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SERBIA

TADIC: SERBIA SUPPORTS BOSNIA'S TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY

BELGRADE, Dec. 10 (Beta) - Serbian President Boris Tadic on Dec. 10 told High Representative to Bosnia and Herzegovina Miroslav Lajcak that Serbia, as a guarantor of the Dayton Accords, unequivocally supported the territorial integrity of its neighbor, Tadic's cabinet announced.  


Tadic reiterated that the Dayton Accords could only be modified with the consensus of all three Bosnian peoples and said Serbia welcomed the agreement in principle between their representatives on constitutional changes.   


According to Tadic, Serbia also supports Bosnia's European integration.   


The president of Serbia pointed out that his country did not interfere with internal political goingson in Bosnia and did not "lecture" Bosnian leaders.   


In that context, Tadic feels that statements by his Croatian counterpart Stjepan Mesic, who criticized Republika Srpska Premier Milorad Dodik on several occasions, are inappropriate.   


"No one in the Balkans has either the political nor the moral right to lecture other leaders; instead it is important for us to emulate the countries of Central Europe, which, despite historical conflict and disagreement, became members of the European Union by supporting one another," Tadic concluded.  

LAJCAK SAYS SERBIA HAS SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY IN REGION

 BELGRADE, Dec. 10 (Beta) -  High Representative in Bosnia Herzegovina Miroslav Lajcak, who arrived on a oneday visit to Belgrade on Dec. 10, said that Serbia, as a signatory of the Dayton Peace Accords, had a special role and responsibility in the aims of the countries of the region to join the EU and NATO.  


"Today, we are 13 years after Dayton. Bosnia Herzegovina has signed the Stabilization and Association Agreement (SAA), has clear European ambitions and it is very important that we have a good regional atmosphere in those ambitions. As a signatory of the Dayton Peace Accords, Serbia has a special role and special responsibility toward Bosnia Herzegovina," Lajcak said in an interview with BETA.   


Lajcak underscored the importance of a good regional atmosphere, normal communication and particularly cooperation in the joint ambitions of the region's countries to integrate with the EU and NATO.  


"Serbia can play an important and, I hope, a constructive part there," Lajcak said.   


Speaking about the results achieved in Bosnia Herzegovina this year, Lajcak highlighted that one of the key successes was the signing of the SAA with the EU, adding that, "unfortunately, that has not led to a change in the overall atmosphere in the country."   


"We still have irresponsible behavior and irresponsible promises. On the one hand, some toying with the possibility of the secession of Republika Srpska, and on the other hand, some promise of annulling Republika Srpska as an entity of Bosnia Herzegovina," he recalled.   


As far as good and positive results in 2008 are concerned, Lajcak emphasized an agreement between the leaders of the biggest parties of the three constitutive peoples on the constitutional reforms necessary for the country's further European integration.  

BISKUPIC, BRADIC ON CULTURAL COOPERATION

ZAGREB, Dec. 10 (Beta) - Croatian Culture Minister Bozo Biskupic on Dec. 10 thanked his Serbian counterpart Nebojsa Bradic for founding a commission for the return of cultural items very quickly after assuming office, the Croatian minister's cabinet announced.  


Biskupic said the recent return of 35 icons from Serbia to Croatia represented good encouragement for continuing the initiative, the press release said.   


Bradic, who is on a twoday visit to Croatia, proposed more frequent exchanges of art collections between the two countries, pointing out the exhibition of works borrowed from the National Museum in Belgrade at the Art Pavilion in Zagreb.   


The two ministers also welcomed the improving cooperation in the area of publishing, reflected in the availability of Croatian titles in Belgrade bookstores and vice versa, the press release read further.   


Bradic and Biskupic also stressed good theatrical cooperation between their countries, visible especially in the recent visit by the Zagreb theaters Gavella and Kerempuh at the festival in Uzice, where they received awards.  

ITALIAN PARLIAMENT DELEGATION VISITS BELGRADE

BELGRADE, Dec. 10 (Beta) -  Stefano Stefani, head of the Italian parliament’s Foreign Affairs Committee, said on Dec. 10, in Belgrade, that the Committee would try to vote the highest possible support to Serbia and its bid to join the European Union, early next week.  


