the run.   


While submitting his last report to the U.N. Security Council, at the beginning of June, Brammertz said that the Serbian authorities "could do more" to arrest the four war crimes fugitives who "are within their reach."   


Since then, Belgrade officials have arrested and transferred to the Hague two fugitives Stojan Zupljanin and Radovan Karadzic which Brammertz repeatedly welcomed, saying that the arrest of the former Republika Srpska president was a "great achievement" and "turning point" in Serbia's cooperation.   


The prosecutor, however, at the same time pointed to the necessity that the remaining two fugitives, Ratko Mladic and Goran Hadzic, be arrested, who he said were "within reach of the Serbian authorities" in his June speech to the U.N. Security Council.   


In the new written report to the U.N. Security Council, submitted at the end of November, Brammertz has, according to unofficial sources, stuck to these evaluations.  

BALKENEDE: TOO EARLY TO TALK ABOUT BRAMMERTZ'S REPORT

BRUSSELS, Dec 12 (Tanjug) - Dutch Prime Minister Jan Peter Balkenende said in Brussels on Thursday that it was too early to talk about the report by ICTY Chief Prosecutor Serge Brammertz, since the document was yet to be presented to the UN Security Council in New York.

 Asked whether it could be expected that Holland would change its position on the unfreezing of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) with Serbia, Balkenende answered that the stand of the Netherlands had always been in favour of EU expansion, but only if just and strict criteria were observed. 

 The cooperation with The Hague Tribunal is of crucial importance, he underlined. When asked if it was possible that Brammertz's report changed the stand of Holland, Balkenende said that we should wait and see what would happen.
SERBIA

 TADIC RECEIVES LETTERS OF ACCREDITATION FROM NEW AMBASSADORS

BELGRADE, Sept. 11 (Beta) - On Dec. 11, Serbian President Boris Tadic received letters of accreditation from new ambassadors to Serbia from Canada, South Korea, Portugal and the Dominican Republic, the president's press service announced on Dec. 11.  


"Boris Tadic today received letters of accreditation from the newly appointed Ambassador of Canada John Morrison, the Ambassador of the Republic of Korea Kim Jonghae, the Ambassador of the Republic of Portugal Luis de Almeida Sampaio and the Ambassador of the Dominican Republic Ramon A. Quinones Rodriguez," the press release read.   


Tadic welcomed the new emissaries and wished them success in their work, voicing the belief that overall relations between Serbia and their respective countries would take on a new quality during their mandates, becoming better in the interests of the peoples and states.  

SERBIAN INTERIOR MINISTRY DELEGATION ON ZAGREB VISIT

BELGRADE, ZAGREB, Sept. 11 (Beta) - A delegation from the Serbian Interior Ministry, led by Serbian Interior Minister Ivica Dacic, traveled on Dec. 11 to Zagreb for a two-day visit.  


The Croatian Interior Ministry said that the visit is the continuation of very intense cooperation between interior ministries of countries in the region and that Serbian Interior Minister Ivica Dacic and his Croatian counterpart, Tomislav Karamarko, had already met several times.   


During the visit, Karamarko and Dacic will sign a joint memorandum on understanding, which emphasizes the importance of developing even stronger relations between the two ministries, and in particular the importance of strengthening police cooperation with the aim of preventing all forms of organized crime more effectively, states a Croatian Interior Ministry statement.   


According to the statement, the ministers will speak about current and future cooperation in combating organized crime in the region at a joint press conference on Dec. 12. 

LJAJIC: OPERATION AIMED AT ARREST OF SUSPECTED HELPER

BELGRADE/ARANDJELOVAC, Dec 12 (Tanjug) - The police operation that has been launched in Arandjelovac is aimed at the arrest of a man who is suspected of being part of the network of helpers of ICTY indictee Ratko Mladic, President of the National Council for Cooperation with The Hague Tribunal Rasim Ljajic said on Friday. 

