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CVETKOVIC: HYPERINFLATION AND INSTABILITY - UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES 

BELGRADE, Dec 9 (Tanjug) - Serbian Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic said on Tuesday that under no circumstances would the Serbian government allow that the country be pushed into hyperinflation and instability. At a news conference, Cvetkovic underlined that in order to survive the (financial) crisis without any serious impacts, we needed political unity and a joint action of all the parties involved. 

 "Next year we will not live any better than we live now, but we will make it possible that we do not live any worse," Cvetkovic underlined, pointing out that all, without any exceptions whatsoever, would have to carry their part of the burden, with the state carrying the biggest part.  Cvetkovic also noted that the government knew very well how the mechanism of the crisis operated and how it would affect our country. This is why the government has adopted a package of measures to help the people preserve their jobs, he said, pointing out that the measures were partly restrictive and partly encouraging for the economy. 

 The budget is a key frugal measure, the Serbian prime minister stressed, assessing that all budget users were dissatisfied with the amount of funds that had been envisaged for them, but that all political factors of the ruling coalition stood behind the budget draft.  He reminded that the 2009 budget envisaged a consolidated deficit of 1.5 percent of the Gross Domestic Product, inflation up to eight percent, continuation of structural reforms and economic growth rate of 3 percent.
EUR 2 BILLION TO STIMULATE ECONOMY

BELGRADE, Dec 9 (Tanjug) - Serbian Prime Minister Mirko Cvetkovic on Tuesday stated that about USD 2 billion will be allocated next year for measures stimulating the country's economy. More than half a billion euro of fresh capital will be injected directly into the economy, while the remaining amount will be paid through loans and funds directly to the economic sector of Serbia, Cvetkovic told a news conference. 

The Premier underscored that in regards to the incentive measures, one should distinguish sources, which include the budget and funds from international financial institutions. Cvetkovic specified that the budget includes guarantees worth RSD 50 billion, which the state will pay out to companies in case of a deterioration of business operations in the conditions of the global financial crisis. Within the budget, total exports of RSD 18.7 billion were planned, which will be managed by the Development Fund, as well as capital investment funds worth RSD 40 billion, which will go to infrastructure, said the prime minister.
DJELIC: SECURING STABILITY IN SERBIA OF GREATEST IMPORTANCE

BELGRADE, Dec 10 (Tanjug) - Serbian Deputy Premier Bozidar Djelic said on Tuesday evening that the most important thing is to secure stability in the country which has been hit by the global economic crisis. Speaking to Nobel laureate, American economist Joseph Stiglitz, Djelic said Serbia will have to adapt its public finances to the conditions of the crisis. Serbia's problem is that its spending was excessive in the previous years, and now - when it needs higher public spending, that budget line has to be reduced, Djelic said. 

The decisions to increase pensions and the contract with Fiat of Turin were made when there were no signs of the crisis, he said, and that is why the spending in other budget lines had to be cut down by two percent GDP, Djelic said. Stiglitz said the question is whether Serbia's monetary policy is sufficiently integrated with the European Union (EU) at this time so that it could maker a transformation to the euro from its national currency, the dinar. Serbia should introduce the euro when it becomes a part of the EU and when its trade becomes integrated with the European, Stiglitz said.
LJAJIC: SERBIA GETS SLAP ON WRIST INSTEAD OF PAT ON BACK

BELGRADE, Dec. 09 (Beta) - Rasim Ljajic, head of Serbia's National Council for cooperation with the Hague tribunal, said on Dec. 9 that, instead of appreciation of the arrest and extradition of Radovan Karadzic, the European Union had punished Serbia by insisting on full cooperation with that court.  


"Yesterday's decision of the Council of Ministers is hypocrisy to say the least, because they themselves state that Serbia has made progress in cooperation with the tribunal, but there is always the follow-up that Serbia should turn over Ratko Mladic too," Ljajic told journalists in the Belgrade City Assembly.   