I would like the Italian parliament and the Foreign Affairs Committee to contribute to that, as much as possible, Stefani said after meeting with Dragoljub Micunovic, head of the Foreign Affairs Committee in the Serbian parliament, and Laszlo Varga, chief of the European Integrations Committee.   


According to Stefani, the representatives of the ruling parties and representatives of the opposition, who came to Belgrade as part of the Italian delegation, agree on the matter.   


He said the traditional friendship between the two countries had been discussed in talks with Serbian officials, as well as Serbia’s entry into the EU, which should be a solution for some other issues.   


In addition to the support shown by Italy, I hope that we, as the representatives and heads of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Italian parliament, will be able to contribute to improving the issue. If we could, we would do more, but we do not have a magic wand, Stefani said.   


The Italian delegation also met with Serbian Parliament Speaker Slavica Djukic Dejanovic.  

MEETING OF IMPROVED PERMANENT DIALOG BETWEEN EU, SERBIA

BELGRADE, Dec. 10 (Beta) – A sector meeting within the Improved Permanent Dialog between Serbia and the European Union is to be held on Dec. 11, in Brussels, to discuss the country’s progress in worker migration, cooperation on social issues and the development of human resources.  


Milica Delevic, director of the European Integrations Office, will spearhead the Serbian government’s delegation, which includes representatives from responsible ministries, the office announced.   


The European Commission will be represented by experts from general directorates for enlargement, education, culture and employment, social issues and equal opportunities.  

TERRAL: FRANCE FOR UNFREEZING OF INTERIM TRADE AGREEMENT 

BELGRADE, Dec 10 (Tanjug) - French Ambassador to Serbia Jean Francois Terral told Tanjug on Wednesday that he pushed for the unfreezing of the European Union's Interim Trade Agreement with Serbia. Ever since Radovan Karadzic was arrested, France has been committed to the unfreezing of the Interim Trade Agreement and the ratification of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA), Terral said. 

The French diplomat said that the recent statement by the country's foreign minister, Bernard Kouchner, that there were a number of obstacles on Serbia's pathway to the EU, Ratko Mladic being the main one, did not mean that France had modified the stand which referred to need of Serbia's full cooperation with The Hague into a demand for the arrest of Ratko Mladic, as had been the case with Holland. Kouchner, as a person who is currently presiding over the Union, just repeated the stand of the EU, and this has in no way whatsoever modified the position of France, Terral said, adding that his country held that the Interim Agreement should be unfrozen and the SAA ratified.
SERBIAN DEFENSE MINISTER MEETS WITH FRENCH PARLIAMENTARIANS

BELGRADE, Dec 10 (Tanjug) - Serbian Defense Minister Dragan Sutanovac conferred Wednesday with a visiting delegation of the French National Assembly Group of Friendship with Serbia headed by Jean Pierre Dufou. 

Sutanovac briefed the delegation on the security and political situation in Serbia and on plans for the reform of its defense system, the Defense Ministry said. France is ready to help Serbia in its endeavors for integration in Europe, Dufou said.
DJILAS, LUZHKOV ON METRO, NEW BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION

 MOSCOW, Dec 20 (Tanjug) - Belgrade Mayor Dragan Djilas told Tanjug that he and Moscow Mayor Yuri Luzhkov had on Wednesday discussed the participation of Russian companies in major infrastructure projects, such as the construction of the Belgrade Metro and new bridges. 

"Talks with Moscow Mayor Yuri Luzhkov were dedicated to the restoration of cooperation between the two cities," Djilas said and added that the Russian side was interested in the purchase of Serbian foodstuffs for their city reserves. Djilas said that he and the mayor of Moscow had discussed the potential purchase of vehicles for the Belgrade City Transport Company, because the city planned to purchase new trolley buses next year. 

A joint protocol on cooperation between the Russian and Serbian capitals would be made by the end of December and in January 2009 we expect a Russian delegation to arrive to Belgrade in order to concretise all proposals, the Belgrade mayor said.
GONCZ: VOJVODINA HUNGARIANS DO NOT NEED TERRITORIAL AUTONOMY 

NOVI SAD, Dec 11 (Tanjug) - Hungarian Foreign Minister Kinga Goncz has said that it is not realistic to speak about any kind of territorial autonomy for the Hungarians in Vojvodina and that, in the opinion of the Hungarian government, it would be far better to fight for Serbia's visa liberalisation than to raise the issue of dual citizenship for the members of the Hungarian ethnic minority in Serbia. I do not think it is realistic to discuss the possibility of territorial autonomy for the Vojvodina Hungarians, she said.