He told journalists at the New Palace building that our country now possessed more data about ICTY fugitives than had been the case so far, as well as that the operation would shed additional light on the issue.  Ljajic denied the possibility that the police operation in Arandjelovac had anything to do with the report on the degree of Serbia's cooperation with the Hague Tribunal, which ICTY Chief Prosecutor Serge Brammertz was due to present to the UN Security Council later in the day.  Anti-terrorist units of the Serbian Interior Ministry blocked early on Friday, around 10 a.m., the house of pensioner Ljubinko Zlatic in Kosovska Street 21, near Arandjelovac. 
SPASOJEVIC: SLOVAKIA SUPPORTS SERBIA'S POLICY ON KOSOVO 

BRATISLAVA, Dec 11 (Tanjug) - Secretary of State Dusan Spasojevic with the Serbian Ministry of Defense said on Thursday that he was given strong support for Serbia's policy on Kosovo and Metohija and its integrations with Europe during talks with Slovak officials.

 "It is of particular importance that we were given full support by the Slovak side for the policy that we are practicing regarding Kosovo and Metohija. Slovakia supports the defense of our territorial integrity and sovereignty with all legal, diplomatic and political means," Spasojevic said. In a telephone statement for Tanjug, Spasojevic said that "Serbia received strong support in the process of its integrations with Europe and recognition that it is a reliable partner and a factor of stability in the region of the western Balkans." 

The Slovak side expressed unequivocal opposition to any conditions being set in connection with the situation in Kosovo and Metohija along Serbia's pathway toward Europe, Spasojevic said. It was agreed with Slovak officials that "we should practically double our military-military cooperation" in the year 2009, Spasojevic told Tanjug.
PAJTIC AND EGERESI RECEIVE FRENCH PARLIAMENTARIANS

NOVI SAD, Dec 11 (Tanjug) - Vojvodina Executive Council President Bojan Pajtic on Thursday informed a delegation of the French Parliament that adoption of a new Statute of Vojvodina and a law on Vojvodina's competencies is in progress, and that they will be harmonized with the Constitution of the Republic of Serbia but will specify the status and competencies, the Province Secretariat for Information stated. 

During a meeting with the delegation, headed by Chairman of the France-Serbia Friendship Group Jean-Pierre Duffau, Pajtic underscored that under the Constitution of Serbia Vojvodina will have new competencies, which refer to possibilities of setting up new province institutions and restitution of the province's property.

 It was underlined that the cooperation between France's regions and Vojvodina are good, primarily in the area of economy, which is confirmed by investments made by French companies in Vojvodina's economy, and that there is a need to further promote the cooperation. President of the Vojvodina Assembly Sandor Egeresi also received the French parliamentarians.
AUSTRIAN AMBASSADOR VISITS NOVI PAZAR

NOVI PAZAR, Dec 11 (Tanjug) - Austrian Ambassador to Belgrade Clemens Koja conferred Thursday in Novi Pazar with representatives of local authorities, opposition, religious communities and NGO's He opened at the Novi Pazar University a multi-media classroom worth 30,000 euros donated by the Austrian government, which will provide video links with nearly all universities in Serbia and many in the world. 

The opposition Bosniak List for European Sandzak headed by Sulejman Ugljanin said it briefed Koja on problems in the work of local authorities and on the harmful influence of the Serbian Radical Party on town management. The Austrian delegation conferred with Serbian Islamic Community Chief Mufti Muamer Zukorlic on the situation of religious, ethnic and political rights in Sandzak and on internationalization of Muslim religious freedoms in Serbia.

RECEPTION HELD FOR BIRTH OF JAPANESE EMPEROR

BELGRADE, Sept. 11 (Beta) - In Belgrade City Hall on Dec. 11 a reception was held for the Japanese ambassador to commemorate the birth of Japan's 125th emperor, Akihito.  


The gathering's host, Japanese Ambassador to Serbia Tadashi Nagai, said briefly at the beginning of the reception that he hoped the good and friendly relations between Japan and Serbia would continue.   