Instead of rating Karadzic's arrest as proof of readiness for full cooperation, it came off as if Serbia could extradite every indictee, including Mladic, if it wants to, he pointed out.   


He also pointed out that, aside from the Netherlands, almost all EU members were aware of the fact that there is political will for full cooperation with the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in Serbia.   


EU foreign ministers on Dec. 8 gave Serbia credit for cooperation with the ICTY, but asked that the cooperation be completed in full.  

STIGLITZ - SERBIA IS AFFECTED BY CRISIS

BELGRADE, Dec 9 (Tanjug) - US economist and Nobel Prize winner Joseph Stiglitz said on Tuesday that the region where Serbia was situated would be affected by the international financial crisis, because it depended on Europe, which would suffer even greater consequences of the crisis than the United States. 

Some states will be directly affected at the commercial level, others by a drop in the price of raw materials and many through global financial markets, Stiglitz said at a lecture on the global economic crisis with a forecast of its effects on the Balkans, held on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the Delta Generali company. This crisis started in the United States, but the peripheral regions will be affected the most, because their exports and foreign direct investments would suffer, he said. Stiglitz said that the crisis had been caused by the encouragement of those who had taken big risks in the short run, i.e. who took loans in insufficiently transparent ways, so that banks were unaware of their balance.
BRAMMERTZ'S REPORT COULD ALLOW UNBLOCKING OF AGREEMENT

BRUSSELS, Dec 9 (Tanjug) - EU High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy Javier Solana assessed on Tuesday in an interview with Tanjug that the report of ICTY Chief Prosecutor Serge Brammertz to the UN Security Council could allow the Council of EU to unblock the Interim Agreement with Serbia. 

At the same time Solana voiced his confidence that Belgrade will do what it can to "ensure a smooth functioning of the EU mission which officially began its mandate in Kosovo-Metohija on Tuesday." When asked about the possibility for the unblocking the Interim Agreement with Serbia, Solana first assessed that the arrest and transfer of Radovan Karadzic is "a very important step forward." "Let me congratulate the Serbian government on that," he said.

 "Full cooperation with the ICTY is not only something the EU expects of Serbia, it is also important for Serbia's future, and I am glad the current government (Serbian) is fully committed to it," the high representative pointed out. When asked if he holds that in the future Serbia's accession to the EU will be conditioned with recognizing the independence of Kosovo-Metohija, Solana responded that "all countries of the Western Balkans have a clear EU integration perspective." "The conditions are known to all, as is the work required to fulfill them. I have no doubt that the Serbian government will do what it can to make rapid progress," said Solana. "In due course we will of course need to return to the issue of Kosovo, but it is to early now to launch this debate," he said.
ZBOGAR: NETHERLANDS STAND COULD BECOME LESS FIRM  

NOVI SAD, Dec 10 (Tanjug) - New Slovenian Foreign Minister Samuel Zbogar has said that The Netherlands might be induced to take a less firm stand on the issue of the defreezing of the Interim Agreement on trade between the European Union (EU) and Serbia. 

Speaking in an interview for the Novi Sad daily Dnevnik, Zbogar said they were waiting for the report that Chief Prosecutor Serge Brammertz of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) of The Hague will present to the United Nations (UN) Security Council on December 12, on Serbia's cooperation with that court.

 According to information received, Brammertz will in his report stress that Serbia has made great progress in the cooperation with The Hague Tribunal, Zbogar told the daily. Should this indeed happen, Zbogar said he believes Serbia's friends in the EU will attempt to find a solution with The Netherlands so that a step forward could be taken in Serbia's integration processes with Europe, Dnevnik reported.
DOCUMENTATION REQUESTED BY DEFENSE WILL BE SENT

BELGRADE, Dec 9 (Tanjug) - The National Council for Cooperation with the International Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia (ICTY) said on Tuesday that it will send documentation needed for the preparation of indictees' defense before the ICTY, responses to several requests by the ICTY prosecution, while one witness will be relieved from keeping secrets in the trials before the ICTY. 