On the one hand, we know that there are not so many Hungarians in Vojvodina and that they represent just one of a number of ethnic minorities in this province, and on the other, the fact is that the Hungarians do not live in some compact region where they could, possibly, create some kind of territorial autonomy which would gather around all Hungarians and which could be seceded from the rest of Vojvodina, she explained in an interview for the Novi Sad daily Dnevnik published on Thursday.

 Goncz assessed that the Hungarians' participation in all levels of Serbia's executive authority was a very good thing, even the more so since the Serb minority was very active in Hungary. In this way, as she put it, the minorities of both countries are no longer a source of problems, but rather become a factor of stability and progress. 

According to the Hungarian foreign minister, it would be a lot better for the Vojvodina Hungarians to try to improve their own position, as well as the position of Vojvodina in Serbia, by taking an active part in the political life.  Dual citizenship is a very sensitive issue for the EU, because the stand of Brussels is to accept as its members the very states and their citizens, and not the people and the members of those nations that live outside their mother countries, Goncz explained. This is why I think it is not realistic to talk about dual citizenship and that it is a lot better to work as much as possible on the visa liberalization and Serbia's accession into the EU, the Hungarian foreign minister concluded.

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY MARKED IN SERBIA

BELGRADE, Dec. 10 (Beta) – Serbian institutions, political parties and NGOs marked Dec. 10, Human Rights Day, and the 60th anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights with a number of events.  


Human and Minority Rights Minister Svetozar Ciplic said at a ceremony at the Palace Serbia that without respecting, guaranteeing and protecting human rights there could be no democracy.   
“This Dec. 10, we are merely reminding ourselves of our rights, which belong to us just as they do to others, based on the simple and unsurpassed values equality, brotherhood and freedom,” Ciplic said.   


U.N. representative in Serbia Lenart Kotsalainen said that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights had been adopted so as to prevent the horrors of World War Two from being repeated.   


Representatives of the U.N., the European Commission, the Serbian Human Rights Ministry, and the citizens, in five symbolic steps, called for the improvement of the position of the Roma, disabled people, women, children and people infected with HIV.   


Participants in the event entitled “The 60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights Five Steps in the Fight Against Discrimination” in downtown Belgrade pointed to the grim position of the most vulnerable segment of the Serbian population.   


European Commission Delegation to Serbia Chief Josep Lloveras voiced the hope that the human rights of those exposed to the worst hardship would continue to improve in the future.   


Labor and Social Policy Minister Rasim Ljajic said he was pleased with the fact that 10 young people from vulnerable social groups had received scholarships on Dec. 10, thanks to socially responsible companies.   


Head of the Humanitarian Law Fund Natasa Kandic said that 2008 had been marked by the government’s failure to arrest and extradite Ratko Mladic to the Hague tribunal.   


Director of the Youth Initiative for Human Rights Andrej Nosov said that the state should urgently adopt an antidiscrimination law, adding that the police should “react more adequately in cases of attacks on sexual minority groups and ethnic minorities.”  

EU SIGNS AGREEMENT WITH 22 NGOS 

BELGRADE, Dec 10 (Tanjug) - Head of the European Commission Delegation in Serbia Josep Lloveras and representatives of 22 non-governmental organizations in Serbia on Wednesday signed an agreement worth EUR 1.5 million for projects which will be aimed at strengthening of human rights and political pluralism.

 Out of 22 NGO's, 13 are based in Belgrade while the rest are based in Nis, Uzice, Novi Sad, Pancevo, Pozega and Zrenjanin. Addressing the representatives of the non-governmental sector, Ambassador Lloveras underscored that human rights may not be respected without democracy and vice-versa. The funds will be used for projects dealing, among other things, with cooperation between schools and parents, which is aimed at protection of children's rights.
ICJ TO PUBLICIZE WRITTEN STATEMENTS ON KOSOVO IN JULY 2009 

MOSCOW/THE HAGUE, Dec 10 (Tanjug) - International Court of Justice President Rosalyn Higgins on Wednesday stated that the Court will make written statements on the issue of unilaterally declared independence of Kosovo public in July 2009. 