Nagai said that the day on which Japan's emperor was born is a national holiday in Japan. He added that the emperor was born on Dec. 23, but that the reception was organized earlier due to the upcoming holidays.   


Representatives from the diplomatic corps in Belgrade and from political and public life attended the reception, including Dragoljub Micunovic, Nebojsa Bradic and Aleksandar Vucic.   


Akihito, born on Dec. 23, 1933, is the 125th emperor of Japan. He became emperor on Nov. 12, 1990. Since ascending to the throne, he has tried to bring the imperial family and the people of Japan closer.   


Despite the emperor's authority being limited by the Constitution, since ascending to the throne, Akihito has made several public apologies to other Asian countries for Japanese occupations before and during the Second World War.  

SERBIA – FINANCE

JELASIC ON MEMORANDUM ON GOVERNMENT-NBS COOPERATION

BELGRADE, Dec 11 (Tanjug) - National Bank of Serbia (NBS) Governor Radovan Jelasic confirmed on Thursday that one of the topics of today's session of the government should be a memorandum on cooperation between that body and the central bank, which will define their mutual responsibilities in respect to the measures for the preservation of the country's macroeconomic stability in the following period.  Jelasic, however, did not say whether the memorandum would be signed today as well. 

One of the conditions for signing an arrangement with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) is that the Serbian government, NBS and the Deposit Insurance Agency sign a memorandum which will define in detail their jurisdictions in the field of economy, finances and macroeconomic stability, Jelasic told journalists. Asked whether the state had raised its bank deposit guarantee from 3,000 to 50,000 euros per each savings account, Jelasic answered that the bill which defined that issue was already in parliamentary procedure and that once adopted, it would immediately come into force. 
JELASIC: THERE WILL BE NO HYPERINFLATION

JAGODINA, Dec 12 (Tanjug) - National Bank of Serbia (NBS) Governor Radovan Jelasic has said in the central town of Jagodina that there will be no hyperinflation in Serbia, but that it will be more difficult in 2009 because "more than necessary was spent constantly over the past years." 

"In order to have hyperinflation, someone must print money, and we are neither printing it, nor do we intend to do so," Jelasic said, taking part in a broadcast by Jagodina-based TV Palma Plus late yesterday evening. Serbia's foreign currency reserves are safe, deposited abroad in accounts in first-rate banks or as first-rate securities, and they are always there when needed, Jelasic said.

 Everything Serbia does in that respect is monitored by the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the parliament, and the government, he said. Speaking about the rate of exchange against the euro, Jelasic said the measures of the NBS and the government, the inflow of money from citizens living abroad, but also the numerous financial developments outside the country, are influencing the growth of the euro.

SERBIA'S FOREIGN DEBT INCREASES BY 15 PERCENT IN 2008.

 BELGRADE, Sept. 11 (Beta) - At the end of September 2008, Serbia's foreign debt amounted to EUR20.53 billion, 15.4 percent more than at the end of 2007, the National Bank of Serbia announced on Dec. 11.  


Public sector debt increased by 2.47 percent and private sector debt by 22.21 percent. Banks' foreign debt was reduced, while private companies are the most indebted, with 40 percent higher debt.   


Public sector foreign debt amounted to EUR6.28 billion, which is EUR43.86 million more than at the end of 2007, and it participated in Serbia's total foreign debt with 30.6 percent, 3.86 points less than at the end of 2007.   


Private sector debt on Sept. 30 amounted to EUR14.25 billion, which is 22.21 percent more than at the end of 2007, it was stated.   


Private company debt made up around 50 percent of total foreign debt. In the first nine months of 2008, Serbian private companies had a EUR2.5 billion debt, so the debt rose to EUR10.77 billion.   


Banking sector debt decreased by 12.36 percent to EUR3.47 billion, which makes up 16.92 percent of the total debt.   