Five requests of the defense, which referred to documentation needed for the preparation of indictees' defence before the ICTY, were granted affirmative answers, while responses to six requests of the ICTY prosecution will also be delivered The National Council will hold regular sessions every two weeks in the upcoming period and will duly respond to the requests of both the prosecution and defense of the ICTY, it is said in the statement.
DELEVIC ON NEED TO FINALIZE ICTY COOPERATION AND REFORMS 

BELGRADE, Dec 9 (Tanjug) - Director of the government's EU Integration Office Milica Delevic has said that the conclusion of cooperation with The Hague Tribunal and breakthrough in the key fields of reforms represent a condition for Serbia's speedy progress and accession into the EU. In an interview with TV B2, she said that in their Monday draft conclusions, the EU Council of Ministers had pointed to the importance of such speedy progress, once that the required conditions had been fulfilled. 

Delevic underlined that the Netherlands insisted on Ratko Mladic's handover to The Hague before the unfreezing of the Interim Agreement with the EU, that all the other EU member states did not deny the need that he faced the ICTY, but pointed out, however, that at the same time, the country held that all what had been done so far deserved the unfreezing of the agreement.  

She said that no one denied the fact that cooperation with The Hague Tribunal had to be fully realized with the handover of Ratko Mladic and Goran Hadzic.  "This is what Holland and all the other member countries of the EU expect, and this is what Serbia also wants to do," she stressed, adding that "the matter should not be interpreted as something which has to do only with the issue of the EU or the unfreezing of the Interim Agreement." 
SERBIA'S UNHCR TALKS SUCCESSFUL - SERBIAN DEPUTY PM

GENEVA, Dec 9 (Tanjug) - Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Jovan Krkobabic expressed his optimism regarding a solution to the long term refugee crisis in Serbia and individual rights of Serb refugees from Croatia following a meeting between UN High Commissioner Antonio Guteres and a Serbian delegation in Geneva on Tuesday.

 The talks were successful and useful, and open issues with Croatia were one of the main topics, he told Tanjug.  He welcomed the full agreement reached with UNHCR that the refugee problems in the West Balkans should be solved in the next two years and expressed his conviction that the two-day conference on long-term refugee crises, which will open in Geneva on Wednesday, will produce results.

 The Serbian delegation said that Croatia must show responsibility and treat Serb refugees the same way as all its citizens, he said. This view is fully supported by the international community and Guteres, Krkobabic said, expressing hope that Croatia will agree. 
ROMA STILL MOST THREATENED GROUP IN SERBIA 

BELGRADE, Dec 10 (Tanjug) - Representatives of the United Nations (UN), the Serbian government and civil society marked December 10 - International Day of Human Rights, in Belgrade's central Republic Square on Wednesday. Jointly, they made symbolic five steps for the most threatened groups in Serbia - women, children, minorities, persons with special needs, and HIV-positive citizens. Serbian Minister for Human and Minority Rights Svetozar Ciplic said the strategic documents for improving the position of Roma will be adopted toward the end of this year.

 European Commission (EC) Delegation to Serbia Chief Josep Lloveras said it is not enough to proclaim human rights alone, but that they must be fought for every day. The most threated groups in Serbia today are children, minorities, and persons with special needs, Lloveras said. UNHCR Serbia Office Head Lennart Kotsalainen said there is progress in Serbia in the respect of human rights, particularly if it is taken into consideration that the country went through a period of armed conflicts. Nevertheless, the discrimination of Roma remains a big problem, he said.

SERBIA INSISTS ON RESOLUTION OF OPEN ISSUES WITH CROATIA

BELGRADE, GENEVA, Dec 9 (Tanjug) - During a meeting between UN High Commissioner Antonio Guteres and a Serbian delegation in Geneva on Tuesday, full agreement was reached that the refugee problems in the West Balkans should be solved in the next two years. This also refers to the resolution of open issues that pertain to the realisation of all individual rights of Serb refugees from Croatia, the Serbian delegation told Tanjug. 