The court has earlier allowed UN member-states and all interested parties to state their opinion and arguments on unilaterally proclaimed independence of Kosovo in written form by April 17, 2009. Interested parties will also have time until July 17 to respond to the claims and arguments of other parties participating in the proceedings.  The case has not been fully examined and more time is needed to clarify details, said Higgins in a video conference between Moscow and The Hague. She also said that the second round of sessions, with participation of all parties concerned, is scheduled for the beginning of next autumn.
KOSOVO  AND METOHIJA – SITUATION, REACTIONS 

SERBS ARE NOT SATISFIED WITH STATE OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN KOSOVO

 KOSOVSKA MITROVICA, Dec 10 (Tanjug) - Serbian Minister for Kosovo-Metohija Goran Bogdanovic has assessed, speaking on the occasion of December 10 - Human Rights Day, that Kosovo is the "black hole" of Europe when it comes to the observance of basic human rights.

"There is still no rule of law in the province, there is no full freedom of movement for Serbs and other non-Albanians in Kosovo and, even after almost ten years since the arrival of the international community in Kosovo-Metohija, they still live in fear and uncertainty," Bogdanovic told Tanjug. He pointed out that many people in Kosovo who are true owners cannot access their property and that other people farm their land. Bogdanovic pointed out that the international community has to realize that Kosovo-Metohija is the "black hole" of Europe when it comes to observance of basic human rights.
US SUPPORTS EULEX 

WASHINGTON, Dec 10 (Tanjug) - The United States welcomes the deployment of EULEX in Kosovo and remains committed to the promotion of Kosovo's territorial integrity and stability in the region, US Department of State Spokesman Sean McCormack has said. 

"The United States welcomes the deployment throughout Kosovo of the EU Rule of Law Mission in Kosovo (EULEX)," McCormack said late on Tuesday and reiterated that Washington supports EULEX and is proud to be contributing personnel to this mission. "We are committed to EULEX's mission to strengthen rule of law institutions throughout Kosovo to the benefit of all communities, and to promote Kosovo's territorial integrity and stability in the region," McCormack said in the press statement.
Miliband: EULEX- an important step forward for rule of law 

PRISTINA, Dec 11 (Tanjug) - British Foreign Minister David Miliband has assessed that the deployment of the EU rule of law mission in Kosovo (EULEX) is an important step forward in establishing a single rule of law for all Kosovo's citizens, the British Embassy in Prisina said in a statement on Thursday. 

The EULEX deployment "moves Kosovo forward along its path towards membership of the European Union." The statement recalled that Britain is contributing specialist police and judicial personnel to EULEX and that official London will continue to support Kosovo's peaceful and democratic development.

SEJDIU SAYS KOSOVO RESPECTS MINORITIES’ RIGHTS

PRISTINA, Dec. 10 (Beta) – Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu said on Dec. 10 that Kosovo had ensured guarantees for ethnic minorities that were above international standards.  


Sejdiu said that those rights were especially secured for the Serbs, but added that “everything is being obstructed” by the Belgrade authorities and the parallel Serb structures in Kosovo.   


The president said this during a debate organized by the U.S. Project for Ethnic Relations, launched in Pristina through USAID, which referred to interethnic dialog and reconciliation in Kosovo.   
Sejdiu said that Kosovo institutions were working according to projects adopted in collaboration with international representatives, but with the Kosovo Constitution and laws in mind.   


“The Ahtisaari project, the Constitution of the Republic of Kosovo, the 41 laws adopted they all provide guarantees that are above international standards. The general position of the Kosovo institutions, as well as the opposition, is to keep fulfilling the obligations necessary to really make Kosovo a homeland to all citizens,” he said.   


Sejdiu criticized the international missions, especially those in the field of security and justice, for not taking any steps toward preventing the activities of parallel Kosovo Serb structures.   