In the first nine months of 2008, Serbia's debt amounted to EUR3.85 billion, of which were paid off EUR1.52 billion of the principal and EUR467.29 million in interest.  

SERBIA – RUSSIA – ENERGY AGREEMENT

GOVERNMENT REMOVES DINKIC FROM NEGOTIATING TEAM

BELGRADE, Dec 11 (Tanjug) - The Serbian government on Thursday decided to continue negotiations with the Russian Federation with the aim of finalising the gas arrangement and removed from the negotiating team at their own request Serbian Economy Minister Mladjan Dinkic and another three team members. 

A government statement said that State Secretary Nebojsa Ciric, Executive Director of the Privatisation Agency Branislav Zec and Milenko Ristivojevic of the Economy Ministry had been removed from the team. The information about the negotiations on the realisation of the Serbian-Russian oil and gas arrangement had been reviewed at the session.
RUSSIANS DO NO ACCEPT UMBRELLA CONTRACT

BELGRADE, Sept. 11 (Beta) - The Russian negotiators do not accept the signing of an umbrella contract on the energy agreement between Serbia and Russia, it was stated in the Serbian negotiating team's report discussed by the government on Dec. 11.  


Such a stand was explained by the Russian negotiators by the fact that the energy agreement, signed in Moscow on Jan. 25, 2008, is sufficient guarantee that everything stated in the document will be realized.   


Apart from the sale of 51 percent of the capital of the Serbian Oil Industry to Russian Gazprom for EUR400 million, the energy agreement envisages the construction of an underground gas repository, Banatski Dvor, and the South Stream gas pipeline.   


The Russians are asking to sign only the contract on the sale of the Serbian Oil Industry by the end of 2008, and the Serbian team report, which BETA has gained access to, stated that they do not accept the "mutual connecting" of the three projects envisaged in the energy agreement.   


The report says that the Russians do not want to offer guarantees for the fulfillment of the obligations from the contract on the company sale, at the same time insisting that the contract should not be subject to the Law on Privatization regulations that relate to contract breaking.   


The Russian side is demanding that the company have a full monopoly on the import and refining of oil and oil derivatives in Serbia, with the possibility of importing only fuel which complies with the Euro 5 standard.   


The Serbian negotiators pointed out that Gazprom is also demanding that potential ecological damage caused by the Serbian Oil Industry should be compensated from the Serbian budget, and the Serbian experts proposed that the budget should cover a maximum of five percent of the company sale value.   


The Russians do not intend to begin investing in the company before 2011, and they ask that the deadline for modernization investments be extended until 2014.   


The Russian side proposes that Gazprom finance the investments by indebting the company through commercial credits, which will be provided by 2012. The EUR500 million credit for investments would be paid off within ten years, with a grace period until 2013.   


According to the Russian negotiators' proposal, the Serbian Oil Industry would pay out dividends in the minimum amount of ten percent of the realized profit, but only when the grace period expires.   


The Russian side also demands to independently appoint a director and chairman of the company's board of directors, as well as the board itself, while Serbia should appoint only the company assembly president.   


The Serbian negotiating team report on the previous course of the negotiations on the realization of the energy agreement was submitted on Dec. 11 to the Serbian Parliament, and it will also be given to the MPs.  

DINKIC SAYS HE LEFT TALKS OVER LACK OF SUPPORT

BELGRADE, Sept. 11 (Beta) - Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Mladjan Dinkic said in a letter to the public on Dec. 11 that he and his team had left the working group for talks on the sale of the Serbian Oil Industry because he did not have the support of his country for doing what was best for Serbia.  


My every insistence on protecting Serbian interests has been received poorly in Serbia. Instead of support, I got a dirty campaign in the media, Dinkic said in his letter, received by BETA.   


"The more I insisted on defending the interests of Serbia, the stronger the media lynching became," the letter read, going on to state that "more and more negative and untrue texts" came out about him and his associates.   


"All these attacks and the withholding of domestic support did not discourage me. On the contrary, they were a stronger motive for me to fight even more for Serbia's interests," Dinkic added.   