The talks were organised on the eve of a two-day conference on long-term refugee crises, which will open in Geneva on Wednesday, in view of the fact that Serbia had been included this year in the five countries with long-term refugee crises. The Serbian delegation, headed by Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Jovan Krkobabic and Commissioner for Refugees Vladimir Cucic, proposed an eight-item agenda for the talks, which was accepted. The key issues on the agenda refer to the rights of Serb refugees from Croatia - restoration of tenancy rights in 42,000 cases, payment of thousands of delayed pensions, convalidation of working experience, 15,000 home restoration requests, return of about 20,000 usurped facilities and rights to shares in the privatisation process. 

The Serbian delegation said that Serbia would not give up its requests and that it would internationalise the rights of Serb refugees if Croatia proved not to be prepared to meet its obligations. 

Guteres said that this was the biggest challenge for the international community and especially the UNHCR, because if the UNHCR could not solve the long-term refugee problem in Europe in the 21st century, where could it do it. The Serbian delegation conferred with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees associates about the financial assistance in the resolution of the long-term refugee crisis, which the country had had for the past 17 years. Despite hesitation and cancellation of participation at the conference, a Croatian delegation also arrived in Geneva on Tuesday, consisting of Deputy Prime Minsiters Jadranka Kosor and Milan Uzelac, former Foreign Minister Ivan Simunovic and Ana Marija Radic, who is in charge of refugee return issues. The delegation thus avoided the tri-partite talks, urged by the UNHCR officials, and it would have a dialogue with Guteres and his associates on Wednesday.

SLOVENIA, SERBIA MINISTERS OF CULTURE ON FUTURE COOPERATION 

LJUBLJANA, Dec 10 (Tanjug) - Slovenian Culture Minister Majda Sirec met on Tuesday with Serbian Culture Minister Nebojsa Bradic and the signing of an agreement on future cultural cooperation was announced, the Slovenian news agency STA has said. 

Sirec and Bradic discussed future cooperation between the two countries in the area of culture and announced that an agreement on cooperation will be signed. Among other things, the document is to promote literary translations into the Slovenian and the Serbian languages, the agency said. Literature will be given greater attention than previously in this way, STA quoted Bradic as saying. The two ministers underscored the good cooperation so far in the areas of the film and theater industries.
SERBIAN, CROATIAN POLICE UNITS COOPERATE  

TOVARNIK, Dec 9 (Tanjug) - Members of the border police units of Serbia and Croatia carried out joint manoeuvres in the Croatian border village of Tovarnik on Tuesday, the aim of which was to help prevent illegal migrations and car trade. 

The manoeuvres represent the final part of the project of technical capacity building and boosting of cross-border cooperation of the two countries' police units, which was realized with the assistance of the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) and the British Embassies in Belgrade and Zagreb. Head of Border, Asylum and Refugees Department of the Serbian Interior Ministry Nenad Banovic told journalists before the exercise that that it had taken about two years to realize the project, and that a number of donations in equipment had made it possible to put the border police technical competence at a higher level.
POLICE COOPERATION IMPORTANT FOR REGION - SERBIAN MINISTER

VIENNA, Dec 9 (Tanjug) - Police cooperation in fighting organized crime is important for the entire former Yugoslavia region, Serbian Interior Minister and Deputy Prime Minister Ivica Dacic said Tuesday in Vienna.

 He pointed to the importance of the agreement to that effect reached at the conference on constituting centers for international cooperation in law enforcement, held under Austria's aegis. The EU has been planning for a long time the creation of centers for police cooperation in all countries to provide communication lines, he said after the conference.
GERMAN AMBASSADOR: SERBIA HAS FUTURE IN THE EU

BELGRADE, Dec. 09 (Beta) - German Ambassador to Serbia Wolfram Maas said on Dec. 9 that all countries in the West Balkan region had a future in the European Union.  


EU is a historical offer, but EU does not have the power to solve problems in the region. We can only help you help yourselves. Responsibility for the integration process rests with you, Maas said in talks with students who visited Germany for two weeks as part of the Welcome to Germany competition.   