Attending the round table, leader of the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo Ramush Haradinaj said that the Belgrade government was using the Kosovo Serbs to prevent Kosovo’s independence.   
Haradinaj also said that the government and other institutions of Kosovo lacked a concrete plan for winning over the Serbs to become part of a new reality in Kosovo, to take part in its institutions’ work and be active in all areas of life.  

SHEREMET AHMETI APPOINTED GENERAL DIRECTOR OF KOSOVO POLICE

PRISTINA, Dec. 10 (Beta) – Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaci on Dec. 10 appointed Gen. Sheremet Ahmeti, general director of the Kosovo police.  


“Based on his constitutional authority, Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaci has appointed Sheremet Ahmeti, general director of the Kosovo police,” a news release from the prime minister’s office said.   


Ahmeti has been appointed for a period of three years.   


Until now, Ahmeti occupied the post of Kosovo police commander and deputy commissioner of the UNMIK police.  

BELGRADE-PRISTINA DIALOGUE HARDLY POSSIBLE -ITALIAN OFFICIAL

BELGRADE, Dec 10 (Tanjug) - President of the Italian Parliament foreign policy committee Stefano Stefani said Wednesday in Belgrade he was pessimistic regarding Kosovo status because dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina can hardly be expected. Stefani said he noticed skepticism of the people in Belgrade regarding Kosovo. The talks with Serbian Minister for Kosovo-Metohija Goran Bogdanovic demonstrated that Serbia wants to keep its territorial integrity. 

This is right and there are no objections to this stand, but one can hardly imagine how dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina can be established, he said. Italy hopes Serbia will join the European Union, he said after meeting Presidents of the Serbian parliament foreign policy and integration in Europe committees Dragoljub Micunovic and Laszlo Varga. Stefani expressed hope that the Italian Parliament foreign policy committee will be able to take specific steps to help Serbia in its integration endeavors, but that it does not have a magic wand.
SERBIA – ECONOMY

SERBIAN PRESIDENT CONFERS WITH STIGLITZ 

BELGRADE, Dec 10 (Tanjug) - Serbian President Boris Tadic on Wednesday met with winner of the 2001 Nobel Prize in Economics Joseph Eugene Stiglitz and discussed with him the current global financial and economic crisis. 

President Tadic and Stiglitz also discussed the measures the Serbian government was undertaking so as to cushion the effects of the crisis, the president's Press Relations Office reported.  Professor Stiglitz held a lecture in Belgrade on Tuesday on the global economic crisis and the effects it could have on the Balkans. The lecture was held on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the Delta Generali insurance company.
CVETKOVIC: GOVT TO SEE ECONOMIC STABILITY IS MAINTAINED IN 2009

BELGRADE, Dec 11 (Tanjug) - Serbian Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic said on Wednesday evening that the government is doing everything to secure that the year 2009 is not more difficult than the present, and stressed that the government will not allow hyperinflation to occur, or any irregular trends or chaos on the market.

 "The government will do everything to see that stability is maintained," the prime minister reiterated, speaking after inaugurating the most up-to-date printing press in the works of the Belgrade printing and publishing company Politika. "The Serbian government has prepared a program of measures, which is combined - restrictive and stimulative, with the restrictiveness of the program primarily being reflected in state expenditures, while the stimuli will be in the segments of the economy that are necessary in order to secure future growth," the prime minister said. 

The government measures are being mistakenly interpreted as being strictly austerity measures, Cvetkovic said. The program in fact has two parts, one of which is the austerity program pertaining to the state and its organs and institutions, aimed at relieving the economy of excessive costs, Prime Minister Cvetkovic said.

DACIC: ARRANGEMENT WITH RUSSIA SHOULD BE REALIZED 

BELGRADE, Dec 11 (Tanjug) - Serbian Deputy Premier and Socialist Party of Serbia President Ivica Dacic said on Thursday that it is in Serbia's interest that the energy arrangement with Russia should be realized, and pointed out that the differences in connection with this document cannot jeopardize the relations in the ruling coalition. 

Dacic was speaking in reaction to an announcement by Minister of Economy and Regional Development Mladjan Dinkic that he will, at toaday's government session, whether only the contract on the sale of the Serbian petroleum industry NIS will be signed by the end of this year and not the entire package of the energy arrangement with Russia. Speaking in a broadcast on Belgrade-based TV B92, Dacic said "it is a matter of the politicate estimate of what Serbia should do next." 