"The biggest paradox is that the Russian side is not adhering to the energy deal, but is trying, with cordial help from a part of our public, to blame Serbia for that."   


Dinkic reminded that the Serbian government had on Dec. 11 rejected the proposal, established earlier by the negotiating team, to insist on the simultaneous signing of all three binding contracts (for the Serbian Oil Industry, the South Stream gas pipeline and the Banatski Dvor gas repository) in the further course of negotiations with the Russians.   


The government also rejected a proposal from the Serbian Ministry of Economy to insist, if only the Serbian Oil Industry deal is signed, on signing over 25 percent of the company to Gazprom immediately, but on waiting with the transfer of the remaining 26 percent until a binding contract on the construction of the pipeline is signed, in two years.   


In the opinion of my team, only in that case would Serbia ensure a unified package which results from the energy deal, Dinkic wrote.   


"Serbia does not have solid legal and financial guarantees that it will get a major gas pipeline," Dinkic wrote in the conclusion of his letter, adding that "the responsibility for economic consequences of the new negotiating platform will have to be assumed by someone else."  

DACIC: ENERGY AGREEMENT NOT JEOPARDIZING RELATIONS IN GOVT

BELGRADE, Sept. 11 (Beta) - Serbian Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Ivica Dacic said on Dec. 11 that the energy agreement with Russia is unable to jeopardize relations within the Serbian government and that nobody is thinking of reshuffling the cabinet.  


"Everything was known when we entered into coalition and I don't see any additional political differences. I think that the political happenings in Serbia are normal and that the energy agreement with the Russians is unable to jeopardize them," Dacic said in a guest appearance on B92 Radio.   


The deputy prime minister said that many are issuing facile statements that because "of this or that" the government will collapse, adding that he is not at all opposed if somebody wants new elections.   


He recalled that the Socialist Party of Serbia, of which he is president, did not participate in the signing of the agreement with Russia.   


"The relationship with Russia at the moment is not only economic, but also political, and the strategic interest of both countries is to develop mutually beneficial relations. What remains is for Serbia to define in which way it will ensure that all three agreements are signed.   


Dacic emphasized that when the agreement was being signed, the possibility of the gas pipeline not passing through Serbia did not cross his mind, but that it is a consequence of the economic crisis.   
Dacic also added that he is an advocate of the idea of parliamentary party presidents meeting regularly in the aim of parliament working more effectively, and said that he is confident that it would adopt the regulation on extending the validity of old passports until the end of next year. 
KOSOVO AND METOHIJA – REACTIONS
ZANNIER SAYS THINGS WILL BE EASIER FOR EULEX

BELGRADE, Dec 12 (Tanjug) - UNMIK Chief Lamberto Zannier has said that UNMIK will continue to be present in Kosovo where it will perform an important political role. We are also expected to present three-month reports on the situation on the terrain, and this will be even more important because of the fact that the international community is still deeply divided over Kosovo status and the fact that (UN SC) Resolution 1244 is still in force, Zannier said.

 We also know that EULEX will be deployed here under UN umbrella, so that UNMIK will continue to have a strong presence and it will ensure a frame for the implementation of Resolution 1244 for all that will be in charge here, Zannier said in an interview for the Belgrade daily Vecernje Novosti published on Friday. As for the negotiations on the six-point plan by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, Zannier said that they were now moving onto the next stage of realizing all the issues that had been agreed upon at the Security Council. 

Asked to comment on the basic difference between the mandate of UNMIK and that of EULEX, Zannier said that EULEX had a mandate which had been defined in Brussels, but that at the same time, the mission would operate on the basis of Resolution 1244, which meant that it had a certain degree of responsibility toward the Security Council.  EULEX will be more encouraged in respect of ensuring stability in the Balkans, long-term sustainability and development of the region, since this is in the interest of Europe, UNMIK Chief Lamberto Zannier said in the interview. 