Maas said Serbia should not be too concerned with the fact that EU foreign ministers did not unblock the application of a deal with Serbia at their meeting on Dec. 8.   


When the interim agreement will be put into effect is not crucial, Maas said.   


The German ambassador reminded that the EU had unilaterally abolished customs tariffs with Serbia in 2000, and that the government of Serbia had decided to open its market to Europe from Jan. 1, 2009.   
According to Maas, this means that the interim agreement is frozen only formally, but will in reality be applied.  Since 2007, when the Welcome to Germany project was launched, almost 300 young people 120 university students and around 150 high school students have visited Germany.  

JAPAN DONATES EUR 46,000 TO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

NOVI SAD, Dec. 09 (Beta) - On Dec. 9, the Japanese government handed the Milos Crnjanski elementary school in Ilandza in the Alibunar municipality, a EUR46,150 grant for replacing wooden elements.  


Vojvodina Executive Council president Bojan Pajtic signed the contract for the grant with Japanese Ambassador Tadashi Nagai and school principal Aleksandar Barisic on Dec. 9.   


So far, the Japanese government has participated in over 109 projects in Serbia and donated over US$200 million "only as an act of friendship between the Japanese and Serbian peoples, with no other intentions," Pajtic said.   


He added that around 20 of these projects had been realized in Vojvodina alone, and that all of the projects were important to the province. He said that the Japanese government had helped pay for the Vojvodina Clinical Center, the reconstruction and refurnishing of the Novi Sad University, the Museum of Vojvodina, and the Serbian National Theater.   


Nagai also said that the visit to Vojvodina was his last before retirement, after four mandates in Serbia.  

KOSOVO AND METOHIJA - EULEX

BOGDANOVIC: EULEX WILL HAVE DIFFERENT MANDATE IN NORTH

BELGRADE, Dec. 09 (Beta) - Serbia's Kosovo and Metohija Minister Goran Bogdanovic said on Dec. 9 that the success of the EULEX mission in Serbpopulated areas would depend on its readiness to solve burning issues in those areas.  


Bogdanovic told Serbian national TV that EULEX would have a different mandate in Serb areas than in areas where ethnic Albanians are in the majority.   


"We expect the EULEX mission, in contrast to UNMIK, to make additional efforts to keep the most threatened ethnic community safe, in this case the Serb community, to introduce rule of law, protect Serb property, ensure freedom of movement and more massive returns of some of the 200,000 displaced people who left Kosovo in 1999 and 2004," he said.   


Bogdanovic also added that the mission was expected to act statusneutral and not implement the Martti Ahtisaari plan.   


Speaking about customs revenue, Bogdanovic said it would go to the local government, primarily in northern Kosovo.   "It is unacceptable for the revenue collected so far to go only to Albanians. I believe the time has come for some of that money to be left to Serbs," Bogdanovic said.   He stated that the biggest problem in Kosovo was the safety of the Serb and nonAlbanian population and the unresolved issue of usurped land and property.  

EULEX TO END PARALLEL SERB STRUCTURES, SAYS THACI

PRISTINA, Dec. 09 (Beta) - Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaci has said he believes EULEX will be deployed throughout Kosovo and will abolish parallel Serb structures in Kosovo.  


In an interview with the Dec. 9 issue of the Pristina daily Epoka e Re, Thaci said that EULEX, which was officially launched on Dec. 9, would have no point unless it were deployed in all of Kosovo, i.e. in Serbpopulated regions as well.   


The prime minister said that the Kosovo Constitution would be the foundation for EULEX's activities and dismissed the possibility of a partition of Kosovo.   


"There will be no partition whatsoever. The independent and sovereign state of Kosovo is inviolable. The EU mission serves this principle. Parallel structures are hopeless, they are finished with," Thaci said.  


He described the opposition's analyses of the Pristina government's position on the sixpoint plan recently adopted by the U.N. Security Council, to which Serbia consented, as "ridiculous." 