Serbian President Boris Tadic recently conferred with the Gazprom company president, Dacic said, and it was agreed that adequate forms of additional guarantees should be found to secure Serbia in the event of a possible decision not to go ahead with the construction of the South Stream pipeline through Serbia. Dacic is confident that a solution will be found by the top state leaderships of Russia and Serbia, including Dinkic, he told B92.

SIGNING OF NIS CONTRACT ONLY IS NOT GOOD, SAYS DINKIC

BELGRADE, Dec. 10 (Beta) - The Serbian minister for the economy and regional development, Mladjan Dinkic, stated on Dec. 10 that, in the event of the government deciding to sign only one contract regarding the energy agreement between Serbia and Russia, the one on the sale of the Serbian Oil Industry (NIS), the Serbian Parliament would have to vote on that.  


The signing of one contract only would mark the leaving of the legal framework of the energy agreement Serbia and Russia signed at the end of January this year, Dinkic said at a session of the Serbian Parliament's Privatization Committee.  


He stressed that he disagreed with the idea of certain members of Serbia's negotiating team, for the legal framework of the energy agreement to be abandoned.  


Dinkic announced that Serbia's negotiating team will report about the talks so far at the government's session on Dec. 11. He added he expected the government to declare a stand about whether only the contract on the sale of NIS should be signed, or if two other contracts on the Banatski Dvor gas storage facility and the South Stream gas pipeline should be signed together with that.  

DINKIC: PRIVATIZATION DEADLINE WILL NOT BE EXTENDED

BELGRADE, Dec 10 (Tanjug) - Serbia Minister of Economy and Regional Development Mladjan Dinkic on Wednesday stated that the deadline for the privatization process will not be extended and that public bids for sale of the remaining companies will be publicized on time.

Minister said at the Serbian Parliament Committee for Privatization that the legal obligation of the Privatization Agency is to call only public bids for the sell off of the remaining companies by the end of the year, but not to complete the privatization process itself. He said that he expects auctions to be organized until spring 2009 and other sales of companies through public bids during the whole of the next year. Dinkic clarifies that bankruptcy is the only option for all companies that do not get privatized and that social program will be applied to the employees of those companies.
STIGLITZ: SERBIAN ECONOMISTS TO JOIN WORK OF U.N. COMMISSION

BELGRADE, Dec. 10 (Beta) - The chairman of the United Nations commission for monitoring the global economic crisis, Joseph Stiglitz, on Dec. 10 called on the economists from Serbia to join the work of this commission.  


At a meeting with Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Bozidar Djelic, he called on the Serbian economists to create a separate document about the effects of the crisis on Serbia and the western Balkans, and on possible ways for its overcoming.  


Stiglitz, who is the laureate of the Nobel Prize for economy, at the meeting presented his vision of the current economic situation and pointed out the significance of work of the U.N. General Assembly's commission.  


Djelic said at the meeting that Serbia is doing everything to alleviate the effects of the global economic crisis on the domestic economy.  


By invitation of the Serbian deputy prime minister, the meeting with Stiglitz was also attended by Serbian economists Dejan Soskic, Pavle Petrovic, Jurij Bajec, Mihailo Aradarenko and Bosko Zivkovic.  

DRAGUTIONOVIC: RESTRICTIVE BUDGET MEANS LOWER INFLATION 

 BELGRADE, Dec 10 (Tanjug) - Serbian Finance Minister Diana Dragutinovic said on Wednesday that the Serbian government has adopted a restrictive budget for the next year, which, along with an adequate monetary policy, will mean lower inflation. 

Dragutionovic told TV B92 that maintaining social peace is the orientation of this government and that the largest portion of the budget is allocated for salaries and pensions. She recalled that there are 260,000 employees in Serbia who are financed from the budget, along with pensioners who are also subventioned from the budget, and announced that people working in Kosovo will no longer receive "double" salaries that has often been a case so far.

 According to her, Serbia's citizens will live better next year, because along with the envisaged monetary policy, the restrictive budget will definitely bring about lower inflation. She said that, according to the latest estimates, by the end of the year, the inflation rate will be around nine percent - "definitely below 10 percent."
